66 Canada takes responsibility for environmental protection and enforce-
ment in our Arctic waters. This magnificent and unspoiled region is one
for which we will demonstrate stewardship on behalf of our country, and
indeed, all of hum;mily”

Prime Minister Stephen Harper, August 27, 2008, Tuktoyaktuk, Northwest Territories

These measures and others such as plans to establish a national marine conservation
area in Lancaster Sound send a clear message to the world. Canada takes responsibil-
ity for environmental protection and enforcement in our Arctic waters. We are demon-
strating stewardship in this magnificent ecological region.

Canada is committed to planning and managing Arctic Ocean and land-based ac-
tivities domestically and internationally in an integrated and comprehensive manner
that balances conservation, sustainable use and economic development—ensuring
benefits for users and the ecosystem as a whole. We are acting domestically while
cooperating internationally. Internationally, we will act in the following four ways:
promote an ecosystem-based management approach with our Arctic neighbours and
others; contribute to and support international efforts to address climate change in the
Arctic; enhance efforts on other pressing international issues, including pursuing and
strengthening international standards; and strengthen Arctic science and the legacy
of International Polar Year.

First, Canada will continue to promote an ecosystem-based management approach
with its Arctic neighbours and others

In accordance with Canada’s Oceans Act, Canada is working with land claim authori-
ties, governments, industry and communities to implement an ecosystem approach
in the Beaufort Sea and has identified ecologically significant marine species and
places. This is part of a broader ecosystem approach in the Arctic by the Government
of Canada that also includes activities related to the international co-management
of species in the Arctic whose habitat crosses national borders (e.g. caribou, polar




