
country holding the Union presidency. This has been alleviated somewhat by the development of
the "troika' system whereby the incumbent presidency is assisted by the previous and successor
presidencies, but for third parties the absence of a consistent and adequately staffed point of
contact is a problemr. The CFSP Secretariat within the Council Secretariat is too small and the
rote of the Commnission in assisting the presidency, although recognized in the Treaty on
European Union, remains in practice highly circumscribed. The inadequacy of present
arrangements for representation has been widely if flot universally recognized by thec memrber
states, and one item on the agenda of the current IGC concernis the possibility of appointing a
CFSP HiEgh Representative to act under a speciflc mandate fromn the European Council or Council
ofMNinisters. Whether this suggestion will be accepted is unclear, but it cari be predicted with-
confidence that the CFSP will receive enhanced organizational and institutional support.

The Agenda of the IGC & the CFSP:

Section Ill of the Presidential draft of proposcd revisions to thec Treaty on Buropean
presented to the Dublini European Council i December 1996 speils out the issues facing
"with respect to the CFSP. The overail objective, to which every member state subscribes,

ake thec external policies of the Union "more coherent, effective and visible." Where
ices arise is over how this is to be best achicved. An analysis of these differences is bcvond

.on policies will be adopted, nor wi thcy
ent on a common forciRan volicv of broader


