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or 

5) 	for certain printing and related services when the 
subsequent contract is with the new owner of the Canada 
Communication Group. 

In exception 

1), a pressing emergency is a situation where delay in 
taking action would be injurious to the public interest. 
Emergencies are normally unavoidable -and require 
immediate action which would preclude the solicitation of 
formal bids. An emergency may be an actual or imminent 
life-threatening situation, a disaster which endangers 
the quality of life or has resulted in the loss of life, 
or one that may result in significant loss or damage to 
Crown property. 

Exception 

2), sets specific dollar limits below which a contracting 
authority may set aside the competitive process. 
However, contracting authorities are expected to call for 
bids whenever it is cost effective to do so. When the 
proposed contract is estimated to exceed the dollar 
limits, the contracting authority is to call for bids. 

Exception 

3), should normally be reserved for dealing with security 
considerations or to alleviate some significant socio-
economic disparity. For example, the preservation of a 
certain source of supply may be necessary to ensure that 
future needs of government  cari  be met. This exception 
should be invoked only with the approval of senior 
management as delegated by the contracting authority (the 
minister). 

Exception 

4), sets competitive bidding aside when only one person 
or firm can do the job. 	This exception is quite 
definitive and should be invoked only where patent or 
copyright requirements, or technical compatibility 
factors and technological expertise suggest that only one 
contractor exists. This exception should not be invoked 
simply because a proposed contractor is the only one 
known to management. 

Any use of the five exceptions to the bidding requirement 
should be fully justified on the contract file or, where 
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