
Despite this, two years later President Clinton flatly renounced any intention to honor that
commitment. I Presidential Decision Directive #60, parts of which were revealed to the. media,
he approved a policy wbich declared that nuclear weapons would remain the cornerstone of U. S.
security indefinitely. A senior Pentagon officiai reaflrmed that statement recently by stating that
nucleur weapons are an essential eloment of major power status and "that would neyer change."

Then, of course, there is U. S. determination to proceed with a national missile defense (NMD)
system despite the fact that it wiil violate the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty. As the indispensable
partner in the North American Acrospace Defense Command (NORAD), Canada obviously lias a
major stake in the. outcome of this misguided effort.

These policies and programs are an open affront to ail of the nations which consented to the
indefinite extension of the Non-Proliferation Treaty at U. S. urging and it openly confronts other
nations with the need to create their own nuclear weapons.

Standing aloof

Turning from dangerous confrontational military measures, consider another form of
confrontation. This is 4&merican unwiilingness to enter into or support constructive cooperative
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