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INSULATOP EEOE

over ine pasi twu yearb u~n Wiua umnuuiwuý cig
mc1hancal foar-applicators developed by the

company. Tests conducted to date indicate that the
fos.m applicator, which is dxawn by a tractor, is
capable of procducing and Iaying a foam blanket that
will giv 100 percent protection to ee the, most
sensitive çrops, at oernight temperat>ures as iow es
20 degree.

The hlatory of the. development of the. foam and
mechanicaImneans of application is a goodexample of
Federal Government end private induetry co-operstion.

Dr. David Simlnovitch of the Cell Biology
Research Institute, Department of Agricuture, had
originally consie*ded foam compounds as frost
insulators in 1957 but active research did not hegin
until three years ago, and, lu co-operatian wlth
Dr. W.L. Bail of the. Department of National Health
and Welfare sud J.W. Butier, Research Director of
Laurentian Conceptrat.. Ltd,, a special foam was

WIDE AND KEEN INTEREST

Since the group published their first restuJts two
yearo ago, they have received inquiries frosi Europe,
Engiand, lerael, South Anierica, Australia and4 japan
and have been literally swamped with mail froni
growers ini Canada and the United States indicatlng
widespread interest in their discovery and the need
for a suitable means to prevent frost daag te,
crops.

While Dr. Siminovitch is satisfl*d that the foam
will prevent frost injury to irÔw crops, the reearich
group is contiing the programme to devise miea'ns
and methods oftapplying the foam to fruit trees, etc.

Field tests conducted at thes Central Experimetital
Farm in Ottawa this year were based on the appli-
cation, in early spring, of foam to strawberry plants
as wê{i the. applcation of faam, in spring and autturrin
ta tçxnato plants, both matuzre snd seedlingp. Dri.
Siminovitch ie confident that foam can be used to
protect any Negtable crop and is group is continuin g
their work torard this end.

Dr.Simnovtchsuggests that his reearch to
date includes the distincet possihility cf earlier<
planting of crops. Thbis could not b. attempted befor.e
owing to the risk of early epring frost and sub
sequent orop' damage.He alec suet t eoientiuts
are juat beginning to discover the potential cf foajn
compounds in the farming iiidustry.

Foam compoundsand meehaleal applicaor wil
be available commercially in Canada andi the Uilted
States for us~e iu early spring.


