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supportedfincreased aid to the peoplé of Latin America “throughb
the non-politicalliﬁter-American Bank".
b) Pfime Minisfer's policy statement, 1968

_ ,Althoﬁgh the Prime Minister's foreign policy stat-
“ement of May 29, 1968, while alluding to the desirability of.
de&eloping.relations witﬁ Latin America,.made no specific ref--
erence to OAS, some of the comments provoked by it touched on the
possibility of Canada's entering.the organization. Writing iﬁ the
.Montreal.§E§£ on June 29, 1968, Leslie Roberts saidvthat it was
not the time for Cénada to join the 0AS, "for the excellent reaéon
that we would look to many outsiders as an echo of the United

States". Entry was also opposed by an academic in a letter to

the Toronto Globe and Mail in August.

| About the same time a citizen who had been born in Latin
America of Canadian pérents wrote to the ministér opposing entry
on the grounds ﬁhat:Latin American expectations that Canada might
"neutralize" or "ihfiuence" U.S. involvement in OAS would probably
be diSappointed, and that the U.S. wquld probably "absorb" Canada

in its involvements.

Clive Ba#ter (Finanéial Post,July 13, 1968) said that
to oppose U.S. interests within the OAS wquld be to risk poisoning
Ottawa-Washington relations - and the prize wasn't worth that cost.

c) The Ministerial Mission, 1968

Editorials regarding the ministerial mission at the
time‘Qf its‘departuré in late October 1968 included some specul-

ation on the OAS question. Some of this is mentioned en passant




