How We Observed Christmas.

I'his last year I determined to simplify the usual
Christmas exercises as much as possible and to
give each child a share in the work.

About two weeks before the close of school we
began making booklets using the time devoted, as a
rule, to writing and drawing. Those of the older
pupils (mine is an ungraded school) were made
with covers of drawing paper, upon which they
painted appropriate designs, and the inside contain-
ing two or more stanzas of a Christmas carol neatly
copied. The younger children made dainty little
booklets in the form of bells and stockings cut from
colored paper with Christmas greetings printed in
gold upon the outside. These together with match-
scratchers and calendars (designs taken from the
Popular Educator) constituted the children’s gifts
to their parents and fnends,gtatmebemgmu ~or
cised that no one who was likely to be‘ptaent,;:' ;
should be forgotten. y:

Next instead of having a man procure and et o
the tree for us, two of the older boys volunteered
to do it, mdalthouhtbettu,whenitntm&
appeared before m.hdmﬁbbedelired,the
very fact that “we got it ourselves” more than

made up for all defects in the eyes of the children.
Some of the girls made the candy bags while
others strung popcom and made paper ehaal
that wbenthememtrinmed& pres
a respectable appearance.

Beside the simple ;iftsthltlpvenymp@s
I made a list of the baby brothers and sisters and put 1
a Christmas post-ardlndQWOfmmm
tree for them.

Invitations were written on paper cut in the
form of a ﬁnmdm,mmmw
in toward the centre and hmdwithtwyml.,

The exercises themselves were very simple.
learned a few new aong!lnd recitations for
occasion, but for the most part made use °f,“‘e_.
regularwork Oneofthehoysl'eltlll!Oi‘ﬂiﬂ!l
story entitled “ The Adventures of Santa Claus
the lmleonessangamouonmwm A
the term ; and the school repeated a poem they had
learned, in comcert. S

Simplicity was the keynote of the whole, but‘hoﬂa
children and parents pronounced it a sueeeas.—-E E.

C., in Popular Educator. hi
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