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The Heavens in December.

Now Mien tîte carth is bare of lenves and flowvcrs,
and wlii the birds no longer sing in the xvoods,

is the tinic to turn our eyes ta the sky. During tliis

and the next fewv mlontits of winter, the stars are at

tlîeir briglitest as if ta niake up fur the lack of
fiowers on the earth.

Every fine evening, shortly after suinset, Jupiter
inay be seen in the south-east well up in the licavens.
if there is any (iouht about this planet it can readily
bxe (ecided on the 16th of the nîonthi Mien Jupiter
will be dlose to tlîe mioon. it wiil be unlusuially
brilliant all through the montît, and vies i<i bright-
niess with. Venus in the south-west. Sapri is ncar
Venus. but higher up in the heavens. N;o other
pianets are prorninent iii the evening 'sky.

About eight o'clock in the middle of Deceniber
the south-east part of thte sky will repay a few
iiiomients' earnest attention even in the hîurry of pre-
paration for Christmias. Orion will be about thirty
degrees above the ilorizon. Below it is-the dog star,
Sirius, -the brighitest fixed star ii -the lieaveiîs. Thte
three stars which forni Oiion's belt ývill be almost
vertical to the horýizon. Directly above the belt is

the red star Aidebaran, in one point of .the V-shaped
Hyades, and still further up toward tlue zenith are
the Pleiades, of which six stars can be seen distinct-
Il-. (Read Tennýysoniýs apt description of the Pleiades
iii Locksley Hall. View theni withi ain opera or field
glass and notice what clusters of additýional stars
conte into the field). Farther to the north (flot
in the direction of the zenith but towards the North
star) are the twins, Castor anci Pollux. Notice liow
they differ in color from the refi star Aldebaran.

Have you ever seen the moon-pass over (occult)
a star in the sky? Very few persans have noticed
tha-t aithougi it must take place very frequenitly.
Weli, you will 'have a chance to see Aldebaran, the
bright red star, occulted by tlue 'nioon on the even-
ing of December 2o. Do not miss tiîat opportunitv
which MaY not occur again iii your lifetimie. Read
the following iliteres'ting dlescription f ront the Sci-
entific Amierican:

The disappearance of a briglit st.r belliîd lic ioon'iý-s
an extremely interesting plienomlenlon to watch. it gives
rnany people, their first impression of hîow rapidly the mlotop
is moving among the stars. Thel tlie very suidden extinc-
tion of the star is an impressive sight. At first tlic moi,
will appear to gain rapidly oil Aldebaran. IFinally ibis
speck of light wil seeni to be fasteîied to the edge of the
mioon, and to stry in tis position longer ihaît the observer
expccts. But suddcnly the star %%-vl I e golle. lis reap-
pearance fron the otiier side w'ilT bu equlally startiing.

TIhis pliciioiiiioii is oneC of our strongcst argunients that
ille inoul lots citler no atiinospiiere or an extrenmely thin

Une.
flhe sunt is at the winter solstice, which marks

the begiiniig of w~inter, on Deceînber 22, at one
a. i. (-ni Deceinber 31, at iiiid *nighit, or just as the
oid year is dying, the earth is at perillhelion, and
therefore nicarest to the'siun of any time during the
vear.

'link of it!. the sunt nearest ta us in the coldest
stason. XVhy is tlîis ?

School Debates.
Have voul ever tried the plan of having a debate

il. sclhool on Fri(lay afternoons? In many schools
where it lias l)een trned successfully excellent, results
have followed,-iin stiniulating pttpils to read and
sttîdy questions of the liaur afldl of the past, in
lcarning ta express themiselves in good English, and
lin giving themn confidence in their own powers. To
iiiake a debate successful thiere glhould be carefuil
preparation beforeliand both by -teacher and pupil,
and the subject chosen mnust be interesting and flot
too (lifficult. The following subjects are suggested:

Resolved. thiat the japanese are braver soldiers
thil the Russians.

Resolved, that 11f e iii the country lias more advan-
tages than life in the city.

Resolved. that te telel)honle is more useful than
the telegrapit.

Re 1 vd, titat the poets have done more for the
wori than the orators.

Resolved, that the best novelists have done more
for the world than the best historians.

SUGGESTED LESSON OR TALK.-What is a hiber-
nating animal? Naine three. Nanie an animal that
sheds its hornis arntuaiiv. Wliat is usually the colar
of Arctic aimiais? Whv? Whiat animaýls- have a
gaverillient; keep slaves, and have organized armi-
ies? How (d0 opossuums alnd kangaroos carry their
voung? W'hy are the sparrows in aIl parts of the
Aiiierican continent? Nanie an animal that lives in
trees, andl whose color changes to match the leaves
or bark. Why? Is a whale a fisli? State what goodl
soie isects do ta man. What harm? What arc
amlpitibians ?

XVote.-It wil1 make the lesson much more inter-
esting if the teacher or some member of the cla.,
can draw on the biackboard each animal when it is
nanied.-The Westernt Teacher.


