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*REX v. SPERA.

Crimin-al Law-Offence upon Youngq Woman,-CrÎmînal Code,
sec. 212-Proof of Age-Best Eviden4e not O bt aina bie--
Hlearsay Testimony-Adlmi.sibiity-Effect of sec. 984 of
Code.

Case reserved by the Senior Judge of the C~ounty Court of
the Couxxty of Wentworth upon an indietment and conviction of
the prisoner, under sec. 212 of the Crixninal Code, R.S.C. 1906
e. 146, for an offence committed upon an unmarried female
uRider 21 years of age; the sole question being whether there
wa any evîdence to prove that she was under 21.

Thle evidence gi'ven was that olf the girl herseif, who testifled
that uhe was onily 19 years old, and gave her exact age; and the
evidence of a Mrs. Coleman, to live with whom the girl had gone
wben quite yonng. and who deposed that the girl was 19; M-%rs.
,olnian's opinion was formcd £rom information she had rcccîved

when the girl carne to her, and aiso £rom her own observation
and judgment. The girl 's mother was dead.

Thle ease was heard by MEREDITfl, C'.J.O,. GnAROW, MAC-
LiRF, MLvFE, anid HODGINS, JJ.A.

E. F. B. Jolinston, K.C., for the prisoner,
J. R. Cartwright, K.C., for thec Crown.

lftzwrnTI, .O, deliverîng the judgment of the Court, re-
kmrrd to Hlall's Law relating to Children, 3rd ed., p. 155, note
(1);. Regina v. Cox, F18981 1 Q.B. 179; Cheever v. Congdon

eThi caae and ail others so marked to be reported in the Ontario
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