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of Mie of the shop girls in the stores of
that city, led the proprietors of those
stores voluntarily within a fortnight to in-
troduce regulations materially improving
the conditions of work within their stores.
1 might quote abundant examples of the
influence on the individual as upon civie
authorities.

The exhibition must bie a census or sur-
vey of conditions of life in the commun-
ity, muet provide, in a way hitherto un-
provided, succinct data of the utmost value
to ail interested in civie conditions.

Thus, ini short, we propose to appeal to,
and interest ail classes of the community,
from the City Council and those in author-
ity, dowvn to the oecupier of the poorest
tenement. We propose to interest the

father, the mother, and the child, to rouse
public opinion, and while aifording an ini-
teresting survey of what is already bcing
accomplished, to expose openly the loss we
suifer through waste, negleet, and prevent-
able disease. And in doing this we have
a wider ouf look: for good than in this one
eity. We hope that our endeavors will af-
ford the nucleus, and more than that, of an
exhibition which laiter înay bie at the dis-
posal of other ciltesi in the Dominion. Al-
ready, indeed, we are being beset with en-
(lunres froin these other cities of the Do-
minion, so that we are preparing material
which will throw light on conditions not
inerely in Montreal, but thiroughout our
D)ominion, and ia this Nvayý we believe that
-we are really earryilg on a work o'f nation-
ai importance,

SCHOOL BUILDINGS
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I have been askcd to write an ai'tiolê
on school buildings, a big subjcct and one
on which inany authorities have expressed
their views. I shall, however, endeavor
only to give in condensed form the clihief
or vital points pertaining to school wvork.

Before starting on the actual building,
I would lîke to say a few words in connec-
tion with the usual course followed by the
average school coinmittee. When a niew
school has to be built, they usually put
in an advertisement, "~Plans wanted," or
"Architects look," thinking, no doubt,
that they will catch the eye of some good
man. The good men see them without
doubt, but fail to sc why they should
give up valuable time in presenting te the
eommittee something which they will not
pay for, as in nine cases out of ten a local
nian gets the job, and it is hardly reasn-
able to suppose that aIl local men can bie
the best. Therefore, the good men have
learned to, leave these coinpetitions alone.

Cominittees should decide to caîl ini one
architeet who they know to bie capable,
and place the building in his bands, and
the resuit will bc satisfaetory; and let me
say, neyer engage an ardhitect whe offers
to do work for less than another. Archi-
teces who resort to this means of getting
work can be classed as either "young and
inexperienced/ or "lias beens," or '<dis-
honest,"1 who, will seek the balance of full

foe hy iniecind erooked xnethods. And
no fair-nînded and honest conimiittee
shouild l1e wilhing to take advantage of
such offer and accept services for nothing.

We will now say a few words as regards
the site.

Tîxere are very few towns that are un-
able to secure ample area of ground for
the school. One must always hiave in mmiid
that abundance of freshf air is a necvessity,
that clear unobstructed liglit is of vital im-
portaince, and that aeneof dust and
noise are thîngs f0 ]e souglif. Also, that
fhe site bie prefcrably lxigher tsan the
streef, as low lots are nef particularly
healfhy, and are diffilui to drain properly.

Now, with these remarks, we may
consider the building itself. Externally
the building should express, by ifs gen-
eral character, the purpese for whidh if
is erecfed. If should be simple and digni-
fled and built for permanence and endur-
ance. If possible, sf1 schools sheuld bie
fireproof, but, unfortunately, very few are
se built, and yef with concrete construc-
tion this cani be done with very siiall ini-
crease of ceet over the ordînary methed,
and I cannot see how school boards can
read of the awful loss of life that occurs
once in a while sud stili adhere te tIe eld
way. No sav'ing in seheol construction can
cempensate for the loss of one little life.

Toronto, July, 1912.1


