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difficulties cm emily be -removed by the Dominion of local service which thev are themselveq willing toBoard, or the Ontario Railway and Municipal Board, or provide.
both working jointly. IL is an established primiple in the laws gaverningDid youever stop and consider the subject of adopt- railway operation that the deliverv of a c-ommmEty ining automatic car couplers to a wide range of passengeT the proper form and at the proper plue, imposes -apouand freight cars ma-de by several different car shops and the carrier an Obligation to forward it to the pùýin-t upon.used by a greater number of railways? At present, any- its line nearest the ultimate destination, and when thebody's car, if A has-an automatic coupler, can be hooked destination is not upon itsown lines, it must dediver theon to a train to ibe h-auled by any company on any -road commodity to a carrier capable of completing the tran&-in the country, without rezard to who, made the coupler, portation.or whose car carries it. This condition of affairs bas The Dominion Railway Commission, , and also thebeen produced hecause a number of people interested in Ontario. Railway and Municipal Board, are primarïythe same problem came together and settled the essential bodies created by the publie for its « protection fromdetails. Having resched a &èttlement, they went theiT
several ways and governed their actions on that baois. abuses which may grow up through the concentration of

Air brakes and car couplers, ýwoîuld be nothing li.ke s'O capital and control of publie utilities. It must accom-
far along in the progrem towarsds perfection as they are plish such protection however withcrut doing wrong to
fflw but for free, full ancl sometime-s very spirited dis, the property interests repremnted in the eorporations.
cussion in conference. The transmission of electric Exceedingly broaxI questions of national importance
power at high pressure, enabling the wealth of the wordd were raised in tbais complaint made to the Dominion
to be inSea&od by harnessing the wateT powers; the use Board, and its deliberations were awaited with keen in-
of alternating instead of direct current for the lighting terest in the télephone world, as well as hy the telephone
of sparBely eettled diýstriet8; getting togeffier and fight- using public.
ing out thé issue net only has enabled a result to, be From. the above ileci8ion or ruàing it is qiute eNident
rewhed much earlier than otherwiee would have been that the Dominion Board recognim that the ilidepeu-
possible, buthas enabled harmonious and mutually bene- dent Companies are engaged in a legitimate undertak-
ficial action to ýhe taken, and of a kiiid far better than ing, and while we bave succeeded in establiahing ourlikely w-ould havebeendeveloped by the various interests standingbefore the Board, A -does not appear as if theacting singly. There suTely is truth here for the tele- Board expected the Companies interested to be entirelyphone buginess. Such success as is ta come to Indepen- Satisfied withthe ruling. Pmviaion is medeby the Orderdent Telephony, must come by gathering truth from &H for a rehoaring d the subject at the expiration of oneita 80UTM; eiftbg things to the huuým; changing one8

year il ýany of the patûes interested so de-sire, The Com-mind whén one mu«t. ThoBe who went into the tele-
phone business sanelyaiid wisely, made haste slowlYand mission eeeme to have adopted a eut and try method,

;pire to and depend --npon the future forýthe aitainment of ansolv-ed, their problems carefully. We 8hould aE ultimate result.perfection. The stabïâty of our investments and the
permanence of our cause demand the adoption of stan- It therefore reaU with the Companies who are both
dard construction and equipment throughout, the Inde- directly and indirectly interRWd in the Order, to doter-
pendent telephone field. We aTe engaged in aîne busi- mine as to what action should be taken eitàer separately
ne". Thecredit of -telqijone eompanjes to-day is higher or jointly in the points at issue. I beheve both the Dom-
than ever bdo-re. They pay thedr bills more promptly, inion and Ontario Boards are trving todo justly by the jand earn on en average from, 20 to 25 per cent. -of their elephone interesta inYýlved. Still the.range of human
gross capitid annually. Surely ours is a legitinlate busi- attainment is now so wide -,and so varied that no man
ness, and we have a right to, etay in the telephone field. may know it &H and the Boards as now constituted muet

In the face of the feeling of the people at the present turn to telephone m for thoix inkrmation on ques-
he would be a bold man who would dare stand up Lions of telephony, and must accept their expert tes-
and advocate a monopoly in anythm-9. The public is timony as final. lt therefore béhoves the oompaties in-
beginning to learn that competition is the Most effective terested to Bee that theiS side in the controveroy is well
way to cuit a woulabe monopoly, and em .0n'y WhUe and fully presented. A standard form of agnement as
competition existe Vill a combinStiOn 01 capital keep proposed by the Bell is now before the Dominion and
wain reaeonable bounih. Thia Mi espe"ly true of the Ontari* Boards for rati&atioh. It would. be well for
telephone ibusines. The Bell is not comPetent tO rUn a this moeing to, glie this matter due consideration ' _Clocal plant as econemkey 88 a local COMP&nY. well as to take some action to bring hefore -the Ontario

One of the hardest questions in the telephone busi- Board ouridou as to a 8tandard agreement for oonneot-neas to-4&y, and one which vitally affSte our 011,ladian ing Independent Compmieo and symoms.
publk, « well as the tolephone e=lxmies, has been cfir-
ried bd-ore the Dominion Raâway Commnission by ftv- (Tbe proposed contract was prînted last month, M) -
eral Indepeindent empanies ilocatea in varwm parts of (To be OmtinueL)
:Ontario.

The vital i t at imue, from the 6tandpoint of the The Camtdlan 13ritWh Insulated & Helsby Cables Co. ofPoin Mentreal bas just recelved from the Montreal LIght, Ej"tpublie, is whethez the owmrship bi a umitea Long Dis- & Power Co. what is the largeet cr&r ever civen in Can"atance Savice un be made the oontroling factor through ýfor eleetrie S-bles. itwUi amoue to nearly $200,000.

' which a iplempoly or partial Monopoly of telqhons
service msy be built up by à grouip d capitaliffte largely
loreign to the j«tý in which auch cont"I is SaqUind. The Robb EnglnoerIng C*, Ltd., have r4wently aold, re-
-The question jj, whether a k«I W= unk m tum tubular boilers, ao toilows. one 48" x -Ir to,,Ubirt

Pra"T' Clemen"Vale, NS., one 42" X 1w to Prank L il-ýthe Snveniem of *M Who contrid tbie lozeip Ô81ýfte-9 yba, BlUtown, N.S.; »M a 42" x ý10' boat-nt bQUet te Ger-
ilýotmly Jor: lu$ dw"S facilitim, 'Mt for. the bemdlis man, ChLt«y Grindley, Edment«, Alta.


