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WEAKNESS 0F COMMISSION. GOVERNM'i N.-Cont.

Amateurs are flot fitted for such work and tblus lu ana
ef the tailures of Commission form gavermnet. We have
ne.tortously tailed ta elect experts as public officiais, evan
1 ntbe rare, cases where experts were available. Yet we
uiustelet tbe officials wha repraseut the peuple- ln fixing
aour govemnmental.policis. Any other course would be a
subversion of the demacratic ideal upon which pur gov-
5iliiueit le founded. But we muet cease ta attempt ta
elect experts lu the great business of administrative gov-
ernment. Yet we muet findl trained men, appoint'tbem
and puy tbem adequate compensation.

Potiltical and Administrative Functions Comblned.

Au argument used lu favor of commission form gov-
ernment at, its -inception was that it wauld be a clecided
adlvantage.ta bave the active b55ads of depariments sit as
a City council ta pass the. ordlnues;5 that the men who
dld the city's work would be beet quallfled ta inake the
CltY's laws. This is no more naarly correct ihan tbe
obverse-that tbe men wbo make the la.we are best fitted
ta do the work.

It le probably imue ihat fîve heade Of deparimenis wauhd
do botter as a legislative body than the eld style city
council, but serions objections have developed te giving
bath legislative and executive fufictiofis ta the same men.
Their tiret logielatîve net is ta oxrgaflize after each election
and distribute among themsolves the varlous dapartments
of the clty's administrative fuuctions. Say that two or tbrea
want ta be mayor, or that ail wish ta escape the police
deparmeut, or that stroug rivalry existe for the. central
et tbe water department. A coelfbina5tioll et thrae 'nom-
bers decides, and incidoutally develope hard feeling frem
the start.

This lu obviated by the CUStO' n lusoe commission
Cies of alecig mon for the spevlfic departxnants, but
It bas beau my observation that in euch circumetanes
the bard feelings, wbile net generated sa early, continue
longer. Instead of being depe uet upon his associatas
for bis assIgnmexnt, thxe com455sionr of publie .wox'ks
feels hie ludependence and le <luiiO Ukely te frequaxitly
assert It lu tbe coundil mneetings. The resuit le a con-
iuous wraugle.

Appropriating money for specifie use le a legis lav
funciion. t One commîssionar bas beei alkowed an appro-
priation for an auto truck and proQposes to buy htfo a

October, 1920.

aet ovr-

e nas
it not
s, but

ICIPAL JOURNAL' 311

MOTOR TRAFFIC AND ROAD UPKEEP.
It le, very, doubtful whgther we shall ever have goveru-

=.ent on strictly logical Uines, biXt'ttM question raised by
a correspondent of the "Commercial Motor" as to, who,
Should pay for the upkeepof the rjoals suggests that tbere
are people wbo consider that logic til.ould 'enter, more into
the management af our civil affairs than it would seem
te under existing circunistances. Noting a contention on
the part of our contemporary tbat In thie country wve have
for a long trne, past recognised the principle that the pro-
ceed:e of motor taxation sbould be devoted ta road'improv ,e-
nment, tbis gentleman enters a "caveat" againet the prac-
tice. He tbinks tbat the time bas coins whsn the roade
should be recognised as being as vital to every member of
the community as, say, the Navy was lin pre-war days-
that le ta say, be ses no reason wbatever wby, at the
present time, road users ahane of any class sbould be spe-
cially taxed for tbe purpose sitber o! road imxprovemnent or
road maintenance. The reference tu the Navy by the cor-
respondent le not quite a bappy one for there was a perlod
in the blstery of this country wben tbe cent of that Service
was not unlvesally applied as5 it is 110W. As a 'natter o!
fact, the logic of national responsibility lu tbis 'natter wae
of somewhat slow growtb. Tbe plea that roads and motor
vehicles are equally for tbe protection and building-up
of our complex modern civilisation, and that aIl wbo hîve
wlthln it should contribute theil' quota lu a very just eue,
bhut according ta aur prenant mental outîook it le flot un-
juet to add t he qualification tbat tbis contributable quota
should b~ear noms ratio te the special use that le made of
the roade by the users.. After ahi, it le enly a contribu-
tien iu part wbich motor taxation makes to the upkeep of
thea higbways, and this lu speclal circumsances of emner-
gene>', which le sufficient Justification for the taxation.,
Who known what the future may have ln store for us lu
the 'natter ef the. logîcal distribution of tis and other
forius of taxatlin?-Surveyor (Eng land).

placed largely- by thie unproductive impulse ta "get by"1 and
ta 11hang on."'

Thea utrUggle seems ta have narrowed down te an ef-
for t avoid crit1cism, for whleh the excellent reelpe

~given by Ehbert Hubbard is te 4"say flothing, do flothing,
..be nothlug." Credit bas been seught for "cutting down ex-
pense" by dismissing a useful and valuable 5'nPlaYe, wbess
service ta the clty was M¶orth mny tL'-îies bis, slary. Wltb
tbis feeling at the top thle spirit of inaction goes d4oWn ta
thie boetem of every department. Eyery clty bas noms
faithful and efiin mployees but, when these find that
ther hief s~ ar lways trimminug and will net support tben

whenthe tae a oet and nur posltion, tIiey .soon hose
her and egini te contribut.e ta the geiioral decay.


