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Good Roads and Goods Raads Associations
A decadeago the higliways and roads in tlie Do-

minion were misilomers. There were noue wortliy
of the naine. Neitlier were there any good road as-
sociations in existence ten years ago. Today Cana-
da has excellent road systemns in each of lier pro-
vinces. She lias a national and four or five provin-
cial good road associations; the roads tlie 'resuit of
the associations, at least to a large exteut. Socially
good roads have proved a boon to tlie cÎizens of
Canada. Tliey have opened up tlie beauties and
health giving qualities of tlie country to tlie city
dweller and reduced the isolation of country life
to the price of a Ford. Previous to the good roads
boom those living in -the eountry counted their
iieighb ors in a two miles circle; today tliey couant
thieir neiglibors in a circle of tweuty and tliirty and
even forty miles. This larger social întercourse,
which has been the means of bringing about a
broader conception of "our duty toour neiglibor"
has been made possible by improved 'roadways. If
the good road movement liad doue notliing more
than this it was worth wliile.

But tliere is the economie value of good roads,
and possibly it was this side that first appealed to
our legislators in spending tlie large sums of money
they have, and'are doing in improviug the liighways
of the Dominion. The fariner, tliat most conserva-
tive of mortals in the spending of public money,
was almost the first to see the value, of good roads

in the mercliandising of lis products and lie hecame
one of their strongest advocates. Results have justi-
fied lis advocacy. Wherever therie is a good road
system the products of the farin readli the market
in better condition and at a cost of at least fifty
per cent less than what it did in tlie old days. This
eost is saved in turne and lessoned wear and tear of
liorses and vehicles. Wherever there are good roads
f arm values have increased considerably, and trade
in general is helped hy tourist traffic to such an ex-
tent that in one province it is computed that thec
new roads built have been repaid by the profits
miade in catering to the large number of tourists
froin the United States that are yearly attraeted by
the excellent higliway systeni.

Canada today eau boast of more good road mile-
age per capita than any other country in the world
witli the exception of England andFrance. Even
thc lUited States, considering tlie difference in pop-
ulation is not ào well advanced, wlicli is saying
much when it is realized that withinrecent years
our neiglibors to the soutli have been doing wonder-
fnl work in road building. Sudh a record is en
couragiug, but there is mucli to'be doue -and the
good work must go on. As a matter of fact the good
road movement is only just beginniug to take a real
hold on the imagination of the people. It is for thc
leaders to carry on until every haniiet in the land
lias its gzood road systemn.

The* National Highway Sohemne
The National Iligliway seheme, whieh was first

advocated in the colunis of this Journal in 1916,'is making lieadway. The Canadian Good IRoads
C-onigress discussed a resolution, whieli was referred
to the execuitive committee, urging uipon the Do-
minion and Provincial governuients to take co-
operative action ini the matter. Wlien we first ad-
vocated a national higliway f roui the Atlantic to the
Pacifie as a monument of Canada 's part ini tlie great
war and as a meinorial to our fallen soldiers, the
executive of the Canadian Good Roads Association
did not sce eye to eye with us, believing as they
did at the time that thie sciieme was too ambitions.
Perhaps it was, and some of the speakers at tlie re-
(*nt cougress stili maintain that the activities of
the association sliould lie confiued to the building
of roads in tlie various provinces. Sucli a policy,
if adopted wonld show singular aliortsiglitedness
and insularity oun the part of the Dominion wide,
Lrood roads orzanization. uarticularlv when it is

continuons highway of 3,500 miles, frorn Hlalifax,'
N.S., to Nanaimo, B. C., is impossible to say, but
this we do say with confidence that it would be mot
ouly one of the best but one of the saf est invest-
meuts this eo untry ever made.

But there is something bigger than the merc
mouetary returus to be cousidered in such a gigantie
seheme as a transcontinental highway. There is a
feeling abroad that we sliould know Our owu con-
try better. Outsidle tlhose wlio travel for purely busi-
ness purposes the average Canadian kuows little
about Canada personally. The vast distance scare
him, but let liin once realize that there is a higli-
way on wi-eli lie eau travel to any point in this linge
country, lis fears are gone. Snch a higliway will
~do more than anytliing else in briugig home to
the citizeus of this Dominion that they have a coun-
try of whicli tliey eau be really prond,
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