
ln a recent article on Mr. H-. R. Alridge's book-The
Case for Town Planning-ln The London Standard Sir
Laurence Gomme gives some very interesting viewa on
Town Planning. Thé following extracta show that the
writer fully graspa, the larger meaning of this Important
subject. Sir Laurence la clerk of the London 'County
Council-Ed.

"The almost sudden dlaims of town planning are flotdue entirely to, professionai advocates. .They proceed
from deeper origins than this, aud the principal cause
is the consciousness slowly but surely growing that city-
life la to be the basis of Western civilization iu the future,
as it was In the ancient civilizations. The war bas done
tlhis amnount of good: II, has broken down the last Illusions
that goverument and bunian existence can be baaed upon
the traditional country life of England, where lord and
peasant live aide by aide, working out a colorless, If
peaceful, mode of passing from the cradie to the grave.
The uew Imperialism which -la assuredly comiug will be
Peaceful aud democratic, flot the work of the tyrant prince
appointed by bimself as the friend of a divinity created
bY biniseif. And the city la the centre of this new Im.-
perialism."

LOCAL PATRIOTISM.
"Town planning is begliuing its work. Ia possibilities

are great if handled in the rigbt spirit. We canuot afford
to let il die out. Tt must' relieve cIties of their alunis
alid their ugly spots. Tt must make them places to live
lu Joyfuliy and healtbily. It must stand out as one of the
greatest products of our age, meeting the requirements of
inhabitants of the future city civîlization. No one ean
cali this a small or unimportant part to take in the uew
111 e that la coming, and the one thing to bear lu mind la
to base town-planning achemes and towu-planning Ima-
gination upon a sufficiently high ideal. It would be a
disaster if the Roman madel were foiiowed by which. the
chessboard system was reproduced in every city, but It
Wauld be au equal disaster Il the modern attempts at towu
Planning were aliowed to dominate ail thought lu the
futni.p Thprein s jThner h. ný tl~ h. lrffoi

its great hero representative. But Landau does nothing
to show this proud fact lu ber bistory.

EXPERT ADVICE NECESSARY.
There la one final word to, say, and it should be saidwith ail frankness and witb great care for the feelings andambitions of those whom it concerns. It concerns the Im-portant question as to wbether professional, belp outsidethe officiai arcbitect or surveyor should be souglit. Theanswer to this question is written lu the streets of everyvillage lu the country, in the roadways of every town-ship and urban centre. And the auswer is'Uecisive, name-ly, that outaide help la absolutely uecessary. Town plan-ning ls a specialized art resulting from. training and In-spiration. Every local official dos not posseas thesenecessary qualifications. Experts lu drainage, In theordinary ways of village or towu lite, cannot suddenly

turn to the varled requirements of towu planning, besideswhich local authoritis have too frequeutly neglected
their greateat duty, namely, that of appoiuting the bestqualifisd officiaIs, even tbough it coats tbem more lusalaries. An example may be quoted from a village InBuckinghamshire, Tudor lu character, and containlng
many charming remuants of this period. It bas bad thrustupou it the cbeap villa architecture, with its garlah at-tempt at ornamentation, and bas had lta tweifth-century
abbey, uow a dwelling-house, absoiutely deatroyed. Onedoea not blame eitber architect or owner for these failles.
It la the system wbicb la at lault, the syatem which lapraclaimsd Ironi the council chamber of the parish au-
tbority that luadequate salaries are more important thanadequats meeting of all requirements. There ls only'ans
way out of such a deplorable state af things, the re-cognized policy af obtaiuing adequate prolesalonal advlcefrom those whos qualifications are certain, and we gladly
endarse the vlews put larward lu this respect lu the book
before us.

l'IRE PREVENTION vs. FIRE PROTECTION.
-Lacking the barn-door after the borse bas been stol-su," ia a time-bonored expression; but it applies wlthpeculiar empbasls to many of our supposedly modernmunicipal goveruments. Especially la this true lu thematter af the lire bass.
While enormous suma are spent annually ln the squip-ment and upkeep of lire departmeuts foar the purpose

of controliing and extinguishing lires, it la almost anoveîty ta !ind a munlcipality witb a department charg-
ed with the inspection, and with authority to enlorcethe correction, of conditions favorable ta lires. In someaf aur larger cities some nroarenn hnq hoen -1.el 1- ,1,
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