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what they are doing

RELATIVE COST OF BUILDING MATERIALS

The report of the Committee on Fire Protection of the Boston
Chamber of Commerce included some very interesting figures
on the comparative cost of frame and brick construction for
dwelling houses. The conclusion was that the slightly greater
cost of brick,which averages under 10 per cent more than fran}e,
- was more than offset in a few years by the lesser cost of main-
tenance and insurance and by the greater comfort and durability
of the structure. The report says that when lumber was cheap
and brick was more expensive than now, the idea became general
that the cost of brick as compared with frame was almost prohi-
bitive, and this continues, although the conditions have changed
S0 1raLdically that the cost is now little more and the ultimate cost
is less.

The purpose of the investigation was to encourage the use of
brick and non-combustible interior construction for the purposes
of fire prevention, and this form of building was very strengly
urged by the report. Bona fide bids were secured from five
different contractors of good reputation on the cost of the con-
struction of dwellings of brick, wood, cement and hollow blocks,
the houses to be the same in every particular except the outer
walls. Bids were secured on a modern eight-room house, of good
design and excellent arrangement, such as is frequently built
in and about large cities, and on these the bids of the five con-
tractors varied comparatively little, and so the average was
taken as a fair test of the practical cost, the contractors mc.lud-
ing their profits in all cases. The average bid for the various
types was as follows, the second column showing the percentage
of excess cost of each type over the clapboard type:

Elaphoard: - @ SE e e i T2 ST $6,759.95 0.0
i e s R Al e R 6,868.80 1.6
10-inch brick wall, hollow.................. 7,372.48 9.1
d2-ibeh brick wall “Holid o & i - 7,641.00 13.0
Sthscoonhollow blogk 7= 2~ =~ 7,187.65 6.3
Brick veneer on hollow block...... . ... .. . . o by’ o L T L T
O ONATamE o o e e i e 6,952.90 2.9
Brick veneer on boarding. ......... ... . 7,226.44 6.9
Brick veneer on studding......... ... . . 7,153.98 5.8

The committee corresponded with contractors in various parts
of the country in making up its report, and found from them that
brick buildings were commonly estimated to cost 10 per cent
more than frame, while brick veneered buildings could be put
up in many sections for 5 per cent more than the cost of frame
buildings, the difference in cost being usually more than offset
by the lessened insurance premium. In the same way estimates
were secured on annual cost of maintenance, including deprecia-
tion, for frame and brick dwellings, and it was found that the
frame dwellings cost 26 per cent. more for mainténance and de-
Preciation than the brick dwellings.

RETIRING FROM SERVICE

Mr. William B. Jones, who, for nearly fourteen years, has
been Secretary of the Albany, N. Y., Chamber of Commerce,

as, on account, of poor health, tendered his resignation, the
Same to take effect on June 1st. Tor the present Mr. Jones will
make his home at Castleton-on-the-Hudson, N. Y., and will take
a re]s{t before entering a new and possibly less strenuous field of
work.

Mr. Jones has the reputation of being one of the most active as
well as progressive secretariesin the country and is considered
an authority on questions pertaining to waterway develop-
Ment. He has been connected with the National Rivers {md
Harbors Congress ever since its organization, seryving as Vice-
>resident and later as one of the directors of that organization.

e is also officially connected with the New York State Water-
Z‘f%{s Association and the Atlantic Deeper Waterways Asso-

lation.

EGYPT’S DEBT TO THE ENGINEER

The Assouan Dam and other irrigation works in Egypt have
Cost about $53,000,000; but the increase in the value of land in
middle and lower Egypt and the Fayoum Provinees has been
{rom $955,000,000 to $2,440,000,000. The total rent of this land
has risen from $82,000,000. to $190,000,000. This is what the

Ngineer has done for Egypt in less than two decades.
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FREDERICK G. TODD

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

MUNICIPAL PARK SYSTEMS AND TOWN PLANNING

Birks Building, MONTREAL.

RICKSON A. OUTHET

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

Fel. Am. Soc. Landscape Architects
PLANS FOR CITY DEVELOPMENT AND LAND SUBDIVISIONS.
Beaver Hall Hill, MONTREAL.

DUNINGTON-GRUBB & HARRIES

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Consultants on all matters relating to Park and Garden Design,
Real Estate and Suburban Development, Civic Art and Town Planning.

24 Adelaide St., East - - TORONTO.

LEONARD E. SCHLEMM

LANDSCAPE ENGINEER
e

Consultant on Landscape Engineerix_x: in connection with
all matters relatingto Town Planning . . ., .

43 ST. FRANCOIS XAVIER ST. MONTREAL

GUY WILFRID HAYLER

pe Architect. Town Pl and Mi ! Engi
Member, Institution of Municipal Engineers Member, Royal Sanitary Institut
’Exhibitor, Royal Academy International Town Planning Exhibition, 1ot

I A,

Yown Planning in allits branches, Real Estate, Civic and Suburban Development

384 Notre Dame Avenue, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA

GEOFFREY K. BURNETT

(Successor to HILL & BURNETT)

CIVIL ENGINEER anp B.C. LAND SURVEYOR
PLANS, SURVEYS, REPORTS.
NEW WESTMINSTER,

P.O. BOX 888 BRITISH CoLumBia

LIGHTING ENGINEERS

P. MORTON-WRIGHT

ILLUMINATING ENGINEER

16 University 8treet, 1 H 1 [ H MONTREAL.
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