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Said a bright Young lad of fourteen
to me one day, "I ain very fond of his-
tory. I know that booki almost word
for word.'' 'Good,'' saiid [, ''Can
You tell me whether North Dakota was
Que of the thirteen original colonies?''
His brow clouded, hie hesitated a-ino-
ment and then replied, ''I don't believe
we have had that! "

Many a pupil iu 'ungraded sehools,
where no definite course has ever been
Outlined, upon arriving at a certain
period, begins United States Ilistory
with hardly an idea that there is any
Other.

The poor child approaches the study
of the story of our America, a sturdy
Young tree whose roots cxtcnded al
Over Europe, with an idea somehow
that Adam was the' first man and
George Washington the second.

United States history can be ap-
Proached intclligently ouly after soine
idea bas licen gained of those things
Which occurred long before our coun-
try was on the map.

The very smallest pupils wlil bc lut
terested. and their miuds enriched by
stories of gyreat men and great thinigs.

fiblc ilcroes shouild have a place as
ear]y as the third grade and simple
Stories of England and America iu the
fourth. Iu the fifth, storics from Grcek
auid Roman history sliould. be given.

Iu Grade VI should corne England
and France after stories of the, Middle
Ages, ind iii thc sevcuth and eightli,
With this broad foundation, the history
9f Our own countrýy may be approaclîed
Iutelligcutly. ''Westward. the course
Of Empire takes it wiy,'' does not mean
that we can trace thc froutier of thc
Ii.ujlcd States from thc Easteru coast
to the Allcghcuies, thence to the Mis-
'lssippi- valley and beyond to the
nOekies and finally to the coast of the

Pacifie. Tt meaus Cathay, Phoeneeia,
Egypt, Greece, Roie, the valley of the
Danuibe, Gaul andi Britain.

The pupil can uîîiderstaind the period
of exploration aud colonization iu
America only when hie uudcrstands con-
ditions lu Europc at that timc. 11e can
understand the Pilgrims and Puritans
iu Arnerica ouly when hie understands
Cromnwell, the Clmrci-h of Eugland, iiiid
Ienry VTIII.

11e can understand the American
Revolution only when hie understands
the characters of George TII and Lord
North. Hie can eujoy the 'tale of the
victory of Jackson at New Orleans f ar
more if lie kuows that the defeated
B3ritish soldiers were Welliugtou's vet-
erans.

Conditions in Cuba at the time of
our war wîth Spain eau be explained
ouly by a good general kuowledge of
long cairs of Saish isrile at homne
a nd itioiig lier colonies.

Sir Francis Drake and his expedi-
tions become as interesti>ng as any nf
Iîenty 's stories wheu we know what
led to the destruel 'ion of the Spanish
Armadaa and how Draike was regarded
I)y l)otl Spauish and English.

Inumera bic illustrations iy rea(1-
ily be ealled to mind to show the uces-
sity of a hroad geucral knowlcdge of
world histor.y before attempti-ng to
grasp the details of the story of our
on country indi a littie careful plan-
ning wvîll enibl e the teaeh er in eveu
the rural sclhool to thus eurieh the
niiînds of those who, perhaips, will neyer
atteind sehool after leaviug the '"Little
Red 8Seliool-hiotse. ' whieh ean. and1

sbouild. stand for as broad and deep a
preparation for life as sonme of our
larger, hetter eqiiipped and more no-
tab)le temples of learning.


