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Screntifie,
THE GERM THEORY TWO  THOUSAND YEARS
AuO,

There is nothing new under the Sun,
Some time ago we published extracts from an
article by Prof. Nicholas Murray Butler show-
ing that the old Greek philosophers held to
the theory, regarded by many as distinctly
modern, that man is descended from animals
of a lower type. The National Drugyist,
April, referrimy to this article, remarks that
the germ theory of disease also had its advo-
cates among the ancients.  After quoting 7%he
Literary Digest’s article entire, it goes on as
follows :

““Concerning the anticipation of the germ
theory of the causation of disease, let’ us con-
sult M. Terentius Varra, the Roman Consul
to whose rashness and presumption the dis-
aster of the battle of Cannie was largely due.
In & work on Country Life (De Re Rustica),
written about 115-110 B.C., in one of the
chapters devoted to the chice of a site for a
villa, and the construction of the latter, he
SayS :

¢ “ You should choose for the site of a villa
the foot of a well-wooded hill, where there
may be wide-spreading pasture land, and it
[the villa]should front toward the most salu-
brious winds. A front toward the point at
which the Sun rises at equinox [ie., the true
east] is very convenient, since it has some
shade in the Summer, and the benefit of the
Sun in Winter. If, by necessity, you must
build near by a river, you must be careful to
place your house in such a situstion that it
shall not he intensely cold in Winter, and in-
salubrious in the Summer time. You must
also pa, attention as to whether there be
marshy places around, and for the same reasons
and moreover because when they dry up they
breed certain minute animeds, wnrisible tothe eye
twndd iwhich, carried by the winds [or air], peae-
frade the mouth and nostrils and propayate ob-
stinate diseases.”

¢ Further on we have an imaginary conver-
sation between Fundianus, a landed proprietor,
Agrius, a farmer, and Scrofa, a sort of inter-
locutor, frequently introduced by our author
when he wishes, by a dialogue, to enforee
some point, ‘previously given in didatic style,
as in the present instance.  Says Fundianus:

‘¢ ¢ Suppose 1 should become heir to a farm
of this kind, what shall I do to avoid con-
tagion ?’

4 Sell it,” answers Agrius, ‘for what you
can get for it, or abandon it altogether.’

¢ Not so,” interpolates Scrofa, ¢ you must
be careful that your house shall not front the
direction from which the insalubrious winds
usually blow ; nor be huilt in a hollow valley,
but on an eminence, where, if unwholesome
emanations come, they will be most quickly
dispelled.  Another advantage[offered by the
eminence] is that a place on which the Sun
shines all day is the most salubrious, since if
wny animaleules derclop, ov are brought thither
they wre cither at once driven weay by the
wind, or they soon perish from dryness {of the
atmospherel.’

* We have translated freely, but have been
careful to preserve the exact meaning of the
Latin in the more important phrases, printed
in italics.

“ Varro was not a good general, as the re-
sult of Canni shows, hut he was a philosopher
a long way ahead of his duy and generation,
and nearly 2,000 years thereafter.”

THE

GREAT WEST.

If you desire to learn what is going on in
British Columbia ; what cpenings for busi-
ness and investment; what opportunities tc
make a new home in that delightful Province,
subscribe for the Vancouver ‘* NEws ADVER-
TiSER.”—Daily, £8.00; Weekly, $2.00 per
annum, free by mail.

If you want to secure new customers or to sell you

goods in the West, advertise in the Vanconver ‘‘NEWS
ADVERTISER.”

Minard’s Liniment is used by Physicians.

ASSIST NATURE
a little now and then
in removing offend-
ing matter from the
stomach and bowels
and you thereby
avoid \a multitude
of distressing de-
rangements and dis-
cases, and will have
less frequent need
of your doctor’s
\ service,

Of all known
agents for this pur-
pose, Dr. Pierce’s
Plcasant Pellets are
the best, Omnce
usedy they are al=
ways in favor.
Their secondary ef-
feet is to keep the
bowels open and
regular, not to fur-
ther constipate, as
3 is the case with
jother pills. Hence, their great popularity
with sufferers from habitual constipation
piles and their attendant discomfort an
manifold derangements.  The * Pellets”
are purely vegetable and perfectly harmless
in any condition of the system. No care is
required while using them; they do not
interfere with the diet, habits or occupa-
ition, and produce no pain, griping or shock
to the system. They act in a mild, casy and
natural way and there is no reaction after-
ward. Their help /asts.

The Pellets cure biliousness, sick and
bilious headache, dizziness, costiveness, or
constipation, sour stomach, loss of appetite,
coated tongue, indigestion, or dyspepsia,
windy belchings, ‘‘heartburn,” pain and
distress after cating, and kindred derange-
ments of the liver, stomach and bowels.
In proof of their superior exceilence, it can
{be ‘truthfully said, that they are always
jadopted as a houschicld remedy after the
first trial.  Put up in scaled, glass vials,
thercfore always fresh and reliable, Omne
little *‘ Pellet’" is a laxative, two are mildy
cathartic. As a ‘‘dinner pill,” to promote
'digestion, or to relieve distress from over-
cating, take one after dinner. ‘They are
tiny, sugar-coated granules; any child will
readily take them.

Accept no substitute that may be recom-
mended to be “just ze good.” It may be
belter for the dealer, because of paying him
a better profit, but 4¢ is not the one whe
needs hiclp,

T IGHTHALL & MACDONALD.
A4

Barristers,
Solicitors & Attorneys-at-Law,

Chambers: No. 1, 3rd Flat City and District Savings' Bank
Building,

108 St. James St., Montreal.
TeELerinoNe No, 382,
W.D. Lighthall, M. A, B.C.T.. D¢ Lery Macdonald, L1, B,
QUICK CURE FOR SICK HEADACKE
DUNN'’S

GIVES HEALTH BY NATURAL MEANS
KEEPS THE THROAT GLEAN AND HEALTHY.

DELICHTFULLY REFRESHINC.
SOLD BY ALL CHEMISTS.  WORKS CROYDON ENGLAND

Freehold Loan & Savings Co.

DIVIDEND NO. 71,

Notire is hereby given that a dividend of 4 per cent.
on the capital stock of the Compuny has heen declared for
the current half-year, payable on and after the FIRST
DAY OF JUNE NEXT, at the oftice of the Company,
corner of Victoria and Adelaide streets, Toronto.

The transfer books will be closed from the 17th to the
31st May inclusive.

Notice is also given that the general annnal meeting of
the Company will be held at 2 pm. FUESDAY, JUNE
the 4th, at the oftice of the Company, for the purpose of
reeeiving the annnal report, the clection of directors, eto,

By order of the Board.
8. C. WOOD, Managing Director,
Toronto, 17th April, 1895.




