
m1ent, andl sortie of tlieir efforts to coristruet scientifiesere
are inelancholy eniough. D ickens set the faslîion, 1 imagilie,

'm ucceede(l ini it, xvhicl oughit tii be eniougli to deuter any
'inre IVriteî' fr'ont takilig it up. i ckenîs is iîot fortijeolni
ifg ex-ery year, bult otiie r people are ; lUie's the~ pity. Thre
l'eSuit i.s that readiîîg a few Britishî Christmnas îîunbers,
lIlakesý your head ache, upsets vour digestion, umsetties your
ilird, and axvakens thoughits of self-destruction. Thre
Amrericans, on the other hand, sounid an appropriate note of
JOYousness, and dIo flot Jet us forget xvhat tire first Chîristmas
lIneant. Taie, and poein and~ picture rinig the chianges on the
Wvifsonie thenie, IlPeace and good xviii to ail iinanikind(."
rhere can be nio question whici is tire more excellent way.

Tire rivalry of the diflerent journalistie firîns baLs resulted
n iother absurdity. 11i order to Catch the pub)lic eye early,

the Christinas nuimers are prCl)are(l about mnisuiîmiîer, aid
weeks before Decenher twenty-fifth, tlîey tlood ail tire
Miar.kets. By tire timnie Clîristinas Day colles tliey are ail
hiackn-eyed andl read to pieces. 1 knlow oIf wise Jiersons wiio
leave their (ijhcand Sr,' unopenied tili tlîey look in thili
Stockings to sec xxbat sauta Clas bias broughit tirent. But
Snch self repression is very rare. Tire French mariage these
thiIgs better. As tliey know lîox to xvait, their pul'icattions,,
fit in xvîth tire holiday eslaftcr ex'eryoîii is tired of tire
lesýt. As usual, ]Figaro is finit, andl the rest nowliere. Tire
illustraltions lîad soute of tirent, tire effect of pairîtiigs of tire
>SPanrish school, brilliant but clear and precise. Not that it
if1ultiess. Tire Parisian angels xvith Ilfringes and nmiodishf

goWlIs miust gix e us pause. But %vlîat a co>itrast is the xvrap-
petl xvitli its single xvell draxvii fi"gure, its liarnliony of (love-
coinur and gray, to tire mainboxv hues ami tlorid designs of
ll108t English, publications. Tlie boxving little dancer is la

lie parisien uc ii persomi, a xwhite foain-tlcck miot yet dissol S e(
il, cte torrenît of moud ou1 NhIielî it trax els.

On1e (loes iot look foi tenderiîess or purity nii Pu1<-o, lint
th~ere 1 foulid hotul ini a tale iîy G uy dle Mauimasanlt, of ailI
1'uell Suc h a story as Il Apres " oug-lit to bilot out thîe ieiory
'If imd1 xi Ies. 1f lie lîac only wrmttGimor 1110V àî !t Tire
theml is s5~iiplicity it.seif. A priest tells ail oli friemd xihîy
lie decidi0l to enter tire cburcu. As a loiiely boy, lie had a
P(et (10g ()il wvliclibe lavislîed ail blis urispemit stoires of aflecton.

118pet is killed befome luis eyes, ani lus grief iîîstruets hiî
c0lln sorrows of ordiuaîy life. Tlieýre'forec lie remîounices

SApart front tue(. deep liitait interests, tire tale is
mIasterpiece of narration. Every w di.s .snply rgt hr

110o strainitig after effect, and tire pathos is irresistible.
Be8ide this, the otbeî' tales seern tire efforts of linigleis8, con-
fusýed maid over-loaded xvitlu ornanlent. Nothing showvs tire
îa8ter.hanic botter than the last touchi of ail. The old priest

levsthe château, and tire chatelaine secs him to the door.
Puselle revint s' asseoir devant soir feu et elle songea à\

bJieni des choses auxquelles on ne poense pas quand oni est

The funiniest thing in the Cliristinas nuinhers xvas
BRnaird's drawing of tire boys' school meeting tire girls'

seoion the morrîingr promenade. It lîad notliing to do with
Chsmîs;but every square minc of it held the rxv niaterial

Of a laugh.- My admiration was equally cistributed between
the sly.boots with tire note, ber Byronic, long-haired lover,
the ()Penly' flirtatious friend and the gorgon of a schîool-
mflitress MVlr. Lanîpmnan's poeni in Scribner's lîad îiothing to
do0 witb Chîristmnas eitber, but it interpreted the woodinan's
'%'iliter ini the Canadian foi-est, witlî bis clîaracteristic tender-
n'es5 and flashes of insight. 1 note with pleasure thiat lus

"DIeappeai's among other litres to subseribers ini tire pros-
pectuýs of the great Âlcntie. Our men are beginning to take
their proper pilace.

1 .Wbat the Clhristmas number would do without Mr. Kip-
1rig i, another serions questioni. Hie appears in no fewer thanfive 'Separît eplcsan ooi lscnrbtnswudb

thl'OPilîg tire liero ont of IJaînet. Far and away the best
igto niy mmnd, is tire drainatic mniologue ini Seritne, S.
tfrtglarîce it strikes one, no doubt, as bcing rathier amnor-

pho';but xvheni you try to deide what lines ought to beexeised ineeycae on
,bu' er aesri teiling phrase, sortie flash of

1141our, soune toncli of nature, pleads against its taking-off.
Who 'rels e could hiave shown us the soul of that dour old
strnuggler, its tenderness and its strength, the veins of pure
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gold ini tlue splintereid rook \V wirî eIsC could hlave put imîto
xvords the Song of Steai Thîis pocîni is as far above the
sealing bllad of 189:1 as a star isaliove a bog. IlThe Walk-
ing L)elegate " is a <lesers edly acrid paralli oîf L<îst umler
railxvay strike, but cveîî Mr. Kipliîig's lox e of boises and
grenlis for dramnatic cliaractemizatiori caiinot redeeîî tire

Yakedialect from its il icrent vulgarity. I owell could
muot. It is a distinct relief t,) leave the Green Mountain
farin for tire Indian jungle and the society of God Almniglîty's
gfen tliieicu, Moxv"li, aiid Bagheera and naloo, xvii do nrot
talk a bastard iama,î"ae tiirou'rl tire iose. '' Lettim, ini tire

Juîgle " is mearly as good as IlTi'ger, Tieci " not
sliit praise. On tirle <tuer hand IlAi Error of tire Fourtiî
[Dimiensionî " is wvlat tire first part of the titie pîociains it to
lie. N\ly sympathies are ail xviti tire trmuîspianted Amnericam.
It, is notlîing to stopi a traini. 1 have stopped the Coligres-
.siouîal Expre.ss myseif, mo i oui parle. IlTo board a train"
us a fine, 1)01( nietaphlor wîieh sbould ]lave lîcen imstalitlv
unicerstooci even b)y a British railway clirector. Tire Eig-
lisliiiîen xvlio tîmouglit XVilton mnad îlispiayed a imost un -Eiig,-
iislî alacrity iii jumnpinig at Colîîclusioiis. it is îlot scienmific to
form a tlîeory on iuîsufllieint data. Iloxve c Neiliesis was
at iiand in tire shape of anIl illustraitor'," anid I mnl sure 1liat
xvhi Mi. Kipling saxv thie clieap aund iasty process Ilpic-
tut-es " lie wisbied lie hiad îlot (Jolie if, and x'oxed neyer to do
if agaîn. ihey wvere calculated to niai tire telling of a cur
ions tale, aiîiost aus et-iectuailly as tire cartoouns of tire ",Juîîl'e
Book.", *

'l'le Lattest ýNe\S Fron) P~aris.

(BI, Otîr Spcial Correspondemnt.)

E XCEPTIN(G alxvays the C<iloîîial Expaisioiîist Scliool,
opiniioni s lit sea tespectilg flic Fm;uico ielgiait Comigo.

I t is fogy, muid daTeou. hie studied sîleuîce of Eiln
15 suspicions, anid miuay arise fiomi lier Iioumluîîlg upomi chle East
i\fiicami Coîllpamiy's otliciîîus explorers, iîîarciiig to f;ike up
positioni, Hotxaill aîid ignlore thîe flelgiami grali,
fliat the 13erilui Com'riess iever ui-ioîd atefer
Franîce, hias so far cosete elgian Comigo imito a Fr-enîch
l)ldt('ctiilatd. Wiîat does site grive Englaîrd ini tue( xvay of
blii hîi,îîeriaitîl ? Theî grav e question, iiiwever, is tiis: tire
miunmrality of Begiuin i-s guaramitecd hîy tue great poxvers
she Caillnot a(ld tii lier area, or paît xvith a miorsel of it witli
out tire saniction of lier 'guaratitors, and mîoxv sîme is (,il train
to iivolve lier hîomîe existenîce by addimig to lier liabilities, a
Colomnial Kirigdoni by lier own free xvill. Once mnake a breacli
ini the rieutrai existenice of Bclgiuîî muid Gernîany anid
Fiance, xvlien it suits their strategic coirbitiatiouis, caîr logic-
ally langli at the guarantee of the great powers. Therein
lies the great danger-, and whiclî is becorning a source of un-
easmness. The oic] diplomatie IlJoka," is runiored as engaging
serions attention, that of ci'eating ma Il buffer hîinterlanid "

between the Fraiîco-Begiumi Profectorafe and the Soudani
Anglo Egyptian Nule. Buffcrisnîi is tire d"erumre creation of
diplonunutists wiien they cornte to mu deadlock, just as a parlia-
inenfary comminission is the infallible solution for slielving an
embarrassiiig imiotion.

Depnty Lockroy, xvhetber grave or gay on public ques-
tions, is always wortlî reading. If ho couic] get rid of tire
British îavy, Enropean polities xvould rernaii ail serene tili
tie Day of Judgînent. It is useless figlîting England in a
pitclîed naval battie ;site xould be sure to wimî. Tue only
way to cripple lier is, to destroy ber coîmmrerce by a return f0
privateering. But tluat is full of risks for tire power te-
sorting to it, aîîd is trot very easy iii tiiese days of "1grey-
honnd cruisers." The latter inustiiaveplenity of coalingstations
and qhielter ports for prizes. The Alabarua decision xvii make
nenfrals look sharp, and the littie bill a privateering practis-
mng power wonld have to pay in the long -mir, miglît involve
its very existence. Privateers can be îoxv matched and
watched by private, but legalized flglîting yachts. Japami
bas shuown that navies rather than armie.s, are tire most offent-
sîve îesonrces of warfare. No one can prediet, in tlue case
of a general war, lîow the powoms would ho exactly ranged.
But a poxverful navy, crasluing and sînashing. in the course
of a wcek, could change ail thîe besf laid scernmes of un.
As to sfarving England, so long as sixteeu diffeient coumîtries
supply ber with food, and sue lias protected barbours
xvifl railways comrnunicatiuig inland, the power' tbat eonld
supply war ships to do police-beat duty round bei isIands, lias
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