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Me- ustce trong, of the Supreme Court of Canada,
offliCated instead of Chief Justice Sir William Ritchie,
WhO is away for a holiday. The ceremiony, never an
ifipressive one at best, and usuaily associated with empty
aeats ini the Senate, a straggling attendance at the Bar of

an mnlessengers, and pages to represent the Commons,
an nabsence of the unifornîs anîd gowns that lend coicur

and "t go" to the opening of Parliamient, was even allier
1 I tme. Judge Strong's scariet and ertiine robed fig-

lire, topped by the quaint three-cornered hat, was in queer
COo1traqt te ail its modern andi business-like surroundings.
()ri the rigbt, instead of Sir John Macdonald, gorgeous in
Windsor uniformn and collar of bis order, and surroundedhy his Cabinet, clothed lilte unto glorified policemen,
ktOOd NMr. Abbott ail alone, and in the familiar grey cont,
*bîch teBtifies to a liking for liard work, with no fuss
"bout it; on the ieft a solitary A.D.C. in bine undres.

eenthe Gentleman Ushier of the Black Rod bad fore-
gonuO gold lace and feathereci cocked hat for his ordinary

eic lofcai germoîîts, in whicbh h waits upon the Senat,ans, Very properîy, ric doubt, îndicated in bis bows the
th ,rcver-iieîî due te a myniboiiim twice removed froîîî

u4e tIog symubolized. The Conîmions came and leaned
UnWed upon the brasa railings that separate tha outer

Court Of the Temple, where Senators may waik and talk-
aye, and flirt sometimies upon the red-cushioned benches

tl'tun aiorîg the walk-froni the holy ground wbereon
Onoi but Sonators may tread, wbich leads up to the

ThOne hefore which ail men do obeisanco as they pass,
""tbr og) t nay ho. Spectators stroiied in and out

thOugh the open doors, and takdurstandyail the
tire Whilf. the- Clerk of the Crown in Chanct-ry rt-ad the
titlt.s Of the Bis in a perfunctory way, quite different
,frOm the soiemn and sonorous tonres that lie used in pros-uCe of 'Lis Exceliency. The table of the House was
UnladomnEd b)y the portly presence of the Chaplain, or bythe ill, Ïockir-tdd steel buckled 1'vater-in-Chancery, with
a sariet bag fu 1îI of emrptiness, wbo matches the (Jierk-of

Cown in CIjincery in slimness and waxed moustache,
as t'le Clerks assistant match eacb other in breadtb of
Siionîder and tbicknoss of grey beard, while ail wear the

iVOutary ton sure, so appropiate to thoîr surrouindings,
art) aged if not old. The list was rattled through

"1 '4Iglibuî and in French. The Clerk of the Sonate, with
8era.îffse of the exceeding importance and dreadfui

r(8o"liity devolving tupon it--a sense not shared appar-

Y Y everybody eise-declared in jerky toee that, ' l Ir UaetV s namne, the l)eputy of [lis E1,xceiiency tire()Vernrer ueai doth assent to these Bis," renewed his
IJte the presence on the Tbrone and repeated the formula

ffrn0, coccuding with another bow of seeming apology
1118 aintrusion.' The trianguar lbat was lfted in:stiff

their Iace. The Black Rod bowed before the Deputy
wh autn heSnt rgtan ettce

oprî lie gown after the Snomoaerlandomeie to wear
d1 0rifendedthe fsto oftheasnd tbpe litte wpr

Ce 110 dseaed tabrutply o the as nathe settwpo-k

Irgti u 1soule query about tbe intercolonial Railway.
WhOie performance liad an air of being out of date,

of .audie 0 nowîng tbat it was getting very near tire endr 5 un on the parliaimntary boards, and of the actors
% riuig that knowiedge. But of tbis wsa the suggestion
Pra SPctacular point of view, there was another f roui tbo

aetie0 i one. There was undoniably a business-like airwhbhlas itherto been wanting, a feeling among those
P'iii bu that tbe time bas coume at last wben great changes

ni' ?e ade neot oniy in mon but in methods of public
a atnc9ss It i, a sign of the tinies, even tbengb it ho only% a to t show thebdirection of the wind.

th ThOnmention of theo bîtercolonial IRailiway is a reminder
da- at the end of the debate Mr-. Abbott gave a contra-

pu , o te rpor-ts current a short timo age, by announcing
st"elY that tbe Government bad nover thougbt of

Wh. ing of the railway or of acqniring tbo brancb linos
serve as its feeders. It wil ho remembered there

Iiuodrumour that a successful effort bad been made to
'wayUn the Government ail these Lower Province rail-
tir,"" Wp with only one or twe exceptions, bave proved

PlnaV mfje 1 nvestments. The "Scandai Committees"
%eehOeil husy enougb. Tbe McGreevy investigation bas
the cd the close ofthie case for the prosecution, but in

sublie Accounts Committee fresh charges or rather
tr for papers wberewith te establish or to manufac-

it eeurges- word depends on the political stripe of
Co, %-aremade at every m~eting. The Arnoldi affair
~iaees te ho the most serious of the disclosures as yet
e~ there, as it is se connected in the public mind witb

tfýiOthler matters affecting Sir Hector Langevin's depart.
dsi1t 1Wicb the Privileges and Elections Committee is
ai- 119 With. Mr. Anoldis defiant demeanour added flot
ir h1 t Oth 0efe et of bis admissions, and bis " precedents,"
ap,. n Shape cf doubtful transactions under tho Mackenzie

bak Wore inerely a case of the pot calling the kettie
bois, he attempts to got at the bottoni of Mr. Cbarle-

4t ~exlusion cf other contractera froni the new Depart-
tue al Buildings, and to find out the " inwamdness " of

vib, erPae ,busimoldgspresented to Sir Hector Lange-
114%Wh" thqe bildngsweme finisbed, bave se far been

lleCCegft5 fl The attack uipon Mr. Dewdney was based
SOhputty grounds, and the duti,"s of a «' Miister's

Uf th8rgcrf"ar se well undems9tood to ho to a combination
te00 an officiai porter and a personai attendant, that

>0h jleetlfl to its being pursued furtber do net meut'ihany very serions condemnatien. The cbarges againat

THE WEER,

Mr. 1Haggart's depamtment, involviugli persouaiiy, weme
pmoceeded with te day, but in tlhe unfiniabed state cf the
evidence ne conclusion cau bu drawn.

One of the principal events in the Tarte Conmmitte
was tho tragic aud sad breakdewn cf Mr. Ponley under
the comiimued strain cf worry, auxioty, iii bealth, sud the
seveme qut-stioming cf so many expeiencod aud searcbing
cross-oxaîniners. CTliat a newspaper shcnld actually apply
the words Iloid man " te bim, wbo is really as far as âge
gees ini the primie cf life, is the best instance cf the physi-
cal offect upon hini cf this affair. The scene lu the Cein-
mittee-room %vas exceedingiy pitiabie, and perbsps con-
vinced uomue wluo hall previeualy been incredulous as te
flue posibility cf his, innocemuce, that after ail be bad been,
perha1 a, lbut ami uuonscious ted cof unscupulous mon.

Mr. Lafou-ee Langeviu'q evidence was a fine example
cf what ia now known as "lthe Quebeidlea." This is best
snmmed up iu bis ewmu opinion that peopie whe bave big
contracta ought maturally te contribute te electicu fnnds.
Ilis actual testiniouy was net cne-tenth as damaging as
bis self suilicient ciuplacency arud fatuons Iaugbter. lus
iguou-anc,- vs cf a totally diticrent erder frein that cf
witnoaases like MeHsrs. Murphv, McGreevy sud the Con-
nollytu trio, b>ut it had the sane kind cf elleet. Mr.
Laî-kuî's exaiuination ceated a diversion, sud for a tine
the boot was onmiitht othter leg wben bis own poitical
frienda cf the Opposition lîad te put up with suggestions
tlîat they, tee, muiglit have election aubacriptiena, sud corne
te the h(Aol1 f frieuuds in need. The discovery that Mr.
Thomiîa. McGreevy's comespondence was net kept deprives
1uth accuser anaid audience cf an expected sensation,
aithougli it, gave theinu one in auotheu- wy.

It la uow expected that the evideuce will ho ail taken
by thie close cf this week cm early in next week, sud thon
wiil coic the discussionu over the report. Se that unuesa
seie îuew d-ýveiopiiuu-uîts take place there is seine applarent
chuanceocf the session being closed about the beginning cf
îext ,îonth. N
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N old hioliday !IlJow clearly it stands ont frein the
i..outhîs and wveks of mîînotoncîîs toil befome and

after ! vn whe-,yt-ar4 have couic sud gene its coleurs
are 4till freshhand its cuthinea stili unblummtd in the long
picture.galiiury cf thii iind which we cahi the nemuory. 1
wouder if you have forgotten that day wo spemît together,
old frierud, se umamîy years ago. 1 hia-diy think se ; we had
plamncd it too long ahead, enjoyed it toc keemîiy, sud taiked
ut over tcc often afterwauda te lot it drop eut.

The day ou which wo had fixed was a public holiday.
Selucol would hociosed, as a matter cf course, aud, for a
wender, the warebouse people were te shunt up shep ahio.
XVe would bothb le free amnd, weeks before, we bad arranged
our simîple programme cf pleasure. Sncb a very simple
programmie !-a long walk ont inte the ceuntry, a pictîîr-
esque r egion withiu easy reaclu cf the city, a lunch in the
open air, and a scmamuble ameng the hills. That was ail,
but it muant spendimîg the Isy toether. It was rarely
that we saw ecdi othor, oxcept on Sundays, sud se we
hailed the prospect of a lonîg day of uninteî-mupted coin-
paniousiabi), with the waruithi that aiways attends a genuine
boyislu friendship. Thiore are no frieuda liko boy frionda,
sud what a frieud, ycmu wero courade mine i Everycue
liked yon sud yonr mauly ways, se it is ne wonder that I
did. lu that curions pictnre-gaihery cf mine there is a full
lengthî portrait of yen. Ieau se at this moment your
straight, active figure, your sun-tannod face sud the cleai-
eyes that always umet othuor eyes so frankiy. 1 recail yeux
ringing iang1h that caine se readily, sud your trick ef col-
ouring te the very bair wheuever yen were a bit embar-
rassed. I aduîired you for many things, yenr prowess in
naly sports, youm goed nature, sud chiefly, 1 think, your

defemeutuai mannur teoid people. 1 can hear still thie toe
mn which yen used te say "lsi-" te yeur father. A whche,
long day with sncb s friend mesuit a day of unsiioyed
bappiness.

The long expected mîomiug came at hast, but with ain.
XVbat a diaappciutmueut it was te wake sud hear the April
shîower patterimîg on the roof 1 The sky accu cleared,
howevur, the aitu. cainecuit sud abent nine c'clock we were
oni cur way. lu cur oldest clothes, wlich cliuubiug and
nuddy roada conid net pcssibly harîn, sud with as mali

lunîch stewed away in cuir peekets, we teck the road sud
un a short tume had passed eut cf the suburba inte the
open country. The sun shone warm sud brigbt sud the
millions cf ittie raindrops that hnng on the leaflesî twigs
oni thueuuaple4 cauglut evorycue s ray cf light aund flaahed
sud gianced and giittered like se many brilliauts. Wben
thîe strcets came te au end wo did net keep te the usrrew,
dry, well beaten side-patb, but deliberatehy chose the
unidd.he cf the road, ail mud sud standing pools from the
recent sbcwers. What did we came for mud or mireI Mnd
dries sud eveutually faiha olf, or cau bu bmshed frmm ne's
ciothes;- getting bcspiasbed sud diseputable generalhy was
part of the fun sud mamked the wehcomo escape from the
enfoeed respectability cf every day. The vagabond nature
wilh aasert it"lef evory now sud thon, even in sncb coin-
moupiace members ef seciety as schoolboys sud warohouse
clerks. The primai, rcviug instincts canuet aiways bu
repressed. \Ve chose the mniddle of the road deliberately,
arguing, I romember, that there was a sevure sud useful
exorcise of the montai faculties ; i rigidiy adberiug te a
mediai line, net swerving te the right baud or te the loft,
which we should miss altogether if we tamuhy kept te the

one sido. Besidea it was tho inost philosophie course,
Jack contended, a special instance of the golden mean
betwoen two extremes ; iedia via tuf issifna. There isi
mucb to bu said in favour of keeping to thoeiiffle of the
road.M

The day whicb began in sncb an unpromisîng way
tuu-ned ont most beautiful. The sky cleared of ail but a
fow thin, white clouds low down on the horizon. Tho air
was like sumner, and yet tbe nmaiden freshnosa cf the
young yoar was untoucbed. 0ur way led tbronghu a wide
valley, and at first the road rau close undor a range cf iow
but steep bills, thickiy wccded. -Directiy in front cf us,
wu knew, lay the tcwn to wbicb we wore gcing. As yet
ut was invisible, concealed by the formation cf the ground,
1)ut its position was marked by the bohi fcrehiend cf the
Peak, whicb rose bebind it above the plain and the woods,
like sorte deserted watcb tcwer cf giants. Back front the
road the old ciap-boarded farnibouses, once pain ted biit
red and nnw weatbered into waruî, softent-d tinta, ntstling
eacb in its little orchard, mnade a continuai clianging pic-
ture. Now aud thon a tutri in tho road would reveal a
city-like atone bouse, its front rooma ahunt up apparently
and nnused, as is the cuistcm cf cur ii faruinera, Our
tongues wore not idie as wo trudged along in iiidroad,
pcinting ont each curions or pictureaque sight to each
other, or discussing our favonritt' bocks and berces and poets.
Many a sentence began with: ".1Have ycu read -'"
Many a groat question we settied 'With the confident worid
pbiloscpby cf boys. How easy the pmohleiuus cf life appear
at sixteen! Or eIao we shcrtened the way with the jokos
and good thing we baid been lioarding for each other since
oui- Iast mîeeting. It was pmcbably net very wise chat, or
very brilliant, but it was ycung life, lappiness, aud friend-
siîip inding a voice under that pure, bine April sky.

A brisk înarcb cf about an hîcur brouglut ns within siglut
cf the town, our first objective point. Ilere the road dipa
down abruptly and inakes a short turn te the riglit. N'ou
gept a very gcod view cf the tcwn from tiîis point, but nct
so goccl as wbon yeti stand on the Peak six hundred foot
aliove tire plain, witb ahl the roofs aud spires far beueîuth
ycur foot. The town was the contre cf trade for tbis part
cf the country wlien th(e city we lîad left bebind was a
bamiet cf half-a-dozen bouses by the luay. Now tire wlîirl-
agig cf tinte lias reversod tiiuir conditions, aud the- tid,, cftrade lias flowed away froun the earlier settioniert. As wo
stcod hure restîng and watclîing, a dozon achool-boys on a
paper-chase crossed the road. They passed quickiy, scrami
biing ove,- the fonces and plougbed land, btraiglut acros
country like a pack cf bcunds. The hue ami cry (lied
away and wo continued our mai-ch down the bill. Ve
were seonr on the stony mile cf nmainu streol, whicb runs the
length cf the town, and wben the bouses at the fartier
end began te straggie we saw thiat we werù diuectiy under
the Peak at lat. As accu as wo came tc a clear .4paco
wo turned te thu rigbit and made for the foot-incunda cf
the bill. It was a bard climub; our foot sunk iin gravol
sud sand at every stop, and thie suni senied as hiot as in
înidsunumer. The iniunda were reaiiy part cf an enmbank-
ment, for a lineocf railway is drawn bore liku a lonug
diagonal across the face cf the bis which lank this aide
cf the valley. Whou we reachod the level cf the track
wo wore bot and eut cf breatb and giad enougli tc cali a
hait. Wbat we wanted nicat was water, and we accun
found it, for tîuis is a cenntry cf upper andti uller aprings.
A tiny streanu fiewed front a crack iru the liniostoneç and
filled the basin beiew. It 1usd, at one time, been arched
in, and a pipe stili led te a dismantied breweu-y in the
vailey. A few years ef neglect badl injured the work cf
man, thue arcb was broken dowu, but the spring itseif wuîs
as clear and sweut as when it irat gusbed front the rock.
Hlow delicions the firat meuthfnl cf that watom was! Even
tbougb we bad te lie down fiat an.d drink like the pro..
Adamitos before cupa were invented. Our weariruess left
us, soemingly by magic and we voted it was wortlî whiiý-
tramping sa far te feel that ene sensationu. 'Tle spot
stmuck us as a good place fer lunch, and we stretched our-
suives fortbwith on the, warmnî ssnd beside our fountain
and ste our sandwiches witb the roiish that is ouly boru
cf hunger and liard work. As we iay there at our ea.4e in
the pleasant unushine, the express traiuu rolhed sicwly eut
cf the station, wbîcb we could not see, anud passed over the
bundred yards of track thuat Isy betwecnisaaud the bill.

We wstcbed it with iazy curicsity tilI the iast Pullman
car came in sight. On the rear platforuu stood a group cf
yenng people. They hsd evidentiy cenie ont to get a
better view cf the scenory. Onu weil-dressed was standing
on the lowest step, holding tightly te the rail, but swing-
ing onu pretty foot off aitogether. She passed in a few
seconds, but wo saw ail tis-and more. What boy cf
sixteen ia net interested ini aIl young womanbeod ? and
wbat intereat makes the uyes 50 keen ?h We badl tue te
seu that she was slight, protty and evidentiy onjcying the
danger cf ber f rolic ; for hem face was haif tunud te lier
friends behind ber aud ber damk eyes woro dancing witb
deiight. She vanishud in a wbirl cf dust but ber image

emaned. In our egoism, the crowded cars beariug their
hoad cf buman histories, the rnigbty bill, the nierry old
world itacîf seemed simply parts cf onu buge ccntivance
made fer the special purpose cf affordiuîg twc idle young
approntices, the sight of a cbarming girl onscting a grace-
fuI tableau vivant. Pardon, dashing Incognits, if this
shouid seuni te make a more actress cf Yeu! Net oee
thougbt cf cnrs weuld do you suehu disconrtesy. If yen
saw us at ahi I daresay yen took ns for traunips-and swal
blame te yen ! Yen will nover knew what passed


