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anfortunate illustration ai the extont ta whidh a man-
ager may presume upon accnmulated sucess sud invest
it as a capital ta play upon Colonial forbearsuce. Tawdry
costumes, careless detail sud monatonous economy did their
best ta prejudice Montreal against theoapera. The libretto
dispisys mare attompt at a coherent tale than Mr. Gilbert
lias accnstomed hitusehi ta supply ta lis admirers, sud the
story is related witli s refreshiug fireodom frotu the allitera-
tion aud the supernatumal. in incident whicli uaw constitu tes
the Giibertian style. The period is the sixteentli century,
and the action is placod in Towor Green. The beo, Fair-
fax, is accnsed by s treacherous sud half-witted uncle ai
having lad dealings witb bis Satanic Majesty, sud for
these dealinge lie is condemued ta die. The unche will
inherit the property ai bis nepbew shouid the latter die
unmarried, sud lie is nt so utterly devoid ai mother-wit
as ta ignore the sdvantsge either ai proventing s marriago
or of securlug a prior executian. The hero has s iriend
who resolves ta spoil the uncie's littie game, sud botween
hope aud fear the audience is kept on the rack till the
block is actually bronglit on the stage sud the grimly-
masked, executioner takos lis place.

A stralling singer, the merry maiden, couseuts ta
marry the doomed Fairfax for ono hundred crowns, inudli
to the disgust ai a most amuaiug jester wbo liad made bis
own dainty ittie plan ai matrimonial possession, but -wbo
conforts himself on reflectiug tbat bis love wili ho s widow
within an lour ai ber bridaI, sud that thon the face sud
the fortune will bath lie lis. The jostor sud bis merry
maiden dance off their trausient chagrin toas rollicking
ditty, concluding that

Though as a general rule of if e
I dou't allow iny proinised wif e,
My lovely bride that is to be,
To marry any one but me;

The circumstances
0f this case

ayet such fancies
Mautof place;

So if the fee is duly paid,
And he, lu welearnod grave

Within the hour is duly laid,
Objection I will waive 1

The wit ai the jestor, Jack Point, bas more than a
Shakespearean ring about it. "lis Grace was paid
£10,000 a year for being good; poar Jack Paint ws

ood -for nothing." "A joint ai meut hsli-cooked i
Wh; thon, sir, wlist is underdono cannot be helped."
iKisaing the kitchen wench under your very nase, air 1

Under 1we- very nase, air, nôt under yours."
The maid, blindialded, is niarried ta Fairfax in bis

oeIl, sud led out again ; sud, the firat part ai the schemo
thuà thwarted, the frieud in need turus bis reajolve ta save
the lu e as well as the property ai the beo irom the uncle'a

S gralip. As aur lapes rise, difilculties incres, sud the plot
thiakeus. A substitute for Fairfax is ta hu introduced ta
thie prison, sud the most cleverly-amnsing scoues ai the
wliole opera are enacted in this effort. The j aler happens
te be violently, but hopelessly in love witli the sister ai
the young substitute, who bas persisted in scomning and
apumning the attentions ai the hanky keeper ai the keys.
She now, however, entera inta the spirit ai the plot; affects
a series ai yieldiug coquetries, during which the keys are4 coajoled from lier love-sick suitar, the substitute excbauges
dressand place with the prisaners, sud Fairfax, ai course,
effecta his escape.

Sir A. Sullivan's part ai the work is charuuing indeedl,
and in Iiterally laden with the richeat profusion of melody,
trio, quartet, hallad, catch, sud chorus. But music is like
a picture. The more you bring ta it, the mare yon take
away frotu it. VILLE MARIE.
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IHAVE given the readers af i Tu WEEI< an accaunt ai
Ontario farmers sud ai Englishmen wbo have becomo

North-Wost farruers. There romain at least three classes
I have not dealt witli, Scotcbmeu, Irishmen, sud
Germans.

A little over twenty miles ta the north-east ai Regina
thorn in a German settiemeut. A visit ta it wonld be the
mnat eloquent proof ai the excellence ai aur Germans as
settlers.

Good substantial hanses bilt partly ai lumber, sud
partly of eartli, sud a kind ai cemeut. Tley are warm as
a toaut. Ail is neat and dlean sud tidy within. Great
heapa af straw sud stocks arouud the outhouses. The
achool hanse is a model ai what a sehool hanse should ho.
On the 2lst tley lad a meeting here, conducted almoat
entirely in German. Fine tali straug men, grave, sud full
et earnestuess, tley tbaraugbly appreciste the sdvautages
of the wealthy sou sund free institutions ai the Northi-West.

To the west sane eight miles is s Scotch settlement
where you fiud thriit, energy sud warm bospitality. The
settiers biers are wel ta do sud msking great pragress.
They lave magnificeut crapsa asd their succosa in gardon-
ing han been remarkable. It wonld tire your readers
to go juta detail respecting cultivation sud the yield per
acre, for the experience ai these settiers duplicatos that of
those 'Ontario farmers wliose success I have aready
deioribed.

On the occasion ai my viit I was the gnest ai Mr.
John Sheva, a very enterprising man, well known inRegina.
His career in the North- West is whlly differeut irotu that
of any farmers already mentioued. Hie cames rom. Ras-
ooýn1non. He is a man ai education sud possesses muai
of thle humour said ta lie characteristic of lis countrymen.

-Ho firt settled in the odd quarter section on a Hudson
ý&y imotion, 26, withiu a tuile sudsa bal ai Regina. ' Here

he fsrmed and paid special attention ta raisiug pigs, taking
at every fair prizes for black and white Berkshires. Same
eigbt months ago lie sold bis farm, eighty acres at $10,50
an acre and eighty at $13 an acre. 11e tbus got $1,880
for what cost him $10 for lis homostoad ai 80 acres, and
$200 for bis pre-omption of 80 acres, in ail $210, showing
a clear profit ai $1,670, besides wbat lie made out of it dur-
ing five yoars of farming. Hie and bis ten sons are now
settlod near eacb other, and between them bave nearly
1000 acres af the finest land in the world, witli plenty ai
timber. Ho bas a tearn af oxen, two colts, four pigs, tbree
cows, a teatu of horses sud one fine grade stallion, and a
filly, six manths aid.

The new bouse nestiing among the trees is a commo-
diaus one. The coloured prints on tbe wall are ail in good
taste, amongst them being an admirable one of Rasa Bon-
beur's "iorse Fair." Seated, we discuss lis new departure
in going ta ive in tho Bluffs, sud liaving reviowed bis
stock, I ask bim, "lHave you a donkey about the estab-
lishment 1 " To tbis lie replies, bis eyes twinkliug with
fun and bis bands playing with tbe dark ricli growtli on
bis chin: "lTley are more plentiful about tbis country
witli long beards than witli long legs." Mr. Sheva was for
some years Postmaster and Clerli of the Petty Sessions in
the Connty ai Roscommon. Having discussed the li-orse
Fair " of Rosa Bonheur, I open the large album, and among
the photographes I find not anly mine hast as hoe was twonty-
six years aga, but the fine aid bomestead at Erris, near
Rackinghaim, whence lie bails ; also Col. Teunyson, af
Kilronsn Castie, wbere Lord Kingston now resides, and

Lady Lonisa Tennyson, tlie sister ai the Bisliop af Qu'
Appelle. I was ujucli interested by a photograpli of two
Australian natives, sent him by lis brotlior-iu-law, tlie
11ev. Richard Steven, af Melbourne. The gorilla type
was very marked, sud 1 thauglit the originals must have
been very near iii kiuship ta the missing link. Mrs. Sheva
and the young ladies are as well educated and refined as
the ladies ai most country gentlemen's liouses iu the aid
land.

We weut out ta see tbe Ilcbickens." In the fowl-house,
in part a dug-out, surmounted by log wails and straw roof,
were over one liuudred lieus, a couple ai roosters and fivo
turkeys, one beiug a gobbler which weighed eigbteeu paunds.
Sa fiue bas been the weatber, tbe liens are laying. A wsg
afi ny acquaintance assures me the mosquitoes are beoming
troublesome. As we loi t tbefowl-liouse Mr. Sheva poiuted
me ta two calies, one af which I"can do anything but
speak." IlWe bave," lio sdded, in a fine ricli Irishi accent,
Iltive cats af the raie tortoise-sheli." Tbon lie barked
bsck ta the fowl. IlTliey are aIl thorouglibreds, either
Wyandotts or Plymouth Rocks irom the St. George's
Poultry Yards, F'rgus, Ontario." When we visited the
stables I wss much pleasad ta fiud ail the horses pets.
Miss Louisa Sheva, a young lady ai sixteen, is the "lhorse-
tamer " of the establishmnt. Wben an animal is unman-
ageahle it is turned over ta bier. The stallion came ont of
the stable at cali ta ho petted like a dog. And a fine
broncha mare whidh I kuow myseif (because she wau owned
by a gentleman in Regina) could nat a few months ago ho
spproacbed, proved ta be as geutie as a lamb. A fine filly,
six inonths' aId, wbich hst lier mother a few days aîter
slie was harn, and whicli was rosred by Miss Louisa au
eggs aud milk, frisked round us, came ta the baud when
called, iollowed us about, sud finally, whou we were driv-
ing towsrds the Scotch settiereent, was with difficulty
prevented following us.

We baid diuucr at 12.30. How do farmers in the
North-West live 1 I have already given somo idesai this.
Let me naw say, a more bountiful table I nover want ta
it down at than that which Mrs. Sheva spresd for ber

family sud ber guests. The table clatI and nspkins white
as snaw, the beef tender as a cbicken, the pastry crisp sud
liglit, the te-I amn a judge af tes, sud therefore avoid,
wlieu I can, takiug any at "5 o'clock teas "-as good as I
ever wish ta drink. in fsct, I nover waut auythiug btter
in the way of aed sud lboard than I got irom my hospitable
friends.

I wish 1 could give you an idesai the cheerinlness
and hope whidh pervades this liousehold: Mr. Sheva sud
bis two stalwart sans the pictureofa beaith, sud looking
forwsrd ta certain compotence, perhaps wealth, at au early
day; the mother af the bouse sud the two young ladies
fuli ai pleasant gaiety. I liad with me s splendid teatu of
bronchas which would take you eighty miles a day. But
I loi t thetu in Mr. Shova's stables sud eutered lie
double-seated sleigh. Same ai the psrty lay down behind
as in s box ; twa yaung ladies, one on each side of me, sud
twa came on witli oneofa the boys in s jumper, to whicb
the stallion was yaked. Thus we drove ta the meeting in
the Gorman schaol-bouse. It was my first sleigh ride this
yoar,, the weather lias been sa mild we have no sleighing
in Regina, But the trees in the bluffs have prevented the
wiud taking away the little snow that fell there. As we
went slang, the ladies aud yonng mon sang suatdhes irotu
uiauy a pleasant sang.

On aur way bsck framn the meeting, though late, we
called in ut Kuowsloy Park ta greet Mrs. Holden, sud
give hier ber lusbaud sale sud sound. Mr. Hoidon is irat
Lancashire, froin near Lord Derby's place, sud lie hum-,
oronsly, sud lie is fuli ai Lancashire wit,' calis lis place
siter that ai Lord Derby. Mrs. Holden is an English
lady, looking sa yonng it was liard ta believe alie was the
mother ai the three young men wlio lave taken lomnesteads
arouud tleni. All have lad a most succesaful crap, sud
lave between thein a cousiderable quantity ai land.

As you go out ou the trail ta thie Bluffs you always
meetat least hlaf-a.dozen teatus ai settiers coming in 'witli
wood; sas many more witl hay, sud perlapa tlree or four

more tearns with hay driven by Indians from Pie-a-Pot's
Reserve, for the Indian has become a North-West farmer
toa, and is, more rapidly than could have been expected,
learning ta use the plougli and the reaper.

NICIIOLAs FLOOD DÂVIN.

LESSOJVS FI-3M FRANVCE.

IN the current number of the Fortnigldly 1?eview there is
a very entertaining, a very instructive, a very admoni-

tory article by M. Jules Simon, a member of the Academy,
entitled "lA Few ihoughts by a Patriarcli about French
Women." In it a serious subject is bandled in that seri-
ans, yet sprightiy, manner which seems ta corne naturally
ta Frenclimen. At least M. Simon treats it as a seriaus
subject, a very serious subject. He points out the influ-
ence of what the late Mr. Mattliew Arnold called the
Zeit-6!ei8t, the Time-Spirit, upon different classes of women,
and the consequent reflex action (if I may be allowed the

expression) of women upan men and upon the State. A
single sentence will suffice ta show the large view he
takes: IlWhatever faith and wbatever veneration we stili
have in France we owe ta aur womien."

But the article is not valuable ouly because it gives us
what, from a writer like M. Jules Simon, we may take ta
be a very accurate and a very unbiassed account of the
character and influence of French women. French women,
as the patriarch himse]f bints, are not a distinct class,
differing from the women of any other country. "lDifler-
ences are disappearing," he sys. 61lI the last century,
climate, educatian, local customs and, above ail, religion,
brought about dîfferences which have gone on fading away
ever since. . . ." He is right. We are fast becomiug
cosmopolitan, aur wamen, perbaps, faster than aur men.
Differences of nationality are after all superficial differ-
ences. The deeper parts of aur characters and tempera-
ments (and it is, in reaiity, with these that M. Simon
deals : I"You deal first with womanbood, afterwards with
Frenchi women," lie says), the deeper parts of aur charac-
ters and temperaments, I say, are surely mucli the
same throughout civiiizationdom, throughout Europe and
America. IlWe do not live any longer ta ta ourselves,"
ta quate him again, "since Europe lias invaded us. Europe
-iu which 1 include America, and 1 arn not sure that
America is not the larger baîf of Europe.. . .

If he is riglit, then mucli that he has ta say of his own
cauntrywomen will be of use to us here in Canada. At
ail events we can make it ta be of use, for we can, witb-
out mucli difficulty, strip bis opinions aud statements of
what they owe ta, influences and circumstances peculiariy
Frencli and put in their places influences and circum-
stances peculiarly American or Canadian. Let me, then,
qua'te without comment, or witli littie, some passages from
M. Simon's article.

Hie regards bis cauntrywamen class by 'clsss. 0f
"Society " lie says, IlIts mast characteristio and most

deplorable featuro is the separation of the sexes....
We have brought tbem (womeu) into the drawing room ;
snd once brouglit together there, we make them a low
bow and leave them there and go off ta argue and smoke
in the tap room (estaminet). . . . We do dine
together ; this is somethiug, a relie of the old times, the
good aid dsys gone by ; and we meot a couple of hours
later, exchange a few words, and separate. 1 assure you I
amn not in toue with this fashion. The French woman lias
been false ta ber duty snd ta ber history ; sbe ought ta
have been the first tý rosist such a fashion. . . . 1
accuse wamen of cowardice for not liaving deciared war
sgainst the smoking room; I accuse the women of France
of iack af patriotism. It is no use ta tell me that the
bal room is stili with us; tlie all rootu is miles below
the drawing room."

From IlSociety " he goes ta the middle classes, aud
what lie says af tliem, I think, we may take very mucli ta
heart. IlIf 1 were asked ta reckon up the qualities af aur
French middlo-ciass woman," lie says, IlI should ssy that
slie is religious, and evon lias a tendoncy ta be superstitions;-
that she is strictly moral and even a trifie austere, devoted
ta woridly gains, a good manager, splendidly faithful ta,
lier duties as a mother, thougli ohoying rather blindly tradi-
tion sud liabit in preference to lier awn riglits ; flnally,
ignorant in political matters-a defect whicli could easily
be overlooked if slie were flot 80 entliusiastic for or against
individuals. scrupulously honest in lier doslings, an earnest
patriot ; in a word superior ta lier linsband. She lias a
larger lieart, mare ontliusiasm, more intense devotion ta,
lier duties, a more impreguable common seuse....
The fauht of aur middle-class wamen is that tbey are vain,
even foolislily vain, and that their vanity includes ail wliom
tliey love. Tliey will not put up witli any supririty;
that is tbe disoaso of France; and furtlier tboy insist upon
sliowing themeolvos superior ta otliers, whidh is an absurd
contradiction, andd minous aliko ta persans wlo are attscked
by tliis lunacy and ta the whole of society. Tlie proof of
tliis twist in tlieir natures is ta be seen in their ideas about
education. They want tlieir chldren ta lie weil edu-
cated, which is admirable; but if tbey have under their
nase a good primary scliool and a bad college, tliey select
the college because it seetus ta tliem a higlier grade. Their
son miglit become an intelligent foreman, . . . but
they keep hitu for seven years at college . . . in order
ta liftliim ont ai lis proper spliere and make hitu a
bachelor of arts.. . . Trade and business are far more
profitable. But there it is-the craze for a uniform, ta be
a somebody, ta lard it over some one, ta rise higler in the
social scaie than one's fatlier." TIns muai af the middle-
clss mothèr's aspirations for lier ~son; those for her
daugliter M. Simon animadverts upon tlbus:,


