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picture, brigbtcri and softer, a'nd !oeain
did, whicb only the study of ivelt-instructed
and inventive thotîgLI con bring to the sur-
face. We possess, in the fastiiesses of the
Hudson Highlidxs, a collection of the choi-
cest picture that ever glcaintd in the glory
of imnuortal benuty, and irhich, if they
could be transported to the ivalls of Euro-
penn palaces, woul be covercd with gui-I
by rival sovereigtis contending for their
owaership. Could wve but *ell our percep-
tions with Our pictures, we should bu richer
than the Rotbsehilds,

1ýY StLEN C. GAGE.

noirs once present where a smnll party
of youug persons irere wirmiy discussing
the subjeot of practical joking. After along
and interesting debate, the question seeincd
about tu be decided in its favour, wlien a
gentleman, wvhose inelanclioly and dejected
air at once vittracied oui- attention, related
the foliovring story:

In niyounger days 1 was remarkabîe
for my tondness of practical joking, even to
sucli a degree that 1 neyer allowed a good
opportunity 10 pose unimprovcd.

My orphan cousin, Robert, tu wbom 1
was fondly atteclied, ivas of a different na-
ture from this. Hie w.s sober, sedate, gritce-
fuI, and very thoIightful, almost tu a fault.
This sttipiditjy, as 1 called it, was oflen a
check upon mny patural gayety, and it, was;
seldom that; I could induce him, to join My
boyish sports. thoughi he sometimes did,
merely tegratify me. Poor Robert! The
green turf' of les native valley, on whose
bosomn the fairest flowers that New En-land
could bouei of have bloqsomed and wit.Lered,
and passed away tu eternity, leaving betuind
themt a lasting- impress of their loveliness,
noiv cavers his moultlering asiies. Yes.
Robert i8 dead, and I amn the cause of bis
untimely end-the circumst4inceB of which
wilI serve tu coneince you of *the folly of
"praclical joking.",

It urus Jute one evening in Septomber,
that -Robert asnd myseif retired tu our room
to, talk over die exciting sites of the day,
for it was the night after the iléction, and a

fine Lolkdaiy it ilad beca to us. I Lad just
reîurned fronm a visit te sone friends in the
city, and liad of course bronglit %vith me
many curions thing* which Robert liad neyer
seen nor heard of. Ainong tbem uvas a mask,
the use of which I explained to my unso1>his.
ticated cou'uin, Wvho liglhed, rint ivondlered
whLy the people colild wisls to look horribly
cîiough te Wear one.

1 %vas in uny gayest mood, just rcady for
an adventuro, andI seeing lie was disposed to
make fun of my mask, 1 proposed an expe-
riment.

IlWhaî ?" exclaimed my cousin, "jeou do
net intend to wvear it te bcd, do 'Vou é

*Far froin it," I replied; -,I it is )'OU
soulci iear the mnask, flot I-I arn quite

ape enough witut it."
"A very just reinark indeed," hie obsory-

ed, gravely.
I bail nover seen him in butter humour,

andI 1 thought it best tu unfold my plans .at
once. At our next door liv'ud a wveahhby
gentleman, ivith whuose danghiter my b.tslitùul
cousin iras already smitten. That; very
nighl as we passedl by, on our return fî'om
thu village, lie Lad calletI and bade ber good
niglit, andI receiu'ei iii return one of flec
siveetest siniles from the happiest cyes aud
most charming lips 1 ever belield. I wira
his bo.*oi fritnd, andI tu nie le ahvays en-
trusted his secrets, (aInsI Isow litle have I
deserved such confidence,) jet, lie always
blnshed when 1 spolie oif Julia.

Some evii spirit-I know not, ihat else it
could have been-prompted une, ushen 1 pro-
pesed te Lave a lîttle sPort, at ber expense.
Miy plans uvere these ;-he iras to dress him-
self ini a suit of cloîhes to correspond uith
tue mask, which, by the way, was the muet
frigbîtful looking thing I ever saw, repair to
the dwelling of bis friend, andI caill ber te
the door by tapping. I was to stand rieur to,
witness thse resuît and participate in the joke.

He blushed, hung bis head, and, of course,
refused. 1 Lad expected this, but fiattered
mysel? tIsat 1 cou Id easily persuade him to
the eontrary. It iras, however, a bonrder
task than I Lad anticipated, for bis unwil-
lingness seemed gr-eater thon ever. TIse
reason I readily uisderstood.

I poohed, pshaired, and finally threatene îd
to expose tu ail the boys his cowardly dis-
position, as 1 pleased«to terni it, ond tender
feelings to Jabfa, which, as yet, none of tbem
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