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To the Editor of the Monctary Times.

S1r —I wish to call your attention to the ini-
quitous mode of assessment prevalent in this
city which enables the assessment commissioner
year after year to congratulate the Council on
the increased value of taxable property, and
furnishes excuses for further extravagances, but
never under any circumstances reduces the rate
of taxation.

I aminformed by an ex-assessor that the assess
ment commissioner is in the habit of overh ul-
ing the work of the assessors, and by arguments
and interference inducing them to add to the
sums which they, with due regard to their oath,
have already fixed ns the value of the property.
My informant also stated that owing to this in-
terference it was impossible for any man of in-
dependence to fill the position of assessor con-
scientiously, and to satisfy the commi- sioner at
the same time.

These statements are confirmed by acting
assessors and aldermen. A member of the
Council stated to me that this interference un-
doubtedly existed to a most prejudicial extent.
It might be argued that if the same system is
carried out in every case, it will not affect the
general result; but it does injury in this way :
increased assessment gives increased borrowing
powers; which the Council will very quickly take
advantage of Yours, ete.,

Crvis.

BANK OF OTTAWA 7S. CANADA GUAR-
ANTEE CO.

To the Editor of the M netary Times.

Srr,—I observe in your issuejust to hand that
you give publicity toa paragraph stating in effect
that ‘“the Bank of Ottawa has entered a suit
against the Canada Gnarantee Company, for
$15,000.00, being the amount of a guarantee
bond on their late cashier, who absconded some
time ago.”

Permit me to say that I think it is a pity that
the public mind should be prejudiced by such a
statement going forth without its correctness
being first established T is true that, after
considerable time has elapsed, the solicitors of
the Bank of Ottawa have obtained a writ against
this Company, but you add that the cashier ab-
sconded, and thus you give the impression (an
impression no doubt greatly desired by the par-
ties taking out the writ) that the man having
absconded must have done something that he
was afraid of, and to a great extent prejudicing
the case as against our Company.

I beg therefore to say that you are quite in
error in stating that the cashier absconded. On
the contrary it is well known that Mr. Robertson.
the cashier, remained in Ottawa after his retire
ment from the Bank’s service for some weeks
with the full knowledge of the directors, not-
withstanding that this Company had signified
to them that it they intended to claim on Mr.
Robertson’s bond they should cause his arrest
and detention pending investigation. This they
did not do, but I am informed some of the diree-
tors urged Mr. Robertson to leave the country—
the - motive being apparently obvious. Mr.
Robertson declined to do so, and, after some
time had elapsed, he notified the directors that.
having received the promise of an appointment

in New York, he would leave in the course of | G

some ten or twelve days to take it up, and that
if they desired to make any charge against him
or required any explanation he would remain
for that time in Ottawa for such purpose.

Mr. Robertson states that the only reply he
received to this was an expression of sympathy

up his position in New York, where he now is,
and is quite prepared to return, when summon-
ed by the Court, to refute the charges made
against him by the directors as soon as he had
left the country, and afford such information as
he states will entirely change the face of affairs
at present presented to the public by the direc-
tors of the Bank of Ottawa. ’

This may or may not prove to be the case,
but, in the meantime, I submit that it is not
fair for journals to give the public an’ ex parte
statement, and thus prejudice their mind against
the Company, without, as I said before, first
ascertaining whether it is correct.

In the delicate relationship in which the
nature of this Company’s business places it to-
wards the public, it is of course essential that its
record in the matter of payment of legitimate
losses shall be above question. And I regret to
say that there do exist persons who do not
scruple to avail themselves of the sensitiveness
of the Company in this respect to adopt, as a
means of coercion to obtain payment of their un-
established and illegitimate demands upon the
Company, the principal of threatening to take
out a writ and get it published in the news-
papers, and so endeavor to damage the Company
in the public estimation,

In all cases, good or bad, I think it should be
quite time for newspapers to report to the publie
when such cases have been decided and their
true merits can be ascertained. I trust you will
do this Company the justice to insert this letter
by way of in some degree removing the prejudice
which the statement you published may have
caused against this Company.

Your obedient servant,
Epwp. Rawrinas.

S—————
OIL MATTERS IN PETROLIA.

Petrolia, Oct. 11th, 1880,

The crude oil market continues well sustained.
There has been no excitement in it this last
week, and price may be quoted as $2..5 in tank.

Refined is also steady in price, at 25 cents per
Imperial gallon, ail refineries are working full
blast.
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STOCKS IN MONTREAL.

MonTRrEAL, Oct. 12, 1880.
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Montreal ......... 1503 154 | 833 | 1503 151 | 132
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Oatario............ 85 863’ 1050 85 8540  59i
Consolidated...|.... |....... Fraenas [UORUTO 7%
Peoples ... 80 |. 80; 325 79 81 48
Molsons 98 98¢ 138 97 97 674
Toronto oo o]y 10| 133 | 1358 113
Jac. Cartier ..[...... 92y 25 91 92, 59
Merchants 1054 106 | 849 | 105 | 105} 82
Commerce ...... 1274 129 | 1110 1273 128 113
Eastern T'ps...{.........|......... 21 1068
Union ..o

Hamilton
Exchange
Mon. Tel.
Dom. Tel.

Total number of shares dealt in during week, 8915—
Corresponding week last year ..... ...... ........... 3736




