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J depend upon limited!incomes for their pay-
nMente, and who if protracted sickness or
death invade their[households, muet needs
drop out. They require constant accessions
In Order to profit, and a let up involves loss
iflnot bankruptcy. The longer one pon-
ders over the methods of these organiza-
tions, the many failures that attend them,
and thelextortions that are practiced upon
borrowers, the more is he puzzled that
such things eau be and abide in a business
omamunity. The only possible explanation

1s afforded in the fact firet stated-the
Prosperity and savings of our people, the
natural demand for houses and the safe
investment of money. Possibly there
should be added the further fact that
the majority of men let other people do
the thinking for them, and above all
thinge they detest investigation. Without
dsposjition to be personal or to indulge in
strictures, it may be suggested that care-
ful investigation into the antecedents of
theranagers of some of these companies
night cause investors to lie awake nights
untl they had withdrawn their money."

FIRE APPLIANCES NEEDED.

tecurring to what was said editorially
n these cOluens a fortnight ago upon the

less0 to be drawn from the great fire in
Milwaukee we remarked that that disaster

t purred up some American cities to put
*er bouses in order and so prepare for

just uch an eventuality. Cleveland, for
earople, asks for not one or two, but six

thne am fire engines. The needs of
epartment of that city were pre.

Garduto the Board of Control by Mr.
Grdner, the director, last week, who an-

heed that, after full consultation with
dt'h-ief, hbe recommended the following

On0 tons as being imperatively necessary:
cagfire boat; six new engines; six hose

lots for three new engine houses; three
eqa same; new house for fire boat;

to etfor four new houses; one watertoer; addition to bouse for water tower ;Or fcheMoicalextinguisher ; hook and laddertrack for No. 12; addition to station 12 for
andck. rebuîding No. 4 truck; tool wagons
feetuof h; fteen horses; nine thousand

asi 88oe; forty-four men, including
leo'ncchief. What does Toronto City
Clevelndli bk Of this for additions to the

brigade, deemed "imperatively
ain ' and judged by Cleveland, what

%ppliancesShould Toronto have ?

EYARD LIFE ASSURANCE.

A sW
tO be k ahich illustrates what bas come

S t sn graveyard insurance basbel11 ral for sleveral days cf last week

N w Brunswick. Four per.
r.BRnd lduRev. Sidney Welton,hItango and GidoIn Reid were charged
Abstine conepired te dofraud the Total
th Uce Life soiGoden Le Associationof BChicago ando3p R ule Alliance cf Boston. The

tonsirey Was said to have been formed
h asure for $5,O0 the life of one Reid,

date ogiin a decline and died at about the
thenceu of the:oliies and te ban

part of it to the widow of the deceased

(whose signature had been forged to the

claim papers), retaining a good share for

themeelves. Gideon Reid, brother of the

man insured, seems to have turned Queen's

evidence against the Weltons and Randall,

and hie evidence went far to convict them.

It should be noted that Rev. Sidney

Welton was agent for the Total Abstinence

Life; hie brother, C. B., was agent for the

Golden Rule Alliance, and Dr. Randall was

medical examiner for the latter company.

On receiving permission to address the

court on Wednesday, C. B. Welton ac-

knowledged collecting three thousand dol-

lars and using the money to meet notes,

and expressed hie contrition for having

done so. -
Next day the jury was charged by Judge

Peters, who pointed ont that evidence had
been produced to prove a charge of con-

spiracy. The jury retired, and after being

out nearly eight hours, returned with a ver-
dict of guilty against C. B. Welton and Dr.

Randall, on. a charge of conspiracy to de.

fraud the companies named. In regard to

Rev. Sidney Welton the jury said they

could not agree. The judge remanded the

prisoners to jail, and adjourned the court

to consider the question of bail for the rev-

erend prisoner. It was pointed out at the

trial, and very properly, that these foreign

companies bad not made the deposit re.

quired by Dominion statute, and were.

without license to do business in!Canada.

The judge, however, charged the jury that

for the purposes of this case the Total Ab-

stinence Life Association is a lawfully ex-

isting corporation in the place where it was

organized, and that a fraud upon it com-

mitted in this country is punishable in our

courts.
A New York exchange says that the

Union Mutual Life Company of Portland

had $2,000 on Reid's life, and that the Mu-

tual Reserve Life Company had $5,000.
The case against the Weltons and Randall
was worked up with much perseverance bv

L. V. Beebe of the Union Mutual. Punish-

ment should follow snch a flagrant case of

conspiracy and fraud.

THE COMMERCE OF THE LAK-ES.

FOURTH ARTICLE.

As there existe on the part of many per-

sons a very imperfect acquaintance with

the lake and canal system of the Dominion,

a brief description may be necessary before

closing this review. Indeed, it would have

been more logical bad the review com-

menced with a description of the lakes and

canals; but as the aim bas been more to

present a comparative statement of the

trade of the lakes and canais than a de-

scriptive sketch, the reador is askod te

excuse wbat the critio may consider a lackj

et method, or, perhape, a want of logical

arrangement in these sketches.

The rapid progress made by statistical

science has enabled the merchant, as well

as the politician and others, to obtain with

some exactness the facts and figures con-1

nected with the ever increasing trade of

the country. The system is the result of

modenm methods of intellectual work. It

is net wholly due to the painstaking care oft

the statiat himself, but the credit is equally
sbared by the publie officials who have
been regularly trained to systematic work.
From the excellent 41Year Book," which
is published in accordance with the en-
lightened statistical system aboveindicated,
and under and by authority of the Depart.
ment of Agriculture, the subjoined facts
and figures have been taken.

It is, perbaps, familiar knowledge te the
people of the Upper Provinces that bthe
great lakes contain balf the freeh water of
the globe, but the statement excites won-
derment when made in the presence of
maritime people, many of whom, though
not underrating the importance of the
lakes, have but a scant acquaintance with
the large trade that is carried on upon
them.

This inland system of navigation ex-
tends for a distance of 2,260 miles from
the Strait of Belle Isle to Port Arthur, at the
head of Lake Superior. 0 this distance
seventy-one and three-fourths miles is arti-
ficial navigation by means of canals, leav-
ing 2,188J as open navigation from Port
Arthur or Duluth to the sea. From.Daluth
to Liverpool, Eogland, is 4,618 miles, and
it is one of the wonders of the age to
know that a vessel with her cargo can sail
from Duluth to Liverpool in a compara.
tively short time. . Half a century ago the
idea was scouted as a disorder of the
imagination.

The dimensious of the Great Lakes of
America are as follows :

Ht. sbove
Lake. Length. Ereadth. Area. e s,.

Superior . 390 160 81,420 6021
Huron .... 400 160 24,000 576J
St. Clair . - 25 25 360 *5701-

Erie ...... 250 60 10,000 '566t
Ontario .... 190 52 9,330 240
Michigan .. 845 58 25,590 578J

The total amount expended on the

Canadian canals up to the year 1891, in-
eluding the Baie Verte Canal across the
isthmus of Nova Scotia, was 857,214,292,

and the expenditure on the American

canals up to the same period was about

$100,000,000.
Now sixty years have passed since Bliss

wrote, and the trEflic through the various
lakes and canals might be shown in s
somewhat detailed manner, but it would
occupy too much space. A briefer and

more summary statement is, however,

given. This will be fcund most interesting'
and with the figures of Bdise fresh in the

mind, the reader's attention is called to the

remarkable contrast which these facts and

figures suggest.
The maritime reader will pause in reyer-

once at their colossal proportions, while

evAn the "Upper Canadian "wilI, perbaps,
doubt their correctness. But the autbority
on which they are givon is net ta ho
doubted. The peseibilities whb thes.
figures suggest ebould bave weigbt with

our American friends in shaping their com-
mercial policy. It should lead them to

reflect that any attempt to cripple Cana-

dian lake commerce is likely to react on
those who attempt it. A broad, states-
manlike policy must in the end prevail
where so much of the interest at stake
properly belongs to British Americans.
Mistakes were once made by the American
Government in dealing with mari*ijo
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