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WANTED-A NATIONAL VIE WPOINT

If there is one subject upon which Canada fa lhable to

de into two camps it fa the tari if, for the division be-
en the purely agricultural interests of the west and the

atil interests of the east correspond clearly to the
ýions separated by Lake Superior. The farinera of Cati-
.are findlng, through organization and co-operatiol, a

1 political power which they did not exercuse before, and

ich they will apply towards securing a reduction in the
stIng tariff. The manufacturers, on the other hand, have

n organized for a long turne, an d they are now prepared
reuit sny reduction iii the customs duties, for tbey

Dgnize that a large portion of the manufacturing f nduatry
Canada cannot exlst without protection. There are,, ia

t very few Canadian rnanufacturing industries which
re paased the "infant" stage, in spite of the fact that
[ters have somnetimeg maintaiaed that Canadian manu-
turers can compete in the markets of the world. This fa
istratsd by a atatemeat of Mr. S. R. Parsons, paît presi-
it ef the Canadian Manufacturera' Association, fa a recent
icle in the "Toronto Star." "A common fallacy," says
~Parsons, "is that the tariff entiches ail manufacturera to,
ifull extent of saie. This ia positively ridiculous, as
bfout the nxeaaure of moderate protection which the tariff
ords, industries, except here and there, could not be sus.
ned at al"

The interest o! the farinera of Ontario, Quebec, and to a
acir extent o! the maritime provinces, in to nome extent
ked up with the cause of the manufacturera, because the
istence of large cities provides a convenient market for
oducts of mixed farmiag which could not otherwise be
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The weaterners, of course, feel that they have continu-
ally borne the burden of the Canadien tariff for the protec-
tion of eastern intereata, and have secured no benefit frori
it theieolvea. They are now averse to carrying for an in-
definite period the extra war Ievy. It la a question, however,
if a large reduction in the tariff, while increasing the profits
of agriculture in Canada, would not aU disorganize our manu-
facturiag industries, that the net result to the nation would
bie a lons rather than a gain. Most certainly the iîndustrial
situation fa our eaatern, cities which promise to bie a diffcult
one for somes moatha and poaaibly years. to corne, would be
aggravated by such a measuire.

The sounidest solution would be a compr 1omise such as;

an agreement to maintain .the present tariff, including the
war Ievy, for a period o! gay two years. One of the points
which must be kept ia mind fa that uncertainty fa, always
înjurious, and an agreement promptly reached and carried
out, while it nuight not be for the beat intereas of the na-
tion, as a whole, would at least enable definite plans to be
made. There are many United States organizations whfch
are postponing their plana to erect branch plants fa Canada
in view o! the uncertaf n outlook for the tariff here.

Compromise has been a frequent factor ia British his-
tory and there is no reason why it ahould not be a useful ex-
pedient at this crilical stage fa Canada's developmnat. A
new government, no matter how -radical it might b., could
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