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SASKATCHIEWAN BlAIL INSURANCE

Explained for Benefit of the. Agriculturst - By-laws
Must b. Passed by Tweaty-flve Municipalities

In order that the recently passed Saskatchewan Hail In-
surance Act may be undersýtood by the farmers, an explanatory
pamphlet has beenjs.e b\y the goverrament. It gives the
grain-grower ever pssbl instruction as to procedure under
the Act in the fürmi of a;aL cim

A fariiner \%ho wjhsto selure the benefits of the Act
proceeds 4yý b-comning oner of al group of fatrmers ta ask, their
rural munitipal or local mrve ntdistrict councit to sub-
mit th(- nater of hiai] insurance to a vote of the ratepayers
at the netxt imunicipal etectians,.

Afller dvscribing ther ordinaryprceur of thef passing of
a by)la by a caunct thel pamrphlet states Mhat isý to be done
if a couincil rfssor faits to give the hait insuirancçe by-law
for first and seco:nd readL(inlgs in Augusrt or Stembein)(r. It ex-
plains that if before Setemttiiber ist, ai petition sindby not
tess than _' pur (cent of thlt re',iden1t rartj)epves of the munici-
paItty or district askinig thiat the- neesar tpýs be. taken
to sub1)Ilit thebyta ta al Vote, is reie by the counIcit, the
counicit must give flhc by-Iaw firar and sconmd rcadings and
subimit the quti(on to à Voite of the ratepaye-rs.

Must Be TwentyIIWS MUfilpeIIsS.
Tlhen corne(s the qjuestion. If the bail insurance by-law

passes,' arei ail thi- crops wýithin the- municipatity or district
insured agithiti the niext seas-oni?

The answer i5: Not un1vss dte ratepayersý of trwenty-four
other miiiaitie or distric ts sýhaI atso have passed the hait

insuanc bya~.Thee uter weny-fur ay, be scaittcred
a1Il ove(r thlt provin(c,

'lthencest for h1avinig twny fl Il unîcipalities, or dis-
tricts pass the, hit in'ý1urao' byý-1iaw is extane S follOwS
llv(iecau it isý nevcessary that the risk be distributed over a
targe. area1 of land if a tow taX raite is, ta be miaintainied and the
p;uinclnt of tuse iade' reatsonably secu tre, If oi a few of
theuic iiîfpatlities, wuro in ilt s( hemie, and a good dei of hait
shlould occu tr in themi, tho tax %%ould not yield enlough funds to
pay the os.
Appolntment of Hull insurance Commilssion.

As soon as 25 mnunicipatities or district-if more than
25, so-much the etr-aepassud the hait insuraince by-taw,
theý hait insurance commtission is- created, This is a body of
threec commnisisioners whIo arc to bc rep)onsibte for the under-
taking.

The goveramen(ýlt sceets and appoints, the, chairmran, and
thg, othevr tw'o comimissioniers are eece by the, reeves of ail
theruicpiis or dlistricts that hiave passed the hait insur-
anc bylaw The chaîrmanii hotds Office during the pleasure
of the ,itennt.ý;iiGoviernor-îni-Council, and the( two other mecru-
bersý hotd office for two-year terrms, one retirinig each year.

The, duties of the comissioners are as fottows ,-i. Ap-
pointing attncesr officers. such as inrtr4~.Srtu-
spectors or adjusters, etc. 2. Receiving att moneys raised
under the h'ait insurancet byý-law of the vairjou.s municipalities.

l. eceîving, inspecting and determiining afil claimas for hait
lse.4. Paving ait approvedi caims. and ait expenses of in-

spect ion, e-tc. 5. Deteriming the hasis on which additionat
miunîicipalities shail corne into the scheme after the flrst year.
0. Fixing the spec iat rate or tax for hait insurance purposeS
for the next year.
Speclal Rate or Taix Levieul.

Then cornes an important question :-How wiil the money
for the payment of tasses be raised.. The answer given is:
By af spec iai rate or tax levied on the land of every munici-
patity that has passed the hait insurance by-taw. N'ýo hait in-
surancet tax is ta be'tevied on municipalities or districts that
do not pass the hait insurance by-taw.

The amount of the hail insurance tax in the administrative
areas where it is to be imposed is flxed, for the flrst vear, at
four cents per acre, or $6.40, per quarter section, or $25 per
section. The rate or tax is assessed on the totat acreage of a
farin and not merely on the acres under crop.

Son'. Lande are Exempt.
Lands withîn the limits of a hamtlet (building tots) and

land hetd under grazing lease f rom'the Dominion govertiment
are exempt f rom the speciat tax. Hlaiet lands aie exempt
because, althaugh within a munîcipatity <or district) they
are flot farm lands. Lands held unider grazing lease are ex-
empt because they are supporting live-stock'and flot grain
,crops, and hence shouid, not be taxed for hait insurance pur-
poses,

But certain lafids may be withdrawn. Such lands are as
foiiows -- (a lAn unpatented homestead upon which there is:
tess titan 25 ;acres under cultivation rnav he withdrrawn by the
Isomes;teader from the tax and, Qf course, from participation in
tIuc insurance benefit. (b) Any quarter section, or number of

quarter sections of grazîng or hay land that is comptetety in-
closed by a substantiat fence in good repair, and that is
actuatty used by him for grazing or hay purposes only, and
no portion of which is under grain crop or cultivation, may
be withdrawn by the owner or, occupant, provided he is a
resident of the municipatity or district. The withdrawat of
sucit lands must be done each year, before May ist, by writ-
ten notice to the secretary-treasurer of the municipatity or
district.
Grain Crops Only are lnsured.

Once the farmer's land is assessedi for the speciai hait
rate, ait grain crops on that land are automaticatty insured
as it wcre. Indcmnîty witt not be paid for damage ta hay,
pasture, root, soiting, forage, or silage crops.

With regard to, hail lasses it is provided that the hait in-
surance funds of atl the munîcipatlities or districts in the sciteme
are ta be pooled, and that atl expenses and tosses are ta be
paid out of the one poaled fund. Notification of toss is to be
made ta the tiail Insurance Commission by registered letter
within three days of the damage being done. Att fosses must
be paid before December i sth each year.

The hait rate witt appear on assessment notices and be
payabte just the saime as any other municipal or schoot tax.
Its paymnirt can be enforced by the municipatity in just the
saine a any other tax.
No Indemnlty If Damiage Less Than 10 Per Oint.

There reinis the ques,,tion of indemnity. Tlhis fîxed by
the act arl five cents for vvery one, cent, of damnage done. Thus
if the crop is torty desroy the indemrnity witt be five dol-
tars per ac(re of (ropietryd if half destroyed, $2.5o per
acre;- if one(-qIuarter destroy ed, 8 1.25 per acre. No indemnity
witl be. paîdf for dam fiage Iess titan teni per cent.

Should the unifortuntet( contingency arise that claimes for
damaiges amounted ta more titan the proceeds of the hait tax,
then the \%-nsf il be paid in ftli flrst, and the claimes witt
be paid pro rata out of the fund then on hand. A tate ciixu
,Aitt be treatvd the same as an earty dlaim. A large ctaimi wil
get the- samne share and no more than the same share, in pro-
portion, as a smatt dlaim,

Suooosa Depends on Farmera, Support.
The pertinent question is asked z-Is it titety that the

dlaimrs for toss, witt exceeçldie funds avaitabte to pay themn?
Ta this tht, foltowing ainswýer is given :-"No; provided

the farniers raiy ta the support of the seheme as they have
daner ta the solution of the ete-vator probtern. "

In furttser exptanation of the scheme the pamphlet States
that the commission wýitt have the power ta deciare a tower
rate, wheneiver it shait have a sufficient surpus on hand ta war-
riant it in s0 doing. The cormmission, however, has flot the
power to inc-reatse the rate above four cents per acre.

Private lsil i'urdeco'npanies doing business in Sas-
katchewanii witt be undisturbed.

SASKATCHEWAN MUNICIPALITIES CONVENTION

Duiring the convention of the municipalitiesý of Saskratche-
ivanl hetd rcentty\ at Prince Albert, twýo interesting pape)(rs
wret given by M.,r, J. N. Boyne, Deprut\y-Minister of Municipal
Affairs, and Rev. E. B. Smith, of Saskatoon. The poticy and
importance of the depatrinenit of municipal affaiir,; xvas st rong-
ly evid(enced in the discussion on the Varions resolutions.

The governimeflt should be reqluested to establisis in thse
departmnent Of municipal affairs a branctr under the control
of an, expert, who wotuld assist municipalities in thse marketing
of debentures, wvas the opinion, of thse delegates, and was given
the hearty endorsation of the convention.

The suggestion %%as made that a larire saiary would be
required by sucit a finainciai expert, but that this might be
overcome by tise goverriment charging reasonabie commission
for setling the bonds.

The unanimity with which the convention expressed their
disapprovat of the bonusîng of industrial corporations was
gratifying. A resolution was unanimousty passed requesting
the goverriment to make the necessarv. amendments to thse
present city act, to prohibit such competitive biddin-g.

The suggestion of an enactmnent which would give cities
the power to, assess tise cost of a high pressure fir 'e 'Protection
system, which shouid vary fromt year ta year according to thse
actuat value of the lands and impravements risereon, was also
favore-d and the necessary resoitution passed.

Mr. F. W. Hilton, of Leross. stated thzt his village had'
struck, a flow of natural gas and ite introduced a resolution
asking that power should be given ta villiaç-rs, enabting thern
ta borrow mon-ey for the development of nattiral resources
within their timits. Thse resolution wis adopted.

Thereý was the usual competition amnonzst the delegates of
difierent towns ta secure tise convention of 1913, Indian Hlead
beinz selected by a goo~ mi ajority f rom Moase Jaw, Norths
Battieford and Regina.
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