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BREVET PROMOTION.

wElicar that there is a great deal of (lissatisfacîion in Quebec
VY e thîe brevet mank, amongst the permanent officers of IlB''

Baller>', owing 10 the fact that the change wvill cost theni about $5o

for uniifornii, and, as there is no pay attached to the newv order of

things, they object to hav'ing to pay out mnoiev ini this wva>. 1'hey
say that as Ilîcre is no pay attaclic(l to il the), do not see any great
adv'antage ini the newt scherne. \Vitlî thc îîew~ orcler 1.ieut.-Col.
WVilson, R.C.A., will go about 5o upl the seniority list. It is also
stated that action wvill be taken by the active militia officers in i Que-
bec to request the Minister to cancel thîe order.

A Subaltern writes :Col. 'Furtîbull says the order re brevet
rank shoulcl be extended to the wvhole militia. In the United States
there are many colonels. As Max O' Rell says, Il Few escape it.''

Shall wte have the sanie state of affairs liere ? \Vhat is the object
of thîe order, anyway ? Does il carry încreased pay ? Wby doesn't
the Governmient do something sensible, like increasing the pay and
reducing the uiniforni buis, instead of raising the pay b)' keceping
the prescrit rate and raising the rank. \Ve have t00 many illusions
in the militia. Too much 1 "keepiîîg tup appearances,"I and too little
realit>'. 1 suppose nothing less than war w~ill bring us down to
facîs and cominion sense.

Ant officer in No. i Military D)istrict wvrites: The G.O. recently
issued, providing for brevet rank of officers in the permanent corps,
does not mneet wvith any degree of approval amongst those interestecl
in militia affairs ini this vicinity. 'Tle opinion prevails in sontie
quarters îlîat the b)revet rank should be given only for somîe un-
usual service rendered. If, lîoiever, thîe plan is reaîly 10 go into
operation tliere should be some (lcgree of e(qnality, between the pet'-
marient corps atnd the inilitia reginieîîî. As pointed out ini the
editomial colunmns of'l'îuî:. (GAZI-'ETi in last issue, the bonors should
be shared equally b>' both. Just here it mnigli be said îlîat thcre
is an idea prevalent that the permanent corps is awvay above
the «voititieer" force. The idea is a great mistake. The
only difference that the w'riter can sec is that the former ar'e
ini the - force'' solely as a business andi the latter toir love. D o
flot let niy remnarks in this particular be mistnnderstood. \Vbat
1 desire t0 imnpress is that the permanent for-ce officers are ex-
pectecl to cevote ail Ilicir lime 10 mnilitary, matters, while those
in the 1 volunteer'' force have ollier businesses to attend to,

and thîe military, niatters are nmore of a secondary consideration.
But nevertheless, amongst thern will be found officers thorougli-
ly posted and, indeed, fî'on the w'i-ier'.i exp)emience in sortie par'-
ticulars. better poslcd thati the I cads - vho are desirous of lord-
iîîg it over the - poor fellowv ini the volunteer corps.' -1'here are,
no doubt, nîany wh'lo will (lisagree %vith nme in Ibis paritilar. But
sucli is the opinion of the wtriter, and, 1 ani happy' 10 say, likewise
the opinion of a ver>' large percentage of the Il poor fellovs " who
are nol 50 fortunate as 10 hold appoininents aI reginenlal depots.

Thomias Atkins' - vrites :Regarding the t'emarks ini 'our last
issue with reference 10 brevet tank and qjualifications of officers of
the permnanent force, 1 wtisb 10 point out that 111e> (Io an injustice bo
at leasî îwo officers, viz., Major Wadinore and Capt. ELaton. T1he
former 1)assed a splendid exainiation at H-alifax with the Iniperial
troops wvhcn the lnfantry School corps wvas organised, and later on
sJ)ent some inonîlis in England, Nv'here lie qualiticd for any field
rank at Aldet'shot and 1lythe, etc. Capt. Eaton holds a first-class,
grade A infantr>' certificate, long course, including Kingston, lias
ail tic artillcry certificales lie can get, anîd has alsopasscd in cqita-

tion, so that no com-plaint cati be made against these two officers
for flot being qualified.

AN interesting contribution on brevet promotions appears in
The Toronto Telegrani fromi Lieut. -Col. J. F. Turnbull, laie

officer coniianding Royal Canadian Dragoons, in which lie says:

*1 quite sympathize with the officers of the iliitia generally on
the innovation just made, and the distinction drawn as regards
promotion of the officers in the permanent corps, as compared with
their brother officers of the active militia-which is really introduc-
ingç into the Canadian force one of the wvorst features that use(l t0
exist in the British army-when brevet rank wvas accorded to the
oficers of the Houisehold Brigade-until it was swept away with
other uinjust privileges by MNr. Cardwell's fanious commission of re-
organi/.ation..

11 do iiot know w~ho is responsible, but 1 think evervone will
admit that the change has been nmade hastilv and wihotit due con-
sideration for the welfare and interest of the force aI large, and
that the only course nowv possible, in order that justice miay be
meted out 10 ail, is to make the ride operalive throughout the whole
force without distinction.

I fear the harni that General Herbert introduced and endeav-
ored very insidiously to inculcate into the permanent schools of
instruction, liv'es aftet' him ; and w~hile 1 was flot surprised to read
in the English n ewspapers an accounit of his speech to the Bisley
Team, in which hie said he hoped to see the day wvhen a Canadian

reim ntighît exchange dut>' with his own regiment ini London, 1
wvas more than ainazed to reaci that this suggestion 'vas receiveci
wvith cheers froni those present-for wthile 1 cati (juite understand
that any British regiment wvould gladly exchange for three years'
service in Canada ini preference 10 the mi-onotonous daily routine of
gruard nîounting over public buildings in London, 1 do flot believe
that any nuînber of Canadians could be got to enlist for snch tvork,
nor do 1 think il wvould be in the interests of Canada nor in the
welfare of our youing men 10 encouragre snicl injurions dreams. T[le
fact cannot be to0 persislently kept before the public that the whole
question of our militia organization has ouît-growvn its original con.
ception where a British garrison exisîed ini Canada, and that it
should be make the subject of an ofificiai enquiry, and 1 %'as sorry to
sec Col. l)oniville's suiggestion for a royal commission flot taken top
in the flouse of Conimons, and also 10 hear liat Maýjor--General Gas-
coigne wvas flot in favor of sncb enquirv, wthile the NIiniister of
Miilitia in bis speech at the Garrison Club) clitner bere wvas not very
encouraging, aLS lie told us plainly that niilitia exl)enditure ivas not
looked uipon favorably by the people of Canada, wvho were indiffer-
cnt 10 niilitia miatters ini gemieral, excel)t in their deterniinatio,î t sec
andl gel full value ini returfi for every dollar expended. This latter
view~ 1 certainly en(lorse, aild - s0 Sa>' w~e all.'

LORD WOLSELEY ON THE OHINESE.

Lord Wolseley in an interview said: -Theî Chincsc arc the conîin,
nation. 'f'lic Chinese will, I think, ovcrrî,n the 'vorld. There will
l)e, 1 assume, another xvar betveeni France and Gcrmnanv, and il

will be about the bloodiest war, or series of ivars, "'e have scen ini

Euirope. But, soîne day, a great gencral, or law-givcr, wvill arise ini
China, and thîe Chiniese wvill take to thc professioti of arms. TIhey
wilI hurl themselv'es uipon the Russiati Empire, andl before the
Chinese armnies-as they iossess every niiîary virtue, are stolidly
indlifférent t0 dIcath, and capable of inexhaustible endurance-the
Russianis wilI go down.'' Lord Wolseley even believes that the
Celestials will ovtrruti India, and thinks English statesnien should
strain evcry nerve 1<) keep on good ternis 'vill China.


