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servation and tÉeatmnent of disease, %vere long and tedjious, but
the onlv Sure way to professional distinction and hono1r. But now,
sixîce tie advent of the modernî developineit (if pajthology. and
especially of bacteriology, the unknowNv is accepted as nîagnifi-
cent by the wle niedical'profession. and at certain dlistinction
can be acliieved without much talent or industry; the microtome
and, the cultivation tube (thoughi work< connected with theni often
resemibles a sad niechanical exercise), have prov'iced a royal roa(l
for mien into fields of clinical wvork they have îîot knowNv how~ to
cultivate. Thîey have shirked flic apprenticeship to clinical
medicine, yet claimi the considleration and emioluments due to the
skilled and experienceci journeynian."

Nowv'hospital training is niost essential to, a truc knowledge
of cisease, and continuaI observation at flhc 1edside wviti ,goo(l
tutorial instruction is a more important factor in'the educ'at ion
of a medical manî than the best andci ost complete kr.oNvleclge
of ill the bacterial fornis. FIow to properly examine a patient,
how to question imii so, as to get ai the salient points of his iii-
ness, hiov to observe -his deviation from. the normal in posture,
color, e.xpression, anci concuct-how to examin~e aIl. bis excre-
tions and tell howv tlîey clffer from those in liealtl,ý; obscrwýî t-lic
character of the tongue and pulse, the breathing, 'care essc:ný-
tis. After this the blooci iiiay bcecxamined and otlier nîethods
used to confirmn or (lisprove our previously conceiveci idea oif wvhat
the patient is suffering from. Ali this is much more important
than a repetition of a series of experimients iii laboratories, and
the culture of innunierable bacihli, common and rare. Mmfid you,
I do flot îvish to, disparage laboratory teaching, it is essential, but
we can hav'e too mnuch of a gooci thing-,and laboratories no-wadays
take up too rnuch of tlic student's tin-ie iii the latter years of his
curriculum. The ordinary stuclent shoulci have a good working
lcnowleclge of laboratory methods, and this should. be obtained
chiefly during his first two years, but the refinemients if insisted
on ivili be requiredl at the expense of sonie more ulseful1 and prac-
tical information, for the average student can only hoîd so much
knowledge-it is hopeless to attemipt to put a quart measur%,- into
a pint pot.

I would siggest that among students onily a selected fcw be
made use of for research work, and that tlic average aian be not
freighted ivith too much laboratory ballast, but that room- be lef t
for other kinds of cargo, the use of which may prove of great
value in tlic voyage through. life. Post-graduate niedical' researchi
work should also be encouraged by every university, andci, por-
tunities given to every suitable person to continue uines of work
for which lie is most fitted.
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