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THE DUBLIN CONVENTION.

The great Convention of the Irish race
which met last week in the capital of
the nation has fulfilled the exzpectations
of the millions of Trishmen throughout
the world. XNou such thoroughly repre-
sentative and intluential delegation of
the various communities that compose
the Irish people ever met together to de-
liberate oncommon interests. Doubtless,
there were some delegates unavoidably
kept away whose presence would have
strengthened the Convéntion. We have
already expressed regret for the inubility
of some of our own choice to make the
journey to Dublin, and it is reasonable
to suppose that in other places there,

--were nominees similarly circumstanced."
On the whole, however, there was no
lack of oratorical gifts, deliberative wis-
dom or patriotic devotion, and the spirit
of forbearance and self-abnegation mani-
fested on behalf of the cause of peace
and unity was admirable chroughout.

" There was just ane thing to be deplored,
the refusal of Messrs. Healy, Redmond
aud Sexton to accept the offered olive

“Branch, and thus at the outset, by a
timely and gracious concession to the
preponderant desire, to crown the asseni-
bly with reconciliation and assurance of
unity. With that single exception the
utmost harmony prevailed. The open-
ing meeting gave the keynote to the
character of the Convention. On the
motion of Mr. Justin McCarthy, the
Right Rev. Dr. O’Dounell, Bishop of
Raphoe, known for his patriotic promo-
tion of the use of the Irish language
was elected permanent chairman, and an
excellent chairman His Lordship made.
He ruled the procesdings with judgment
and impartiality. Almost at the begin-
ning of the deliberations, the Papal
Benediction gave the Convention the
sanction of the Holy See, His Holiness
alao expressing an ardent desire for the
settlement of the difticulties that had
supervened. In speaking to the resolu-
tions passed for the reconstruction of the
party on the principle of united etfort in
the cause of Home Rule, the Right Rev-
erend chairman said that they demand-
ed self-government as a right, and gave
allegiance to no British party that did
not pledge itself to support their de-
mands and faithfully keep its pledges.
Within the Irish Parliamentary Party
only one rule could prevail—that of
recognition of the will of the majority.
Messrs, Blake, Dillon and Davitt took
part in the discussion, and the resolution
received additional force through the
reading of a letter from His Grace the
Archbishop of Toronto, expressing
hearty concurrence in the objects of the
Convention. Bishop (’Donnell was
happy in his words of welcome to s¢
many members of the Irish race who
held prominent positions in the United
States, in Australia, in South Africa, in
Canada and, in fact, reprcsented the
greater Ireland over the sea. When
His Lordship, referring to the unhappy
disunion within tho party, said that no
man or se} of men ghould place them-
selves in competition with the cause of
Ireland, {hia tentiment evoked intense
enthusiasm. .Equally telling was the
langunage in wlih,by statistics from the

" report of the finanrial commission, and

~ by arguments based thereon, he showed
~that ‘only:-by complete seif-government

"¢ ld:Iréland look for justice orsuch an

nipistration of her affairs as would
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prove satisfactory to her people and as-
sure to the nation its due development.
Among the more remarkable .speeches
were those of Mr John Dillon, Mr. Justin
MeCarthy, Mr. Edward Blake, and Mr.
T. P. 0'Connor, members of the Imperial
Parliament, the Hon. John Costigan,
M. 1", of Ottawa ; Rev. Father O’Donneil,
of Montreal ; Very Rev. Dean Harris, of
Toronto; Mr. Michael Davitt, Rev. Father
Marshall, of Manchester, N.H.; Rev. Dr.
Phillips, of Scranton, Pa.; Mr. Alfred
Webb, of Dublin; and Rev. Father O'Cal-
laghan, of Buston., As soon as it was re-
cognized that the dissentient minority
had dete rmined not to participate in the
Conventinn, the members of the latter,
as if moved by A common impulse, de-
clared in favor of acknowledging the
claim of the majority to take the lead.
At the same time, in view of certain
misrepresentations which had been pub-
lished regarding the delegates, charging
them with partisanship, and & merely
sectional representation, the secretaries
isaned a circular setting furth the true
circumstances under which they lad
been nominated and that they had
come to Dublin at their own ex-
pense and without pledges to any
gection or leader. On this ground they
claimed courteous treatment from
the Irish people and press of every
party. Mr. Healy took occasion, after
the Convention was over, to speak with
rospect to the Canadian delegates, who
were evidently, he sald, men of rank in
their own land. The Hon. Edward
Blake, M.P., apoke at considerable length
in favor of unity of purpose within the
ranks of the party, claiming for the judg-
ment of the majority the right to prevail
on all vceasions when there arose a
ditference of upinion. As a jurist and
parliamentarian  of experience, Mr.
Blake's opinion  reasonably carried
weight. Mr. Bluke wlso proposed that
the cottrol of the funds should rest en-
tirely with the Irish Parliamentary
party. The Hun. John Costigan spoke
warmly in favor of majority rule. He
considered the Cunvention a genuine re-
presentative meeting of the [eish people
all over the world.  He rejoiced in heing
able to bring back to Canada a message
to the effect that unity had been practic-
ally established by the acknowledgment
of the principle of majority rule. In
fact no other prineipie was practicable-
Much interest was naturally attached to
the language of Mc. Dillon, whose posi-
tion was an extremely delicate one. He
aciuitted himselt to the satistaction of
the meeting. He was, he said, quite
willing to resign his place as chairman
of the Yarliamentary Party and equally
ready to follow any leader who might be
selected as hig auccessor. Thia generous
offer Lo serve even under thoze who had
maligned him if the party deemed their
election to be in the interest of
the cause, won the hearts of all the
delegates and Mr. Dlllon was re-elected
or rather contirmed by cheers of un.
uaual fervor and duration. Several re-
solutions were carried—one in favor of
an Irish university. An address or ap-
peal to the Irish at home aund abroad,
signed by all the foreign delegates, sup-
plemented the Convention. It bore wit-
ness to the fact that the members of the
parliamentary — majority and their
friends bad scrupulously abstained from-
attempting to influence their judgment,
so that they were left perfectly free to
reach conclusions purely au the merits
of the facts which they had come to
learn. The utmost unanimity prevailed
in favor of genuine party unity on the
basis of respect for the rule of the ma-
jority. On that principle they asked for
common action among Irishmen
throughout the world. For their own
part, they pledged themselves to give
the Irish parliamentary party their un-
failing support until self-government
was restored to Ireland and they were
called to yield.allegiance toan Irish
Parliament sitting in Ireland’s ancient
capital. Thus hopefully did the great
Convention come to anend.

OUR WORKINGIEN,

A celebrated writer, who has devoted
many years to the study of the aocial
and political characteristies of our neigh-
bors, grows eloquent over the plessant
lite of the American workingman. “In
Connecticut and Massachusetts,” he
writes, “the ojperatives in many sa
manufacturing .town lead a life far
easier, far more brizhten:d by intel
lectual culture and by amusements, than
that of the clerks and shopkeepers in
England or France. In cities like Cleve-
land or Chicago one finds miles on miles
of suburb filled with neat wooden houses,
each with its tiny garden plot, owned
by the shop assistants and handi-
craitsmen, who return in the horse cars
in the evening from their work.”

This is certainly a pleasant picture.
But, notwithstanding the comparison
which makes it to some extent invidi-
ous, to say that it is peculiar to the in-
dustrial lije of the United States would
be saying rather too munch. That there
is in American cities & class of success-
ful clerke and artisans who, without
seeking to be raised above their fellows
into the ranke of millionaires and mer-
chant princes, are- intelligent. enough

-and steady - ehough, and, we may add,
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fortunate “ enough, to acquire-a com-
petency and have sense and taste enough
to use it in making for themselves happy
homes, with resources for the intellectual
and esthetic faculties, no one will deny,
and no one ought to wish that there
were grounds for such depial.

But the. existence of such a class is
only one phase of American cities.
There are other phases not 8o desirable,
as the same writer has acknowledged.
There is misery in New York and Chica:
goas well as in London and Paris. DMr.
Stead has written & book on Chicago
which he doubtless believed necessary to
humble the pride of that mighty metro-
polis. (Whether he was justified or not,
he certainly showed thas the halcyon life
of the suburban tradesman, travelling to
and from his work and enjoying the de-
lights of arefined and cultured house-
hold, was not the only feature in its
development to be noticed by the ob-
servant stranger. ‘e do notapprove
of Mr. Stead’s theology, nor do we think
that his ethical elevation makes him
wortny o it in judgment on his fellow-
men. But some of the conditions to
which he drew attention were already
well known to the world. In fact, the
American city is like the cities of other
countries in containing many diversi-
ties of character and many conditions of
life. The larger cities of the United
States have their ' slums,” and clever
American writers have vividly depicted
the wretchedness and vice that abound
in them. How far this drawback to
their social and industrial advancement
is due to immigration we cannot say.
It we believe some writers, the original
settlers muat have heen superior to the
ordinary tailings of humanity. Yet the
records of the past do not bear this out.
There seems to have been from the
earliest days of colonization a pretty
fair sprinkling of the discreditable ele-
nient, and immediately afterthe Revolu-
tion law.essness had to be held in check,
as at present. There is no perfect com-
munity.

As to the claim that for the industrial
clasges there is a better opportunity of
rising in the werld, or that employment
can be always obtained by worthy work-
men, or thit mechanics and clerks and

operatives are intellectually more richly
endowed and better educated than else-
where, in the United States, we, are not
disposed to admitit. We are rather in-
clined to believe that the conditions
which Mr. Bryce regards as so excep-
tional, furnish evidence of a general im-
provement in the ranks of labor every-
where than that they mark an amelior-
ation monopolized by the United States.
No person who has attained the yeais of
middle age can fail to have observed
this welcome change. Labor is held in
honor to & degree surpassing anything
known to the generations that went
before, and this fact is quite independent
of those fluctuations in business and in-
dustry to which all commercial and in-
dustrial enterprise isliable. Democracy,
which is not confined to this continent
nor to countries nominally republican,
may in part account for it. One writer
—a millionairé—~has characterized the
rule of his adopted country as “trium-
pbant demiocracy.”  But the sentiment
of democracy which his compatriot

-(who lived not in a Scotch castlebut in a

Scotch cottage) explained as tiae feeling
that “a man’s a man for ’a that,” has
pervaded civilization and has modified
the old order of things amazingly. In
some respects it may find more definite
and frequent expression in the United
States than in the old world., The
growth of enormous fortunes and the
denire for them have, however, a ten
dency to repress it among our neigh-
bors ; aristocratic society in New York
or Boaton or Chicago assumes the tone
and exclusiveness of aristocratic society
everywhere, And yet those massive
fortunes have added to rather than de-
tracted from the respect that is paid to
intelligent labor.

The day is past when the steady,
sober, aspiring workingman could be
looked down upon from any eminence.
To assign all the causes that have com-
bined to produce this salutary change of
sentiment would require a dissertation,
rather than an article, even if soms of
those causes were not likely to elude
inquiry. The main thing is that we
have the advantage of it, in Canada as in
other more or less favored regions. If
there i still room for improvement—if,
even for the best trained head or hand,
there is not always remunerative occu-
pation,—if, €ven in prosperous times, all
nen cannot be masters—if, when fortune
is most kind, o competency is all that
most workers can reasonably expect and
wealth is allotted to the few,—we have,
nevertheless, a good deal to be thankful
for in *“ this Canada of ours "’ and in this
fine old city of Montreal. There is one
feature of Montreal that may be men-
tioned as in happy contrast with many
an American city of the same popula-
tion. There is very little of what may
be characterized as sordid poverty—
nothing to which it would be justifiable
to apply the name of “slums.” There
are poor neighborhoods, no doubt, but
in the poverty there is nothing repel-
lant, while the air of contentment.and
even of good taste—the love of flowers
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and of pets—that cheers, and adorns the-
lot-of _h,u‘p‘dredsl of ‘humble ‘homes~re-.

flects honor on those who in past genera-
tions ‘laid the foundations of such a
character. Cheerfulness, politeness, piety
—where these qualities reign—and they
are essential in the Gaelic and Celtic
temperament—even poverty is enriched
and. the hardest life is blessed. Nor are
they necessarily distinct from the more
aggressive and sclf-assertive virtues of
perseverance and assiduity and ambi-
tion to excel. Tbe suaviter in modoim-
plies the presence rather then the ab-
sence of the fortiler in re. At any rate,
those who know something of Montreal’s
workingmen, skilled and unskilled—and
we had an opportunity on Monday last
of estimating their strength—will admit
that they have a fair equipment of both
sets of qualities, and they should never
be divided, for, great a thing as success
is, it may be purchased too dearly.

A GREAT CRUSADE.

Of two movements set on on foot by
the late Cardinal ILavigerie, one, a
movement of reconcilement, was both
patriotic and Catholic; the other,a move-
ment of philantrophy, was also essenti-
ally Catholic, and as to its bearings,
ecumenical. Until that great church-
man-apoke with authority and humane
sympathy, the nations that had par-
titioned Africaamong them could hardly
be said to have been truthful as to the
conditions of slavery and the slave-trade
in the Dark Continent. Theiragents did
hesitate, when occasion offered, to con-
demn the -Arab trader of the interior,
whose most profitable business was the
trafic in human beings. They even
went so far at times as to give a vivid
enotgh picture of the operation of the
system; to describe the raid on unsus-
pecting villagers, the slaughter of the
extremely old and of infants, of the sick
or the maimed, of all indeed who might
delay the march to the coast and thus
impair the vile gains of the kidnajppers.
It is from the missionaries, however,
that we obtain the most explicit and an-
thentic accounts of the evils of the
execruble tratlic. Unhappily the reports
of the missionaries are addressed to the
societies or denominations by which
they are commissioned, and are seldom
printed in a form that appeals to the
community at large. It it were not for
the anti-slavery organizations, which
are of course especially interested in the
collection of statistics in support of the
objects they have at heart, it is doubtiui
whether the mass of such reports would
ever be even heard of by the generality
of readers. The influence of such
societies is, moreover, restricted.
Although the Church is strongly oppos-
ed to slavery and to the terrible trafiic
by which it is maintained, the number
of persons who have had any opportunity
of seeing the outrages on humanity
against which the Church has sat her
face 1is, comparatively speaking,
extremely small. And, as a poet said
long ago, what men see with their own
eyes affects them more powerfully than
mere hearsay could be. Slavery and
the slave trade being matters of hearsay
to the millions of Christendom, it makes
little impression on them, save when
some strong and sympathetic voice
arouses them for a moment from their
indifference and makes them try to
realize what a fearful evil it must be.
Seldlom has the Chrlstian world been
more deeply stirred by any appeal to the
sense of wrong and the duty of righting
wrong than when Cardinal Lavigerie
raised his voice on behall of the poor
Atrican, robbed of every natural right,
of heme, of liberty, of parents, wife and
children, and driven like a brute beast,
to be =old at a slave-mart. Not young
and vigorous men only, but women and
children, provided they were able to
stand the strain of the march, were sub-
jected to this treatment. It was not asa

‘novice that this prince of the Church, in

a land once rich in bishops, theologians
and preachers, began what he hoped
would be & crusade worthy of the name.
He had for years been engaged in & mia-

sion  which had enabled him
to receive regularly the f{ullest
information concerning the organ-
ized tralic in natives carried

on by Arabs and half-casts. His mis.
sionaries were among the most success-
ful of mcd:rn evangelists and their in-
fluence for good was felt over a broad
range. DBut this evil of slavery was be-
yond their power to repress. One of tho
chief strongholds of the traflic was sonth
of the Sahara just opposite the Arch-
bishop’s jurisdiction, in central Soudan,
Some years ago this vast region, which
has its castern extremity on the confines
of Egypt and the western south of Mor-
occo, was one mighty hunting ground of
the slave trade. The native city of
Kuko in&&rnou was the central mar
whither Wie wretched captives were col-
lected like dumb driven cattle from far
and near over that savage domain. A
dozen years ago it was estimated that
10,000 were brought there every year.
Bent only on gain, the mnimrods of this
dire chase disregarded the sufferings of
those who grew faint on the long march,
leaving them to perish by a lingering
anguish when they did not more merci-

‘fully end their torments by summary

despatch. As in the Noxthwest piles of

ler of the slainghter of the now extinct

L
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‘bones along the trails remind.the travel- plause, 4nd how for & quarter of an hour.

buffalo, ‘g0 in that torrid region the
bones of the victims tell the story of
“man's inhumanity to man.” In this
field of diabolic industry Morocco has a
centre of its own at a place called Sidi
Hamed ibn Musa, seven days' journey
from Moqudor, and from this point the
slaves gathered from great distances are
forwarded in gengs to Fez, Meginnez and
Moroceo, & duty levied on them, like any
other merchandize, forming part of the
Sultan’s revenue. The basin of the
upper Nile and the lakes was another
fortress of the traffic before Gordon’s
strong will circumvented the traders,
but since the Mahdi’s conquest the
system has again taken root. What is
known as East Africa, with Zanzibar for
outlet, forms the third great centre of
the traffic having its source of supply in
the Nyassa regions. Portugal was long
blamed for encouraging a systen so out
of keeping with the profession of Christi-
anity. If, however, Portugal has to bear
the stigma of being the Iast of the Chris-
tian nations to engagein theslave trade,
it must be remembered that Portugal
had interests in Africa greater than the
other powers, as well as vast possessions
in tropical America. That is no excuse,
it is truc, but recent years have shown
very clearly that in this, as in many an-
other sphere of duty, it is much easier
to preach than to practice. Notwith-
standing loud professions, there is not
one of the European nations which have
shared in the partition of Africathat
can, with a clear conscience, take up the
stone of reproach to cast it at Portugal.
It is just twenty years since King Leo-
pold II., King of the Belgians, held the

famous conference which resulted
in the exploration of the Congo
and the establishment in 1885 of

the Congo Free State. Now, one of the
principal objects held in view in that
policy was the abolition of the slave
trade. Slavery is illegal within the
limits of the State, and if the authori-
ties are always as rigid in dealing with
offenders against the law as they were
with the unfortunate Stokes, whom Capt.
Lothaire so summarily hanged on the
charge of selling arms to the slave
traders, its example ought to be hene-
ficial to all Africa. The present crisis
in Zanzibar has forced the question of
slavery into a predominance which can-
not be ignored. A commission sent out
last year by the British and Foreign
Anti-slavery Society reported slavery in
full blast in that British protectorate,
and demanded prompt abolition. Hut
vested intereats, represented by the
Consul-General, are againsy such a step
ag virtually ruinous to the industries of
the Sultanate. The inconsistency of a
policy that deals with the slave traflic
at sea as piracy, while recognizing the
neceseity of slavery ashore, is too glaring
to be longer tolerated. The readiness
with which resort is made to arms for
purely selfish considerations, while out-
rages on humanity that shock every
sense of justice are permitted with im-
punity, has become a scandal to Chris-
tendom. Not far from Zanzibar is one
of the beat equipped of the Church's
missions in Africa; in Uganda there is
another, and farther west are others
Cardinsl Lavigerie’s plan of crusade con-
templated a union of all Christian
nations for this one great object. Their
moral sentiment he won to his canse,
but rivalries and antipathies, avarice
and ambition stand in the way of com-
mon action and render impracticable
what, with a common aim and the ex-
ercise of a Christian spirit, could bhe
accomplished with comparative ease.
At last the moment has arrived when for
Great Britain a definite avowal of policy
and a strict and impartial enforcement
of anti-slavery principles can be no
Ionger postponed. It will now be seen
whetber the great African Cardinal has
lett a successor in the church of St.
Augustine and St. Cyprian worthy to
wear his mantle in this noblest of cru-
sades.

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

At the recentsession of the Columbian
Summer School at Wisconsin, Mr. R. G.
Frost, of St. Louis, read a paper on the
subject of Marriage and Divorce in the
United States, in which he made the fol-
lowing statement :—

“It is generally admisted that divorce
is detrimental to the integrity of the
family and to society, which is built
upon it. In the United States the num-
ber of divorces is alarmingly great, and
while the increase in population from
1870 to 1880 was 30 per cent.,theincrease
in divorce was more than 70 per cent,
in other words, it is twice greater than
that of population. In Connecticut, dur-
ing the period of twenty years, there
was an average of one divorce to every
eleven marriages contracted during that
time. According to the report of Carrol
D. Wright on this subject, published in
1889, the number of divorces would be
much larger were it not for the wide-
spread influence of the Roman Catholic
Church, which teaches that marriage is
a holy sacrament, and cannct be dissolv-
ed for any cause save death.”

————e e e,

LORD RUSSELL'S ADDRESS AT
. SARATOGA.

When we read the addresa delivered
by Lord Russell of Killowen before the
Law Congress at Saratoga we readily
-understand how it was that at its close
the audience burst into enthusiastic ap~

' cheer after cheef rang through the hall.

great occasion—not 1 it oot
is10n-—notl merely well-knj
powerful in its language, g’ut %Ir{sl;)ti]rlédagd
ethical principles, which naturally o
mand admiration. To our ming Lom.
Rusgsell took up the absolutely con-ord
attitude on the question of iutematiom
arbxhrgnon._ Cases will, he holds, alwm.l[
occur in which arbitration would be et”
A greater calamity than War—cases ien
volving the dishongur of a nation un-
triumph of an unrighteous canse ’thle
perpetuation of hopeless and debﬁqne
tyranny ; but in by far the largest n‘im
ber of international disputes arbitratiol-
can and vught to be applied. We u,n
glad to see that the Lord Chief Jnxzice
attaches di.e importance to the inﬂu;ence
of religion and the Press ag fm-r.oe
which make for peace. It mav be ars
Lie declares, that the time is not 'ripe’r >
thg estﬂ.bhghment of a permanent lma;-)j
of international arbeitrators, but ther
can be no question that the beneﬁcen:
power of religious leadsrs and Newspapery
1n repressing international Jealousics ap 1
antmoeities is decidedly on the increasé
And, in truth, never were there pacitic
etlorts more generally required thay at
the present day, when nation is armeq
agaiust nation, and each seems watchiy
for the decisive moment “io gt alip
,tl}e dogs of war.”"—Liverpool Catholi([-
Times, l

A GOOD APPOINTMENT.
MR. FRANK LANGAN NAMED 4s33TaxT
APPRAISER OF DRY GOODS OF THIX I'upT,

The announcement has been made to
the effect that Mr Frank Langan, brother.
in-law of the late James McCrealy. |iaq
been appointed assistant appraiser of
dry goodsin the Cuetoma House in thi
city. Mr. Langan has bad a longy ex-
perience in that special line both in [re
land and in this country. The nppninﬁ-
ment of Mr. Langan will, we have ng
doubt whatever, give general satisfuction
to the trade in this district, as he is 4
man of high integrity, and will not {.i]
to discharge the duties of his new office
in an impartial and careful manner.

FREE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS.

ARCHEISHCP IRELAND INAUGURATES

NEW POLICY.

THE

A despateh feom St. Paul, Minn.. savs
Archbishop Ireland has issued n letter
announcing that hereafter in the Cathu-
lic parochial schools no tuition wil] be
charged, such tuition being considered
an obstacle to the growth of these schouls.
In the course of the letter he say-:

* Of eourege the expense of maintaining
the schools must be provided for in some
way. DPastors will take the amount of
these expenses from the regular church
receipts of the parish, or will rely upon
ordinary measures which their own judg-
ment may command.

“Catholics will, we are very sure, co-
operate with their pastors in muintain-
ing the parish schools. The properview
to be taken of the Catholic school is to
regard it as a pgreat religious work in
which all were concerned, whether they
have or have not children attending it.
The Catholic scnools—the future will
prove it beyond & doubt—are the most
fruitful of all inatitutions for the preser-
vation and {Jerpetuation in faith in this
country, and the Catholic who takesa
dqep and abiding interest in his religion
will love the Catholic school and prove
?:‘H'I, love for it by his generosity towards
it, .
The letter closes with an appeal to Ci-
tholic parents to support the parochial
schools and to send their children to
them, maying :

“ Pupils of Catholic schoole learn
thoroughly their religion and are
made to practice it in daily life.
If the faith of our children is to
be with them a strong and
living faith when they have grown to
manhood and womanhood, it must come
to them now as it were & second nature.
This is what is done by a Catholicechool.
Faith is there grounded into children, so
that it never leaves them afterwards.”

THE MANITOBA SCHOOQL QUESTION
A dispatch from Winnipeg says: The
Cabinet of the Local Government was in
session forseveral hours last Saturday on
the settlement of the school question.
When the Council rose Hon. Mr. Sifton
said to a reporter :—* All I have to say is
that we have had the question under
consideration. It seems likely that an-
other conference will be necessary befure
a conclusion is arrived at, but the in-
dications are that a settlement will be
reached.”

As to when the conference would tike
place, or where, Mr. Sifton would offer
no suggestion, and he did not think
there would be any need of a special
seseion of the Legislature to consider
the matter. Premier Greenway stated
that there was a full meeting of the
Cabinet, at which the settlement ques-
tion was discussion. It is hoped,” said
the Premier, “ that a settlement will
be reached, but before thut it may be
necessary that a further conference tuke
place with the Dominion Government.
If it iy settled I have no doubs it will be
on a basis quite satisfactory to the
people of Manitobn.”

The Ministers, when asked if there was
anything in the report Lhat Mr. Laurier
would send delegates to Rome, simply
laughed and said it was all buncombe,

Members of the Governmen} are silent
on the subject of a second conlterence
which hus been spoken of by Hon. Mre
Sifton. The opinion prevails that the
portfolio of the Interior will play an
important part in the settlement. But
neither as to this will the Premier or
his colleagues commit themselves. Mr.
Tarte said yesterday that he was ot 1o
a position to give any information upon
the question, and he doubted if any An:
nouncement would be made.
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