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CELAPTER VI.

1V wan Mark who Iifti<'d1 î jpjç the drove away. "There in another train
niail-pliuetori wle .i>~w ~ tonw atutr."
Viien to the :,taîi'.t; klut. il ma Sir Iighi -Yes; but Dora wili muet the. one 1 ar-

whurater eaùuHvîî~'i ~. toimrâl> rauigtd tw, travel by, aud 1 arn louging to
the dusi. ru, ''ver litu ( o a ray Be lier."

apilis 'U Ii.. 1.r !t-t .iy a4h The ride Vo the station was, noV a silent
touir bis seat beiv br aiud p, iered up) une, thatuk chiefly to Sir,lUugh, who was
the reins. vta .as tu :i. i,'hi Sir talkitig cagerly about alterations and im'-
Bjughi's .-(~t b.Va'lrd orie on Lu pruvemients hie was goilig Vo niake on tho
Mle0t thk2ili ai 0l. 1 t:t. eatate, subject of course Vo Leslîe'sap-

"A î'lvwaiiît joui iivei iîoy .'ar!'' Lady pruval.
porbyti sai.) l biWysiliig" w thie beau- Perhaps 1 had botter leave thora until
tiful facu rnear lier stît. ",e my kind we return," hoe said, "and we can con-
rcg;it.Is t. yý.u sî, rs's, and. say 1 hope aider the plans together?''
Su.'î l" hiaxe The pleallure of illakiîîg tlîeir Ltblie mnade no answer; but a Blight
acquaýinitauico." smille flitted over hier lips, a faint in-

"'l~ikyout," wag ele quiet re- credulous enîllo, which miglit mean any-
spoiîse, bu t bhe Lacdc tîo utlitr word; per. Vhiîtg or nothimg.
ba1 sl elle tblouliît ihai, dle girls would neot -Everything soent perfect as iV is,"
atppr(ci.ite te( h.incr asi thci' should du, Mark put lu frum bebind. "lAny alter-
or perhaps it m-ats s'ne othier thouglit atun will noV improvo your place, For-
wbich ttnaàe hier dawer eu '81ortly that it sytb."
ouily eFcaî>ed beiiig uiigraitue by the "O0h, there is a good deal Vo be doue!
genitieness uf bier utterajice. 1 was away such a long tinte, yon know, "

"Stay orte, minute, H-ugli," bier lady- Sir lUuglî answered. 'l nîust build noms
shi) sut.) quickly. "'4,Neil je corning uew stables too."
wiîhi soîne Iiowers for L(eslie." ' Wbat kept you no long away front

As clîey ivaite.), M~ark, iv li had been home, Hiugli?" LeBlie questioned preseut-
Vakitngltaie tf lacy 1}.rsbth alidBBec, ly. '*Lady Forsyth, îeuld have been
hurned to take hie meat, and, as hoe di.) Bo, terribly lonely, but for Mise Ferris. "
i e cauglit sigbit of Leilie's face. She was "M1fiss Ferris bas noV been longat Oak-
eaniDg turw:îrd in ite jîliacton, and bier hamptoît," Sir Hiugli replied, ivitb sorne

eyce were ilixe. upon the grand ol.) house coîtetraint iii hie voice. "My mother bas
risitig a(, fair and BLateiy iii the suimumer rectlived but too littie couslideration at
sunshiiîw; attd as tihe Ilooked a Itu;sing ex- ruy bande, I fear, " hie added, wiVh a little
presision of pride atnd satisfacti<. sîept aigh. "We muet Vry and make it up to
ovex'het'features. Oakbaiptoîî .ae hi. hier in the future, Leslie."
deed a home of whiclî nianjy a womnau "Yes," she said gently. "i1 hope yon
would ba% e het 1. 1oud to be miatress; ivili, Hughi."
there wcre few nmore stateiy in the leugth but Mark noticed that elle did flot say
and) bru.idîlt (f thu iait.). "twe," as hoe had doue, and that there

As the ltWýy cf (>aLkiînipt(ai, Leslie wi.ej a aliglit empliasie ou the "you"
nec.) have% io inte tiillul oa>s, no litard whicli lier fiance apparently did noV beed.
sjtuel, tao j& ;JqU53 fi( là) hs nuccebalul "ï'ou wîil inoV keep me waiting longer
actreeses, iior swot.) bie lie oblige.), as thati you eaui help, Leslie?" 8ir Hugli
eite snitnt ýs unt( bear a t.ucli un- sai(l, as they sauntere.) up an.) do'wn the
pleaeait to lier, te feel lips nocar lier own pdat.torni togetlher, Mark havlng gone Vo
fron mii die ,hiaiik midî pasBiorate take the ticketi, sud ses about theluggage,
repugitance. 1ît ir g Foîsyth'8 wifo a taskwhicb le mias discreetly protong-
net(& Lave iu fcaîs for the iuture, when ing to the. utterntost.
ilines or zige ,Ii,buld have pie»ventec1 There m cre somne kew minutes to spare,
woîk; htîlssirsiu kilov nto privations, 1uir Sir Hughi'a swift clhenuts ha.) covered
they could have every advi litag--J t-iiy the distanice itsa very short tinte, snd Vhe
coul.) have ibe hut-a ellsie ro lon)g- up)-train mias fot yet due.
ed for. M;,iaC c tit.) noV. *o uwt,; . ber "Youuillnutkeepuiewaitingoug,Les-
diFilt.1I tuc~i n( .i zairta ] r 'i lie!"' tic repeatcd, as the girl made nu an-
wbitii Litlie vz-s ricli. siwcr. "I sîtoul.) iike to take you abroad

Ali iltese ibi t .tsi illi'uh e dusi winter, snd show you ail the places
girl*s n;.ttc as -Ite h(ýi( lIt. o; %ar.t, letk- you are su anxiu Vo se, an.) have you
]lg at tue Iiblet 11liii a wiîî ali 'o bu ail tu nt>self for a little whule."
liet future li(.rte; ilitai Ltr jAiît .tii eti Leislie glanced, up ut hlmi for a lio-
on a slixder figure it llue m ii' ttood ment, with lier bright melaneholy ernilo.
ou the brua.) NIliiVo sr..ps, w'iilt the buit- "Would you?" site asked geutly.
sbîîe on her golden liair and. a pitiful "I feel so mucb more aV rest wben
littie entilo on lier lips, a bnîie( wiiieh sbe ýwitliyou," lie contilnued rather huskily,
trie.) to ilke, cheert ul andigîti pour lookiug down at the sweet face with some
cld.; but te uttuîîî>t ivaBa ailuie, fur' it sorrow snd reniorse aud teuidernees u lubs
wae belieéE l'y tlie auidriEcs lt tl.e swect own. "When I arn away frornt you, Les-
eyekt, ab lutte as ie dainti' canEntc gowni. lie, ahl sorte of doubte sud feurs conte 

Wliî, il île ci) li.'.kd-gaî net a d;>gi.i- nie, an.) inake me restiea snd dissatistied.
fie.) lî.dtî idita. mlib' se fax ur LvI b a.) j uni noV viortlîy of you, dear, 1 kunow;
wün iy li gîcti c v fr aidapîprcciaî.iun but yuu wili mako Vhs best of nte, wil
of Mli aut l i hui cle uint tt itit a you noV!"
basket fui) of uaauxilicùit rorc. s, L elle Sho ha.) beeu walking by bis aide up
r5taried Nioleniîy; lut te ttiei. bl- aiîd dowît the platform; but e hla.) not
self glztmtt in.uti;,ttciy, aiýd thanke.) takeit bis ai-m. brow elhe alippe) bier liVtle
biin 1,. ti[litutý ly lici. extt.et unkiteady liai. iithin it.
voice, wich iadu sucli a prctîy îhiiniiîe "YoU muht not speair sol" elle sai.),
intonation jubt th'iî. lier voice low aud unsteady îîow. "You

uWi ne iittiit, Jiugli," Bls mald, are worthy of any love you have won,
as Sir Ilugb tijii.. o start: and), miîbi ]ugh. And, dear, in ths future, wbat-
Iliîritd, tnnblîî)g Ilixgeta, ilie Ioluoktin evcr contes, you will remnember that 1
tlue 1.14 i.1 t t Nvi 3 1' I i l el g. ,.e hiu.laie aImaais acte.) for your liappinesa,
rose; 1i:) cl-t ii;g l.tx.ard.ý tsltt1iiito(ci it aid that it le the deareet Vhing in Vhs
Vo hke, mt n ia (Ut- <;. tic stue coplor- world to me."
in)g lîigliài), ii)std oin tiji-t to i-cacli lie îîreêad te littie flugere geutly,
it. "ý ci, mil[ itutil er 1ibat I gaive iV axd loukh.)c dowi at bier, eniling. Some-
to3o('t il, --il tot,' lic ini.)get]>tl, tlîîng ic)iîLe beaittitul face mnade tue enîlle
idil )z1(î.l li it .1 jc -1ît "ù~w, fade, sud) an anxious expression came

litgl,'*a kl e.1 qtttc1l., "] a:nt ready, into bis own.
8ij N%( ri-lt l 111in. It mil ietdo "Wh at do you meau, Leisliel" h.e asked
foi te i nitÉs il c fili,, ffi' hantily.R

"WlI 4 1(., ' Sil lngi ae-I«d, Es îhey "WbaV do I eau?" eechoedsming-

ly. "Why, just what L saý', cf course 1
luths future, Hughi, if L Beem Vo dis-

appoint you, or hurt you, or vex you, you
muet Vry Vo forgive me sud Vo excuse me
Vo yourself by sayiug, 'She did it for the
best; itis for my happineas.'")

fier face sud voice were both very earn-
est juet uow; but se was smiliîîg s aho
looked up at bxrn, aîthougi elle was very
pale, ovei tVo lier lips. Beforo ho. could
an8wer, slle ha.) roniove.) hor baud frotu
bis amni, and had gone eagerly forward tl
meet Mark, who was coming Vowards
thent.

"Is Vhs train signsiled?" elle sai.), with
a strange eagernees, aimet wildness iii
bier manner. "Yes? Oh! 1 Vheugbt sol
Did you ttlegrapb Vo Dora, Mark? 1
sbould not like bier noV Vo meet us."

111 have obeyed ail your bebeets," hoe
answored laughingly. "By-tbe-way, do
you know who ie goiug up by Vhs saine
train?"

"Somne one we kuow?" elle asked, the
eagernesa fading front bier face sud main-
uer.

"Some one you kuow very well," ho
replied, "and) some one who in vory
anulous Veo 0you."

"Who eaui 1V boelle sai.) languidly.
"Jackr Robson," Mark auewered, amfl-

iri,ç. "He bas been staying in the neigb-
bonhood for somoe weeks, writiug a new
play whicb le Vu ho brought out this win-
Ver, aud the principal role ba% been
secially written for yuu. "

"Thon Mr. Robeoî nmuet preparo for s
dieappoiutment," Sir Hugh broke in,
with some haughty impatience li bis
marquer. -1 hope Leslie will not tae
any noir role. She muet ho content Vo
reet upon bier prenant laurels," ho added,
turning Vo hier sud epeaking more gent-
ly. "Tbey muet ho sufficent Vo bier."

Leslie sai.) notbing; she did)noV even
giarce at bim as lie spoke, and, wiVb 111-
conceals.) impatience, bie Paw bier move
forward se speak Vo Mr. Robeon, a band)-
sente, fair-liaired ltierateur, sud by far
Vhe moet succeseful piaywright of Vhs day.
Sic Hugli bad met bim in Loudon; but lio
greeted him, witb Vhs gbeateat coldnecs
consistent at ahl witb civility, snd looke.)
very haughty sud unapproachable.

Tbe train came into Vhs station, slack-
ening its spoed; Vhs porters burrie.) up
witb luggage; Mark vent away for a mo-
ment Vo ses that ail Lesiie'e belungings
were safe; Mr. Rcbsou bastened Vo secure
a compartment, wbicb hoe hope.) to sitars
witb Leslie sud Mark; aund, for a brief
minute, Sic Hugli aud. Leslie were sioe.

"Leslie, yen will noV forget that you
caui enter into no engagements for titis
winter," Sir Hugli sai.) bastily. "You
mnuet bave nome cousideration for me."

"Do noV fear,"tehe said gently; "I will
bave no muchcousideration for you, Hugli,
that I wiii put your bappines before al
thinge. 1 mill write Vo you Vo-morroir,"
sllo added, as olle weut forward rather
unsteadily to Vhs carniage.

"L sbaîl expeet the letter thon, Leslie.
Wbat le Vhs matter? You are ill," hoe a.).-
e.) hastily, as elbs staggered; but eh.e re-
covered heref îmrnediately.

"No," ae said, lu a strangeiy quiet
Voue. "Good-bye, Hugli. Good-bye,
my dear," she a<.ded eoftly, letting bier
eyes reet upon bis face witb s long, linger-
iug, farewell look, whicb 11used hlm 'with
a Btrange forebodîug sud haunited hini
long after Leslie's paie face, frame.) in
Vhe wmndow of the railway-carriage, bas
disappeare..

CHAPTER VII.
The twiliglit vas gatbering over te

great city ou tbe second day after Leslie
and Mark's return froin OakbampVon
Court, sud Vhs painter was alune in bis
studio. 1V ws Veo dark to peint; but a
picture wet îapou the ease, sud palette
an.) brushes throwu careiessly beside it
shows.) that Mark liad besu occupied,
aithough now, leanting back iu a great
les thern arm-chair, hie was smoking idly,
hie banda clampe.) behin.) hm luca., ie

gray eyes ulo thought - painful
thouht oojudging froin the imes ini

hie broad brow.
He was thinking of Leslie-when was

hie not thinking of heri-of the 'iurb, an-
guieli in lber eyes during their journey
back to town, of the. intenise love ivhich
hp.d shone in them when they rested on
Sir filui, of hier strange mechanical ac-
e 1 taiice of his own care during their
jouney;:ahe seenied like a wornan mov-
irng in hor leep, hie had thought more
than once. How would it ail end 1 ho
wondered. Would Sir Hugli keep the
promise in deed which lie had alroady
broaLen in spirit? Would Leslie, who baci
discovored the trutb, accept a half-heart.
ed allegiance, a faith which kept hini in -
deed "1falmely true," Hie bad not seen
Leslie during the two days, which had
elapsed since their return, although ho
had called at the Sieterhood. She. bad
gone to rehearsal, Dora Scott told hirn,
loýking at bim with anxious enquiry in
ber eyes. She seerned well? ho had asked,
and hier sister had answered, yen, veit
andi very buey, and there had been a.lot.
ter f rom Sir H[ugli both morning8.

With that assurance he had to b. Bat-
isfied, and with 1V hoe tried to quiet his
anx iety for hier; but iV wae difficuit to do
Bo, remenibering the pain which had
crcpt into Leslie's brown eyes during hier
firat heur at Oakbarnpton, and which
had seemed Bo deepened during ber visit.
True elhe had srniled snd Sung and feign-
ed Vo be gay, but that look had neyer lef t
hier eyes, neyer for one brief moment,

Mark's own pain had been bast sight of
in bie sorrow for Leslie. Why bad not
Sir Hughi loft bier alone, hie wondered
fierce]y sometimes, since hie love had
brought her misery? Why had he Vaion
hor-Mark's one ewe lsmb-to be the
pastirne of somoe ile hours? Wero there
not thonsands of wornen in the. world,
womcn in bis own ranir, who would have3
beenglad to wbile away a fewof theiridie
hours with him, that lhe must neods take
Leslie-poor Leslie, who vas so, earnest
snd faithful and doop-natured? How could
ee h hppy as bis wife, knowing-ae

she could not fail Vo know, silice hoe,
Mark, had -3eer it-that Sir Hugh's love
was bers no longet? That Blhe loved hirn
witbi ail the passion aud fervour of bier
iiature, that she had poured out at his
fout the inestimable trearjuro of such a
hear; as bers, Mark d id not doubt; ail d ho
wondered how it ail would end. Would
elhe inarry Sir Hlugli, and seek in wealth
and position for the happiness so niany
women find in them? flo knew Leslie
too well to let that thought take root. It
was noV for wealth or po§ition elhe had
betrothed herseif Vo Sir Hugli; il: vas for
the one omnipotent reason that sho loved
bina; and, leaîîing back in bis arm-eliair,
meerscbaumn botwoen bis teetb, Mark feit
that it would be easy to die if hoe could
givo his darling the love elle craved.

A knock at the studio door arouBed hlm
front hie reverie, and, witb a sigh aud a
lîttie frown, hie put down his paper and
uttered s sornowhat impatient-

"Corne i"
"A gentleman Vo Seo you, air, said the

servant; "bis business ie important, hie
eaid."

"Any nameî" Mark asked laconically,
with a ionging giauce aV hie meerachaunt.

"No, sir; but hoe beige; you will Seo hum.
He je in the dixiing-room, air."

"Very well, P'i cornte at once," Vhe
painter said rather moodily; and he pre-
ceded the servant down the long passage
Vo the dining-room, a large, square,
gloomy apartment. looking out on to tho
dingy square, which was quiet and do-
serted now.

The blinds had noV beon drawn down;
but the gas, had been hastily ligbted in
the drawing-roomn - Mark's household
wae a rather irregular one, as a bachelor's
household is apt to be-and the light fell
strongly upon the paie agitated face of a
young man who eteod near the table.
looking dusty aud travel-sasned and al-


