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PARTY GOVERNMENT.
SIIE-" OttaW-a is Iikely ta be verv gay during thc wvînt.:r.

Some delightful parties are on the tazpis."
H-"1 Yes. it's a good thing. The greatcr promninence of the

social clemcint at the Capital tends ta mitigate the asperities of
political warfare."

SuE£-" Just so. But I thoughit yen didn't believe in govern-
ment by' part>'." (.-4ni the. /professor can,:ot for te. Iijc of 1,1>» tell
7,cther she ,,,cant il lis Irjoke or ,,ot. j

THE FAKIR'S LATEST RACKET.

VES, I did think of going to Paris for the w~intr,
' said the Fakir, Ilbut I changed rny mmnd. Shall

stay in Toronto. I have got a new idea. Money in it ?
Why, 1 should say so. It*s a wonder that nobody bas
ever hit on it before now."

IWell, what is it t'his tine ? " cnquired the assistant
editor, jerking his hat aw'ay fromn the vacant chair just in
tirne to savc it froni being crushed by the Fakir sitting
on it.

IIt's somiething unique-entirely unprecedented. It's
a Soçiety Directory, ini w'hich only the names of those
belongîng ta the e/i/e will appear. The idea was sug-
gested b>' the well-known staterrnent of Ward iMc.-llister,
of.\New York, that the real aristocracy of that city nurn-
bered only four hundred persons. But Ward neyer at-
teilipted ta classify them-to sav just who belong to the
exclusive set and w ha don't. Thiat' w here miy scherne is
an improvement on bis. J-e is a niere idealist, as it were
-gives his theory ta the îvorld sirnply as a heautiful.
abstraction .I arn the practîcal mai who cornes along
and works it for what it is worth-ceduces it ta actual
practice. Noix, I propose flot mierely ta show that
Toronta has an aristacracy very exclusive and limited in
tîumbers, but ta draw the Uine and tell the public who arc
the memibers of this exclusive set, the cr-emýe de la crene of

the beau monde. Excuse rny use of the French
language. It nay, be excluded frorn the schools, but it
is absolutely nccessary in Society."

IlBut how w'ill it be possible ta draw the line and say
just who are entitled ta rank, among the First Farnilies ?
What test do you apply ? 1 asked the editor of the Mule
ai-d Goat departmient.

"lAhi," said the Fakir triunîphantly, il thats the stroke
if genîus upon which I specially pride myseif. That's
where the bcauty and utility of my schenie corne in. The
crucial test w-hich I propose ta apply is that of willing-
îoess ta subscribe for a copy of rn) Society Directory or
,Guide ta the P .irst Farnilies rit $25. Se?'- AI] the sub-
scril)ers are, of course, down on the list. Won't that
catch 'cmi, ch ? Won't they be so tickled at the id, a of
being differentiated from thie plauin, ordinary citîzens that
they'1l caine down easy'? I don't know whether 1 hadn't
better put tile figure up to $50."'

"lBut what is ta prevent people whose parents have
been butchers, and taivern-keep)ers, and tailors, fronm pay-
ing. 3our $z5 and getting their naines on ? " asked the
assistant edîtor.

"IPrevent 'erni Why, îvba wants ta prevent 'cmi ?
'rhose are just the kindl af people that the scherne is
specially intcnded ta catch. Why, I rather expect that
about nine-tenths of i>' subscribers wvill be folks who
have just discov'cred that it isn't good tortu ta put yout
knife ta your iniuth or pour yaur tea inta the saucer.
It'*s those who have just mnade a little rnoney and have
social aspirations that'hi bite easiest. 1'hose w~hose posi-
tion dates brick ta the Farnily Compact won't care s0
rnuch about it. They are ail right, anyway. It's the pýar-
venus that are always agitating and worrying about seur-
ing social recognition, and if that's w-bat they want, why
shouldn't they pay for it? ",

"lBut if you put anyone an the list simiply because
thecy pay for it, I dan't see that yaur book will have an)-
value."

ILook here, now'," rcplied the Fakir, "îvhat kind of
a sueker do you take mie for, anyw-ay? I ain't noa philan.
thropist nor public beneftetor. 1 mun the thing ta make
rnoney, and if it bas not an>' value it's flot mie that'l get
left. If a mian is îvilling ta pay for beîng called a
memrber of the e/i/e, wvouldn't I be a blarned idiot if I
didn't callibhlm ane? 1 should say sa. Anybody an the
statffwant ta figure arnong the aristocracy ? I take news-
paper men at haîf prîce. reinember. No0? Wc7 ll, if you
feel ready ta kick yourselves wbcn yau see the book issued
without your nanes, don't say I neyer gave you the
chance. And noix I guess l'Il get over ta the Albany
Club. There's a lat af diîdes ticre that I've got an the
string." _______

IT INTERESTED HIM.

r ANV;ASSER-"I Noix', miy dear sir, I have sornething
-'here which 1 wish you ta consider. Lend nie your

attention. It is a matter of some initerest."
GOsTEN-rOFFER-" Vy, auf gourse I lends id you if

yýou bays interesd. How moacli per cent. yau crif?"

IN CHICAGO.

M RS FORTErUE;-'" I ami fully canvinced thtat-

MRs. TWE-NT\'TWO-" I ara sorry ta hear you sa>' so.
Naov I arn firly of thc opinion that it is a success."

MaIS. FORTETur-" That may bèt. but )-au will change
your mind w-ben yau have tried It as* ofteîî as I have."
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