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ambition is to live to see his beautiful boy an
auctioneer or army surgeon, what he thinks of
placing snch mental pabulum as this before
the risinfv generation ? Can a lad who goes
through [ife under the impression that it is
only rocks a goat can [ced on, ever cxpect to
lead & Eolitical party or be on speaking terms
with the policemen at his corner? Cast the
horoscope of the miserable boy who never
knows anything more about the gastronomic
capacity and preferences of the goat than that
it eats rocks, and you would never dare reveal
the result to his girl or to the groceryman
who trusts him for his tobacco! Sinco this
questionable theme has been introduced into
our School Primers, let it be treated fully and
freely. Let us do our children justice, to say
nothing about the goat. Give usa new Reader
with full returns from every polling place on
the goat question, or else substitute a gheep or
a cow or 2 mule duly labelled, and the essay
left out. Have our innocent lambs understand
at the very outset of thoir checkered carcer
that instead of simply feeding on rocks, the
goat will eat anything, animate or inanimate,
it can get. Let them be gently but firmly as-
sured that the goat dearly loves custard pie
and milk toast, but will take a horse blanket,
alength of stove-pipe, a wash-board or an old
straw hat, if the other dishes are not on the
menu.  Impress on the susceptible minds the
cold fact that u goat, if tcthered by a 40 feet
rope, will first lunch lf'nensively on the rope and
when it has regained freedom will proceed to
make a full meal off the door mats, washing
down the repast with the contents of the lye-
pot. If tethered to a post by a chain, he will
climb to the top of the post and eat downwards
till he coines to the staple and get loose. Fix
indolibly on the young intcllect that a goat,
after o short fast, will dine sumptuously off a
baby carriage and afterwards be seen with
genuine tears of regret in his poor eyes at the
reflection that the baby wasn’'t inside at the
time. In the name of the parents of this young
lant I demand that a new Primer issue with a
goat lesson duly authenticated and approved
by the thousands of indignant fathers and
mothers whose finer feelings are ruthlessly
lacerated by the careless work of an elemen-
tary school book author, who fondly fancics his
duty to youth and the animal done when he
disinisscs an important branch of natural his-
tory with the bricl and unsatisfying obser-
vation : “*The Goat Fecds on Rocks.”

THE TWO PROFESSORS.

GRiIp has never set up for a censor. He isa
simple follower of Democritus mirth, and
luughter producing is his peculiar province
withal,

It grates harshly on his sensitive organiza-
tion when he is obliged to assume a severer
role. But he is conacientious and will not
flinch from a duty. He had rather it had been
the reporter of any other *‘esteemed contem-

rary ” who had witnessed the oceurrence
ere chronicled, But hard fate willed it
otherwiso, and GRrip has nothing but to submit.

How sad when those of tender years ave led
away by ignoble ivstincts to imitate insensate
brutes that ¢ bark and bite.” But what shall
we say when we find this belligerent spirit
ma.nifcstin’f itsclf in those who are appointed
to be the directors and instructors of youth?
Grrir, in common with the rest of our com-
munity, honors the two learned professors
whose researches have resulted in reflecting a
common glory on our city and Province. But
when these grave and reverend signiors fall to
loggerheads and abuse one another—shock-
ing ! gentlemen, shocking! Guir does pot
think the general public wounld fully compre-
hend the details of the discoveries madd by
these lcarned gentleman if he explained them
—80 he won't—but will ximply state that on
of the discoveries amounts practically to th

solution of the problem of thick lenses. In .
fact, by an ingenious adjustment of these
lenses, accompanied by a careful observance of
the laws of transcendental imagination, the
learsed Professor Powdon has succeeded in
perfecting a machine which enables the opera-
tor to see round corners. This, it will be
obvious, caunot fail cf being of incalculable
practical benefit to onr race.

Grip understands the constabulary force of
this city has already offered to patent the in-
vention at their own expense, foroseeing in it
a very valuable means of avoiding dangers at
present incident to their profession.

GrIr desires to state, in justice to the
lcarned gentleinen and in palliation of the
offence, that his reporter admts that the
colloquy was carried on in well-chosen and in
fact highly -classical language, and this the
reporter had endeavored, to the best of his
ability, to transcribe.

In conclusion, Grir thinks it only right to
add that the reporter thinks, but of this he is
not certain, but he understood the lcarned
Professor Laxton to mutter—by way of a
Parthian shaft—as he turned on his heel, that
Professor Powden had been operating so long
on thick skulls that it was small wonder he
had found out something at last about thick
lensges.

Says Saxton to Powdon

‘Your feat you're Loo prond on;
You think you deservo an ovation,

While here am old I,

Who didn’t half try, 3

Yet solved u tough quintic cquation.”
““ You solved it ! The fashion,
You stole it frem Glashan

My inuermost innards quite frenzics,
No—'uus afry’t Meus ;
So~Credat Judaus—

My eranium not quite so dense is.

A FLOWLERY COURTSHIP NIPPED IN
THE BUD.

*Oh! Jove,” sighed young Strephon, *“thou art cruel

me,
Thou hast brought me to nothing but woe and
disastor;
1 loved fair Miss Rose; I proposed; alas! she
Refused me with scorn when so fondly 1 aster.”
She said I was poor; "twas the story of old,
"Twasg 50 in the past; in jus-chia ‘twill he
The same, for she said that she nast marigold,
And that § should not do without ananone.

Ol ! seared is iy heart and no balsam can heal it,

1 praycd for one kiss but she scornfully kuaghed—
“What ! kiss you!” she ericd with such scorn, I still

feel it;

So the dew from her tulips I never have quafled.
Ah ! how she did sncer when I urged my dovotion,

And pressed her my heart and affection Lo share;
She gave me a look that deprived me of motion

\When I said, ¢ Ah! When, pet,-t-‘n-i-a & puir’—

““That never can bo ;" she replied, “I have sworn it,
1 1nust marry a man who has riches ; my oath
Is in violet ;—take off your love for 1 scorn it,
Your celery’s tar far too small for us both.
You dallia horing mo ; pray, now, sir, leave me—"
‘' But think of my poor bleeding-heart, miss,” I said.
**How could you so Jure me, so falsely deceive me?”
“ Begone or my poppy will come!” and 1 ficd.”

A SAFE CONFIDANT.

When a West End merchant’s store was
burglarized the other night, he refused to tell
anybody the particulars, and received all ex-
pressions of sympathy with a stolid indiffer-
ence that indicated he didn’t want any com-
miseration.

‘¢ A reporter told me about the little affair
last night,” said a big man who dropped into
the store after the excitement had subsided.
‘I came to hear particulars. You might he
able to track the thieves, you know.”

‘I won’t give any particulars,and I don’t want
to track the thieves,” exclaimed the victim.
“It was my own fault in not guarding my
premises properly, The burglars eimply took
advantage of a ﬁood chance, and they are

word of mine shall be uttered with the object
of tracing them up. But may I ask the reason
of your interest in the case?”

“T am a Toronto detective,”

“Oh! Is that so? Well, come into the
offico and sit down. I guessI can safely tell
you all about the business.”

SONG OF THE ESKIMO.,
BY THE MAIL CORRESPONDENT.

Softly falls the flaky snow,
Soeon we'll huve the chanming ice ;
Sce, the glass is falling low,—
Bless mo ! won't it then De nice—
List'ning to the joyous gale ;
List'ming to the loud waves' war§
List'uing to the tuncful hail
Beating on the frozen shore.

See the fine snow sifting through
J'en the smallest cmci or chink,

Where the gale so gruily blew
Itupon us. Dan't you think

That just now you'd like to go
And be o jolly Eskimo;

Wear a pair of bear-skin rocks,
And be a blooming Esquimaux ?

OTITAWA GALL,

At half past three o'clock this afternoon a
deputation from the City Council waited on a
committee of the Privy Council. The com-
mittee was composed of Sir Hector Langevin,
IHon. Messrs. Bowell and MecLellan.  Mr.
McCuai{g, chairmanof the deputation, represen-
ted to the committee that owing to the fact
of this being the seat of Government, the
Corporation has gone to extra expense in the
city embcllishment, and that the large
quantity of expropriated landsupon which there
was no taxation kad depreciated the revenue
of the city, therefore it was thought for these
and other reasons that the Government should
make an annnal grant to the city. The
Ministers promised to take the matter into
their earnest consideration, and that an
early anawer might be looked for.—Montreal
Gazctte, )

A PETITION,

To the Right Honorable Sir John A. Macdonald
and Sir Uector Langevin, Members of the
Privy Council of Canada.

Hororante Sirs,—Your petitioner, a citizen
of the City of Montreal, commercial metropolis
of the Dowminion of Canada, humbly submitteth
that owing to the fact of the corporation of the
City of Ottawa having laid claim for rcmuner-
ation for extra expenses incurred in the
embellishment of their city, and for other
reasons, said to have been necessary through
the City of Bytown having been selected for
the seat of Government, wherefore your
petitioner demandeth that the City of Mon-
treal be also remunerated out of the public
purse, by an annual grant from Government,
not in excess, however, of what may be
supplicated for by the said City of Ottawa,
This request is based on the ground that the
eeat of Government was not put where nature
intended it should be, that is, at the foot of
Mount Royal, and that through thisinjudicious
act our fair city ia deprived of all the benefits
of the enhanced value of property and the
cminence derivable through the City of
Ottawa having a monopoly of the illustriouns
presence of the Federal Government and its
grandfather, the fossiliferous Sevate, in their
-midst zout le jour, .

Your petitioner, therefore, prayeth that
what is sauce for the goose is sauce for the
gandcr, and dependeth ugon you for justice in
the premises, and particularly to this injured
community.

I have the distingnished honor to remain,
Honorable Sits,

Your obedient servant,

Davy JonEs,

welcome to what booty they secured. Not one

And 200,000 other citizens of Montreal.




