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8t. James was tho stsndard of orthodoxy, The
namerous oral traditions of the Founder were
strongest there, It was the place to which
Christians everywhere turned as their bome.
Bot now political evils and insarrections seut-
tered them and rendered it dangerous for dele-
gates from distant churches to visit thair ¢ mo-
tber deur, Jerusalem.”

Tbe other and great roason was that the
Ayostles and others who had been 'f gyowit-
nesses of these things from the beginning”
were one hy one fulling by the way.

The first of the bonk«to be written was the
Gorpel by St. Mark snd it came about in this
way. Pupizs, the Bishop of Hierapolis, who
lived in the second contury, tells us about it.
Pupiss wu~ 8 disciple of Polyoarp, who was &
disciple of St Jubn  He rays that he himselt
knew S: Jobn weil and recoived ths informs.
tion from bim. Tao infor mation was this:

When St Peter started on his missionary
expedition he wa- ignorant of the Lmtin lan-
gusgo; bathe had to work amoung Lutin-spoak-
ing people. He therefure ealled in Mark,
whoeo mother tongue-it was, t0 go with him as
an intepreter. So Matk went wilh him on
bix journeys. Time aud time sgain ho hourd
and trunelated the sumy story ot Chria's hfe,
His words and His works, unul he bad them
fairly learned by beart. Atier Peter's deslh,
Mark from memory wrote them down for ueo
of the Church in Rime. He mude no pretence,
Pupias #1.34, 10 arrsnge the story in the order
in which the eventsoccurred, but was only
careful to sot duwn us neurly as ho conld re
onll them the very words that Peter bad used
This, then, was the first of the books of the
New Testament—the © Gospel of Su. Mark,” ro-
cailed, but reuily the story of Poter, written
down by hie trienc Murene.

About the same lime a persocution &rose in
Jodea which seaitered the Charch once wore.
ot, atthew was Oriven away with the rest
Bat betore going ipto oxile he, being slmoat
the only one surviving who was personally
fumihar wilh the fucts, wrote down iy Hebrew,
the Gorpel story for the ure of those who could
not iy with him. Tho Hebrew copy bas been
lopg since lost, but a Greek translation re-
mains, .

These two historical sttempts seem to have
given rise t0 muny ill-sdvwed essays on the
part of others to do the rame thing. Bat thair
80 called * Goepels” do nut veem 10 bave ever
amoonted 1o much, and in any case were lost
hundi eds of yeurs ago. St Luke refersto them
ratber conlempluvusly at the beginning of his
Gospel :

“ Fyrassmuch a8 many have taken in band to
get lorth in order & declaration ot thovse things
which are most sorely bolieved among us, even
a8 they delivered them unto us, which from
the beginning were eyoew: tnesaes and wministers
ot the world; itseomed good 10 me ulo, hav-
ing bad perfect understsrding of ail things
frem the very first, to write unto thee in order,
wost excellent Theophilus, that thon mightest
know the certsinly of those things, wherein
thon baxt been instructed.”

His Gorpel wus writion in Greek, avd is by
far more full sud detuiled than cither of the
others,

Thus in the threo great tongues in which the
superscription over His head wus wrilten, the
Gourpel was set down 1o Heorew and Greek
ano Luatin.”

Nexuip order of time come the Letters of
St. Pnul They ure tourteen in number, ar-
ranged in cur Bible not in the oraer in which
they were written, but in the urder of thur
lergih, begioning with the longest. The Epis-
tle 10 the Bebrews was placed last, becaure
there bas aiways been duubl us 1o whetber or
pol St, Paul wiote it.  Esch of ihese Epistles
had its « wn oceasion, They were the letiers
of & Bishop o his clergy, of & puster 10 his
peuple, of uiriend to friends. Each one bad
ite wn specinl purpose. Somelimes 1t WAs 10

correot & mistake; sometimes to imstruet ir
dootrine ; sometimes to give directions abou!
sffairs, It will snffice to oxamine ona or two
8y sumples. Lot us take the one first writton
the 1st Epistle to the 7 hessalonians.

Onr one of his mirsionary jrurneys he visites
the city of Thessalonica ip Greece, and estab
lished 4 cburch there. According to his ou~
tom, as soon as it was well organized and abkh
to go alone he laft them and went on to wn
other place. Miny months after bo visited
them spain alvog with his friend Timothy
Lesaving his friend thers he himsolf pussed o
0 Corinth. There Timothy jrined him afte:
some time and bruoght & report of the Churct:
in Thessalonica. In the main he guve & good
account of them. They werc edrnest, nouive
zoulons, and, for the most purt, sot & good ex
nmplo to the peoplo about them. But still there
were soversl thiogs to be regretted. In the
tirst plaoe, the high standard of personal par
ity which the Apostle had insir’ed upon secmeo
to some of them stilted nnd “mpossible They
had been reared in & sciety which lookee
very lightly upon sips of the flush. Winle
they glud!y embraced che larger hopo which
the Nuw Revelation brought thom, they were
inclined to gnarrel with rome of its restraints

But anothor \hing disturbed them, ard thi:
more than uany thing elvo, Some of tho breth
ren had died since St. Paul's departure,  Whut
was to becomo of them ! How werae they to be
affected by Cnrist's second coming which they
expected almost immediately? Wore their
frivnds to forfeit their immortality and thei
«haro in Hix glorious advent by their untimely
death? They were very much distarbad,
Timothy said.

So the Apostle eat down snd wrote them &
letter. Heo boging with what corresponds to
“ My deur r0 and 80,” the wuy lettars have al
ways beon bugun. Ho uwores them how con-
tinuully ho has them alwuys in mind, aed how
thankful to God he is for such fruit to his labor.
Then he proceeds to his maiv purpose.  Above
sl things be places the virtue of parity. Ho
t1aces t0 their source the peculiar temptations
by which they aro assusiled. His lubguage is
dignified, but most outspokon. ‘Then as to the
other mutter which preplexed them, he teils
thom their trauble is all unaccessary.

Ho declures on the anthority of tho Lord
Himsslf that death would not affuct their status
one way or anothor ; that in thelast great duy,
when the Lord shall come * with the voice ot
the archangel and the trump of Gud,” the deud
in Christ shall rize, ncd, together with thosu
who remsio slive, be cauvhi up 10 mest Him,
and be * fuiever with the Tnrd,”  As 0 when
all this would occu. —wen1, St. Panl was tuu
sensible a preacher to pot dates to hir prophe-
oies. He held it to be slwuys imminent, und
that the proper autitnde wus thut ot sentinels
watching sguinet & surprise. Thor9 wWus 0us
passage 10 bis letter, bowever, which misled
the good peopleof Thessalonics. They inferreu
frem it that the second coming wad to ba dar
ing their own lifetime, and wus Likely to ocour
any day. Al ouce they tell into the disorders
and extravagances which - Second Adventism’
bas slwaye produced. Why shonld they tor-
ment themeelves, they ask, sbont the affairs of
thig world when the viber wasulready 1n 8ight ?
Why should they plaut and water whea the
great Reuper wus likely first to gulber His
barvest? Why shoutd they bring wer affairs
betore dikant or prucon ul when the greut as.
gizes of the aniverse was abont 10 be opuned ?

When Pxui heurd ot thiy outbresk uf fanati-
cism nnd its dissstrous practical conrequerces
be sut down again snd wrote his 2nd Epistle to
the Thessalomans.

In 1t ho tolis them  how they bad misunder-
stocd him before; how toat he bad not wesut
10 assort either thut tbe Lord would come dur-
ing their hieume, or thay he would not. The

particular duy #us concealed in order that they

wight live carefully every duy. Then they !

-eud his sober words, und went back to their
work and their worship,

These two Epistlos may stand as samples of
all tho rost. Each one had its own resson,
The writers did not say to themeelves “ go to,
1w, we will write a Bible” They do not
-acm to have even smspected that they and
neir oircumstanoes alike were baing used by o
H gher power to write tho Book which bas
noved the enthusiasm, guided the livos, and
wiacod the sorrows of s bundrod generutions !

It muat not be conceived, however, that thess
various docamonts esmse at once into oircula.
ion and u<a, Thev did not do so for moro
han & hundred years. Tho iden of gnthoring
hom into & book for & 1 mg time did not osoar
‘0 unybydy. Many had boon written which
wore nover gathered bat have disappenred long
w20. The thing depended upon yot wus oral
rnstrootion.  The-e pumphlets and ietlors were
»nly supplomentary thoreto, Rach little mana-
-ermpl wus the proviond trousure of some par.
ticular Cbureh, snd was jeulously ganrded. [t
w28 passod about among u fow reverent hundsy,
wnd whon it became worn and oroased was
tockked up amonyg tho muniments, To muke
copies was & tedious and exven+4ive business
shich few of the poor churohes could bear,
There way no printing, no paper, no p &t of-
tee! A v Book" was u very ditferant concorn
ram the thing swhich wo cull by that name. [y
wad mado this way: [oc pupor the weites used
littlo Inaves of louther abouk six inches rqunre,
Ho wrote only on ono sido of ounch lont,  He
uded a pointed stick for & pon. 1o mnado no
panctuation marks and no b euks batwase the
words, Whon he had done he tonk hiy pila of
little teuther feuves and gammed tham tigothor,
the bottora of the fir€t 1o Lho Lop of tha sesand,
and 80 op, mak.ng & long wirip, six ivones wido
und from tweuty Lo a hundred feen long, ao-
cording to the wizs of tha volumo, This strip
wag thon fastened al crmvh wod to s woodoen
rollor ns we moeunt maps.  Tost was & “hook,"
in B blo times. '

Copying wan nsualiy done by slaves trained
for tho purpase, and huwed trom thor ownery,
A slave who wus 4 grood eopyiat would foteh a
vory high priag, ana usaally wad ny tor sale,
The bouly so wade, if their contents were con-.
aiderubls, woro very balky affurs.  8) (ate as
tho tima of Conslantine, when fifty copios of
tho New Tustemont were made to tho imperial
urdor, it rcquu'ed two  provernmoant Wiirons
wilis 8iX yoko of oxat eich £ Lrauspors thom
tfrom Cwesaros to Constanting plo.

But thoggh the process of copying and col-
lecling 1be S 8. was long in berng comploted
it was Boon bogun, In u fow cuses the weitery
onj ined that mannscripts shonld be sent from
shurch Lo charoh,

Thooldest lish oxtant of the bankiof the Naw
Testsment wus made in A. DD 170, and it is in-
eomplote, It includes the 4 G ispols, 13 of St
Paut’s Epistles, 2 of St. Joha S.. Juads, and al.
#0 the name of & book ocnlled ** the Rivelation
of St. Poter,” bat it adds, © 8sme of oar paople
will not huve this book road in charuh.”

But the timo camo when the Ctnroch mait
decido what books were “gucred’ snd what
ones were pot. Ln tho fury of porsecation it
bacame the common tost of the Christian 1o
try if be would give up his ‘Soripture’ to be
burned. Svme did s to save their lives, and
10rthis were calied by their breihren “iradiorg”
—“ traitois /'

Uuodor stress of this peril the question had
to ba determived what books onv might ip.
nooontly give ap, and which ones must ho held
on to 4t the cost of his life.

Thie was finulty soitled by the Coanoil of
Curthage, A. D 397 —three handrod yours at g
the lust of them bud heen writteo—and frem
that day unril now the Charch has never ox @y
10 guestion the authenticity of the " New Coy.

eoant.” .
[To be continued,]



