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St. James was the standard of orthodoxy. The correct a mistake; soretimes to instruet ir
numerous oral traditions of the Founder wero doctrine ; seoetimes to give directions aboui
strongest tbero. It was the place ta whicb affaira. it will suffile to examine one or two
Christians everywhere turned as their home. as samples. Let ns tako the one first writton
But now political evils aid insurrections scat- tbe lst Epistile to the 7hessalonians.
tered tbem and rendered it dangeroUs for dule- On one of bis missionary j iurnys ho visiter,
gates from distant cherches te viait their " mO- the city of Thessalonica iv Greece, and estah
ther dear, Jerusalemu," lihhed a chnrch there. According to bis i.

The cirer and groat reason was that the tom, as soon as it was well organized and abhi
Apostles and otbers who had been " eyawit- to go alone ho lnft them and went on to an
nesses of thesa things from the beginning" other place. M &ny months after ho visitedl
wore oe by one failing by the way. them again along with bis friond Timoth)

The firat of the books to b written was th o Leaving bis friend there ho himsolf pauid 01
Gospel by St. Mark and it came about in this to Corinth. Thore Timothy ji ined him arte'
way. Pupias, the Biehop of Hnierapolis, who some time and brueght a report of the Churci:
lived in the second centuty, tells us about it. in Theasalonica. In the main lie gave a goud
Papias wmc a diîelple of Polycarp, who was a account of them. They were etrnost, active
disciple of St Jobn Be iays ýhat ho himselt zuilons, and, for the most part, sot a good ex
knew S: Jobn wil and recîived the informa- ample to the people about them. But still there
tion f1om him. Tn infor mation was this: were several things to b regretted. In th.

When St Peter started an bis missionary first plae, the high standard of personal par
expîditini ha eu- ignorant of tIe Latin lan- ny which the Apostle bad insio.ed npon seemeal

gange ; buthe had to work among Latin-speak- to some of them stilted and ipoessible Thc
ing people, Bo thîerefore eailed in Mark, had been reared in a erciety wlhich lookur

whose mother tongue.it wras, to go with him as very lightly upon sins of tbe flush. Wil,

an intepieter. 8o Mark wont with hilm on they gladly embraced the larger hope which

bis jourieyA. Time anti timbe again he hoard the New Revelation 'rought thom, tey wer

and translated the same story or Chrisl's life, inclned te -quarrei with rome of its restrainit'

His words and Ris works, unuil he bad thom But another thing disturbed them, and thi,
fairly meaned by beart. Aiter Peter's death, more than any thing else. Somo of the brtb
Mark from memory wrote them down for use ren had died sincev St. Paul's departure. Whau
of the Churih in Rima. Hu made no preturnce, was to become of them? iow were they tu be
Papias says, to arr ange ibe stori in the oider affected by Cnrist's ntreeuod coning which they
in which the evenus occurred, but was onily expected almost immediately ? Woro theire
careful to set down as iearly as ha could re. friends to forfeit their imornrtality and thoii
càll them the very woids that Peter badt used sehare in His glorious advent by their untimely
Tbis, thon, was the first of the books of the doath ? They were very much dimturb2d,
New Tesîarment-tbe "Gospel of St. Mark," so- Timothy said,
calîrd, but reailly the story of Peter, written So the Apostle sat down and wroto them a
down by his trienro Marnes. latter. Be bogins with what correrrponds ti

About the same time a persecution arose in "My dei- so and so," the way lettors have al

Jadea whieb scattered the Charch once more. uays beon bugun. ie aèssures them ho con.
et. aitt mas driveu awày mitir the rest tinually ho has them always in mind, and how

ut. ate was i e nile ir, heing arn est tha nukful to God he is for such fruit to his labor.

te only eue survivrg ie 'maie b e rsnnalyt Thon he proceeds to bis mai' p rpos. Above

failiar wib the fate, wrote own in lebrew, thinga be places the virtue of pnrity. Ho

the Gospel story for the use of those who could traces tu their source the peculiar tamptatione
not fly with him. The Bebrow copy has been by which they are assailed. Hi language is

long since lest, but a Grak îranalation re- dignified, but most outspokon. Thon as to the

Main. g eother matiter whih preplexed them, ho tos

Those two historical attempts seem te have them thoir trouble is ail unnecessary.
given rise to nany ill-advsed eissays on the Ho declures on the anthoritv of tha Lord
part of others te do the sarne thing. But their Himself that death would not affect their status
so called "Gospels" do not seem to have aver one way or anothor; that in the last great day,
amounted to much, and in any case wore lost when the Lord shal come I with tbe voice of
hurdieds of yeas ago. St Lirke refersto them the archangot anid Ibe trump of God," the dead
raier contemptuously at the begining af bis in Christ shall rise, and, togother with those
Gospel: who romi'à alîve, be cauht up to meet Him,

" Furasmuch as many bave taken in band to and be" foy ver with the L ird." As te when
set lorth in order a declaration of those things ail this would occu. -we, St. Paul was tu

which are most surely believed among us, oven sensible a preacher to put dates to bi piophe-
as they delivered therm unto us, which from oies. He held it to bs always imminent, and
the beginrning wure eyewitnesses and ministers that the proper attitude was thaut of sentirels

o tb world; it seemeed good to me aiso, hav. watching against a surprise. Thoro was oue

ing had perfect understsrding of all things passage in bis lotter, bowever, wich misled

frum the verY firat, to write unto thee in ord¯r, the good people of Thessalonica. They inferreu

moit excellent Thecphiis, that thon mightest frcm it that the second cominig was to ba dar

know the certainty of those things, wherein ing their own lifetime, and wias tîkely ta occlir
thon bast been instrueied." anuy day. At once they tli into the disorders

Bis Gospel iças written in Groek, and is by ant extravagances which ' Second Adventism'
far moi e fuit aud detailed than either of the bas always produced. Why should they tor-
others. ment themselves, they ask, about the affairs of

7bus in the three great tongues in whieb the ibis world when the otner wasatready in sight ?
supersptiipion ver lits bea was written, the Why should they plant and water when the
Gupel was set down ru Hieurew and Groek great Reaper was hrkely first to gatner Ris

anc Latin." harvest ? Why shuuild ubey bring tieir affairci

IlS t in order of time come the Letters of before dikast or procon ul when thie great as.
St. Paui They are tourteen in numlber, ar. sizes cf the univurre was about to be opened ?
ragetd in our Bible iot in the orader in which When Paul board o this outbreak ut famnaLi.
thuy 'eoie %ritten, but in the urder of their cism and it disastrous practicai cunequtces

length, begirniig vIitb the longest. The Eipis- he st down again and wrote his 2nd Epuitte to

tle to the Bbiarews was plaucd last, betause the Thessalonians.
there ba' aiwauy beu doub as to weiber or In it Ju tells them how they bad misunder-

not St. Pau %%botc it. Ech of theee Epistles stood him bufure; how tbat he nad not meaut
had it s, wn occasion. They wre the letters to assert either thrt the Lord would come dur-
of a Bisbop te bis clergy, of a pester te bis ing their lietame, or that be would not. The
people, of a frieid to frrids. Sah one had partieular day sas concealed in order thut thîey
its own apeciail purpose. Sometimes i was to I înight live carefully every day. Thon theya

-ead his sober words. and went back ta their
vork and their worship.

Those two Episties may stand as samples of
.ail the rost. Each one bad its own reason,
lhe writers did not say to themselres " go ta,

, >w, we will write a Bible " They do not
,eirm to have aven suspeoci that they and
noir cireumstanoes alike were boing used by a
R ghr foer ta write the Book whiah bas
î'ived the onthusiasm. guided tbo livos, and

<lacod the sorrows of a hundred generations !
It must not be conceived, however, that these

varions doenonts came ut once into ciroula.
ion and nýn. Thev did not do so for more
.han a hundred years. The idon of gathering
hem into a booi< for a i bng time did nut oceur
.0 anybrdy. hlany bal beau written which
ere nover gatherel but have disappeared long
sgo. The ibing depeded upon yet was oral
iistruction. Thee pamphlets and letters wore
nly supplomcntary thoreto. Rach littiemann.

-cript was the proeuios treasure of some par,
ricular Oburch, and was jealausly garded. It
was passed about among a few reveront hands,
tnd when it beoamo worn and orasaed was
[rked up among the muniments. T imake
copies was a tedions and exoen-ve business
vhich few of the p'or churohes coutil beur.
phera was no prititing no paper, no p ht Of.
tiae l A " Bjok" was a very diffrnt concorn
ran the thing whieh we nal by that naine. it

was made this way: For papor the write used
little louves of lont.hor ab ma six liches sqdtare.
lie wrote only on one side of oci loiaf. Ho
used a pointed stiîrk for a pen. Hte mado io
punctuation marks and no h caki batwevcu the
wurds. Wlîan ho lid dire he tooir his pila of
htile leather (caves and gummcd iium rgether,
the boutorn of tuo tirr. to tIe top it iii seen d,
andi so on, makng a loîir strip, M incier s wide
and from twclty to a luadrod feet long, an-
oording to tbe siz of tha volaie. Tiis strip
was thon fatonud a. euih -înd to it wooden
roller as we mount map-. Tant wars a <book,"
in B blo times.

Copying was nualiy done by siavos trained
for tire purp I)4e, aud hircd tr )rn thoir ownurs,
A slavo who was Il gJd c.ipyis w uld futnh a
very high prina, aru uîsaally wasi n R lor sale.
The boocks so iRado, if thoir contous wçrro con.
siderablo, werc very bt:cy aifflirs. S I (ate as
tio tirm'i of C>nstarntii, when01 fifty copiOs of
the New Tustamierit wnre nado to the imporial
crder, [t requrred two governmoaut wxnrus
wit six yoku If Oxl Orion t) travsporr thomn
irom CIsuaroa te Constauîtino plc.

But though the process of copying and col.
Jeling the S S. was long in borng comnplcted
it was son bogun. In a fuw casas the waitors
enj irîed that nannusripts should ba sent (rom
ichurch te oharob,

Thooldoat list oitant of the bocks of the N
Testament was made in A. 1) 170. and it is ie.
complote. IL includes the 4 G »pols, 13 of St.
Paul's Episties, 20 St. J>hn S'. Jade, and aI-
so the name of a book called " thii R wvlation
of St, Peter," but it adds. 'S>me of Our people
wilL not have this book rond in chnrrih."

But the time came whon the ChLaroh maut
docido what books were "sacred ' and what
<nes wOre not. In the lary of porsecutioan it
became the common test of the Christian ta
try if he would give up bis "Sdripturo" te ho
burned. Some did su te save their lve4, and
forthis ree caUed by thoir brathreri "traditors"
-" traitoai I'

Under stress of this pari] the quotFon baid
to bc determined what books one might in.
nocently give up, and which unes mait b held
on to at the coMt of bis life.

This was finally settied by the Conneil of
Carthage, A. D 397-three bundrod years aif or
thbe lat of thum nad been written-and frcm
that day until now the Church has nover o± ei
i queUnLiOl the aUithenticity Of the "NOW Cov.

enant,
[To be continued,]


