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At the first mecting, a subscription, to be rencwed annu-
a)ly, during the war, as circumstances might admit, amount-.
cd in some instances to a tenth part of the income of the
sq_bsgnbt,rs This example was followed in several Districts,
of Canada; and the Citics of Montrcal and Quebec, most
liberally scconded the views of the Society. Its object was
no sooncr known in London, England, than a subscription
was opened by Licut. Gov. Gore, encouraged by the coun-
tenance and patronage of H.R.H. the Duke of Kent, who
was plc.asv.d to preside at a meeting held at the City of Lon-
don Tavern. Aliberal subscription from individuals in the
Island of Jamaica, made a large addition to thc means of
the Socicty, and, altogether, its funds were so augmented,,
as to induce the Committce of Directors to forbear any fure.
thcr call on the annual subscribers.

Thc meeting at which the Socicty was formed was.helds
at York on Tucsday, 15th December, 1812, the chairman.:
being the Hon, Chief Justice Scott.

At this mecting a Board of Directors was appointed, on
which appears the names of Hon. Wm, Campbell, Rev. Dr.
Strachan (Bishop), Mr. Dummer Powcll (Chief Justice),,
Hon. J. B. Robinson, and others well known in history.
The objects of the Socicty was to afiord aid and relief to
such familics of the militia, in all parts of the Province, as.
appnrcd to expericnce particular distress in consequence .of ,
the death or abscnce of their friends employed in defence of .
the Province ; also to such militia man as had been disabled
from labor by wounds received in service. It was also past .
of the plan to reward merit, excite emulation, and comemo-
rate glorious exploits, by bestowing medals or other honor-.
ary | marks of public approbation and distinction for extra-.
ordinary instances of personal courage or fidelity in defence
of the Province by individuals, cither of the regular or
militia forces, or scamen.

One hundred pounds were first voted to “ procure as many -



