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"That {everal perfons have firice been empowered to make enquiries, whes
ther the ranfom agreed upon by Mr. ! amb, might not be reduced ; but all
attempts of that {ort have hitherto proved ineffettual. The Regency de-
claring, that the contratt made by the agent on the part of the United States
ought to be difcharged. o

That owing to the melancholy fituation to which. we are reduced, one of
us, James Hapdett, hasbeen deprived of his {enfes by the Almighty, to
make him infenfible of his fitiation as a vi€tim ; and is, thefe three years,
confined in a cell in chains. The reft of us have been left deftitute thefé
. three years; and in this deplorable fituation, many of us have refifted the
temptation'of the Regency to enter into their {ervice, which might be at-
tended with remorfe, and a great detriment to our country—we truftine
in the juftice 2nd humanity of our country to extricate us from flavery.’ °
~ We have repeatedly petitioned Congrefs without effef: At firlk we
were informed, that Mr, Lamb would redeem us 5 next, that the Unjted
States were poor, and that they were forming their government ; next, that
2 {ubfeription would be [et on foot for our releafe ; next, that the United
‘States were rich,and would make a pcacce, and redeem us; next, that our
redémption concerned the peace.. In April laft, Congre(s .commiffioned
‘o try fora peace. The Dey prefcribed his terms more favourable than the
peace of thie Danes; Swedes, or Venetians 5 or even, than the Dutch had.
“We now hear that Congrels has rejeted the peace with Algiers, and given. -
us up as viftims determined not to redeem us; thus having fuffered an igno-
“ininious captivity of eight ‘years, ;

We pray you will confider what out fufferings muft have been, during
.this long period of captivity : Three times {urrounded by the plague ; which
“has numbered five of our brother fufferess in the bills of urortality, The
reft of us feem deftingd {o {fhare the fame fate. - :

The plaguey that tremendous and fatal difotder; at'ptefentis raging in
this city, and it {eems, that we are to be its viltims. Weare on the verge
.of eternity ; therefore, we beg of the citizens of the Ugited States, 1o
the name of the Almiighty and our Saviour, who died to redeem us ally
-that our country will adopt fome plan to-extricate us from this city of hu-

snan mifery ; and we fhalk ever pray and be thankful.
_ - Fellow Citizens, your moft humble Petitioners,

The under-written Crew of the {hip Dauphin; of Philadelphia, belonging

‘ ' to Meflrs. Mattktew and Thomas Irvin § '

) ; : : , Dollars
Richard'O’Brien, Mafter, at - - ~ = = - 4000,
-Andrew Montgomery, mate,at - - - - - - 5000 -
Philip Sloan, at - 4 - - - 14G0"
Peleg Lorin, at - - - - - . 1400
James Hull, at - - - N L 1400
%i\]cobus Tiffanier, at - - - - - 14000

illiamy Patterion, at - - - - - 3000
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