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THE RIGHT HOXN. W.E. GLADSTONE, PRIME .\il.\’fSTER
- OF ENGLAND.

- William Ewart Gladstone, the fourth son of @ wealthy Liver-
pool merchant—the late Sir John Gladstone, of Fasque,in the
county of Kincardine, Scotland—was born on the 29th Decem-
ber, 1809, and educated at Eton and Christ Church, Oxford, of
which he was nominated a student in 1829, and graduated,
taking a double first-class in Michaelmas term, 1831. Having
spent some time on a continental tour, he was returned at the
general election in. December, 1832, in the Conservative in-

.- terest for the borough of Newark, and entered Parliament just
as the great struggle between the Reformers and Conscervatives
was at its height. His high attainments, business habits, and
personal associations, soon recommended him to the notice of

" Bir Robert Pecl, who, in December, 1834, appointéd him a

_ junior Lord of the Treasury, an office which, after the lapse of

.a quarter of a century, he has. had the pleasure of conferring
upon his own son. . In February of the following year, Mr.
Gladstone was made under-Secretary for the Colonics ; hut the
Peel Ministry being defeated, and résigning in April,’23, Mr.
Gladstone. went out of office with'his leader and remainéd in

; opposilion till: Beptember, 1851, when Sir Kobert Teel again
camé into power, and Mr. Gladstone was appointed Vice-Pre-

. sident of the Board of Trade and Master of the Mint, being at

the same time sworn‘in as a Member of -the Privy Council.’

- This was a high.position for 8 commoner to attain at hig carly

" age, but the. great administrative ability he displayed fully

“warranted hig promotion. . The. tusk devolved upon him of ex-

plaining and defending the commercial policy of the Govern- [

N

ment in the House of Commons. “The revizion of the tarift in |
1842 was almost entirely the result of his energy and industry ;)
and when brought before Parlinment, was found to be nsathnir- i
ably executed in defail as complete in its mast-ry of general |
principles. In 1843 he succeeded the Earl of Ripon as Presi- !
dent of the Board of Trade; but resigned that position early |
in 1845, and saceceded Lord Stanley—the late Barl Derby—as g
Chief Seerctary of State for the Colonies.  When Sir Rebert |
Pecl, in 1846, annonnced his determintion to propos: ummodi- |
fication of the Corn Laws, Mr. Gladstone continned to adherne
to his leader, but surrendered his sent for Newark, and remained
for a short time out of Parliament. At the genern) clection,
in 1847, he was returned with the late Sir R, H. Inglis for Ox-
ford University. Among the questions which éxcited deep
interest in the House of Commons during that Tarliament.
were those of University Heform, and the abolition of Jewish
disabilitics.  Upon both these questionsg, in spite of his pro-
nounced High Church and Tory sympathies, Mr. Gludatons
frequently found himsclf opposed to his former friends.  This
extrangement, brought about gradunlly bhetween 47 und *52, had
gone o far during the latter year that, on the fall of the Russell
Ministry in Febranry, Mr. Gladstane refused to aceeploffice in
the Conscrvative Cabinet then formed by the Barl of Derby,
At the general election of 1852 his proclivities in the direetion.
of Reform had so alicnated the electors of the University, that
derpite his great personal popularity among them, he was otily.
returned after a severe contest.  In the © Ministry of all the:
talents,” the Coalition formed under the Premiership of the
late Earl.of Aberdecn, Mr, Gladstone was appointed Chan-
cellor.of - the  KExchequer, and- many.people kpowing him
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only as a brillinnt orator, and forgetting the ability he

hal  displayed ten years lefore at the Board of Trade,
were fain to speak of - bim as e o faney " financier.  But
his thormigh knowlidge of finanee, hix  practieal  expen-

gnee and great faculty in mastering apd marshalling details
were again bronght into full view, and his Inbours were of
signal gervice in suataining that government. On the rocon-
struction of the Cabinet, under Lord Palmersion, at the begin-
ning of 1885, Mr. Gladstone étill continned for a few weeks to
hold the same office; but when he found the new Ministry in-

“dixposed to make nounited stand agninst. Mro Roebuek’s mation
Cfor-n committee of engniry into the condition of the British

roops before Scbastopol, he resigned, regarding that motion
as a virtual censnee of the Cabinet of which he had been a
membher. Lord Palmerston was not by any means so sqm;fnmlf*h.
and Mr, (Hadstone continued, while out of office, lo give tho
Palmerston Cabinet an independent gupport.  This Cabinet; -
nfter many reverses, fell to: pleces in 1856, and Lur(l. I)url.vy
agnin took office, when Mr. Gladstone dceepted a special mis-

gion to the Toninn Tslands to, areange’ some difficultics which

had arisen in the idministeation there; and it may puyhnps Tr
o not unsuggestive commaontary: on hia way nffmﬂ}mg over
intricats queations that the seven:iglands were shortly after-
wards surrendered to the petty kingdom of (Greece. In June,
1850, Lord Palmerston agnin came inte power, and Mr. Glad-.
stone assumed his.old position as Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Many reforms’in the taxation of the country are due to l.lnln
period of lis official enrcer, . Hle veered more and more towards
the Manchuster School; and wag ‘mainly instrumaental in pro- .
moting the negotiations conducted by Mr. Cobdon, which re-




