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_«POOR; OLD ROBINSON CRUSOE . .

A discussion’ recently took place at ‘the Montreal Sanday

“remarks o Mr.” Bolton,” an; American:’ clergyman, - were
i “especially worthy' of ‘notice:. ‘But the Cynic-was - pained to
i-read.in his’ speech, a séntence- (that he would' fain.deem

~the best books ¢

S ver: published.:
i~have said Smem T

A great deal of carclessness he p
' Sunday School libraries, with régard to theé character of the books. : The
“utmost caution ought to be observed “as. to the: character of -the books,
 imitative, and ‘often attempted to’ perform the feats the
toas cagnizant of lalarming
books s the ¥ City Arad,” and * Robinsor Crus
. their way into Sabbith School Jibraries. -

02,7 which had somehow found

"DiocENES, at present; has rio- knowledge whatever, of the
book entitled.-the # City"Arab.” - He does not believe that it
enjoys  an extraordinary circulation, or that the sayings and
- doings® of a City Arab are likely to be closely imitated by
“eéven a-small number of decendy-trained children... But he
-does know and love “ Robinson Crusoe ;" .and he is convinced
.41 that. Mr. Bolton; has “been singularly _deceived, ‘and that no

-~ fealarming consequences”; have .ever, resulted - from. the
peruisal of ‘tlie story “of - the, shipwrecked . Solitary. ~ Desert
:“islands .are‘not ‘met ‘with . in everyday life or under ordinary
“circumstances’; and boys and girls; as Mr. Bolton rust know,
have.not the means, even if they had the will, 1o sail away
from their ‘comfortable homes; in- the vague:.hépe of being

e might

© brought jagninst” the. fiction. of: Defoe. " His: langu
“HJack

: £F
‘have Dbeen. excused, if he had been speaking: gl?
rofanity to
With . the

age, ” But, in teuth, it is almost p

gallantry and co : uth, it is al
6 “works-in. the Same -breath.

“mention’ the °

Progress,” “ Robinson ‘Crusoe ”: 'has been printed: more
- frequenitly” than ‘any other volume in. the" English language.
#It has ‘won“universal admiration,’and has been translated
“into” nearly’ eévery kiown language.” . Childhood - and ‘youth,

‘ness 'to ‘nature,: and * in conséquence of its’ reality  aund
simplicity ‘it has. :become - the . book of .all:. countries,
of the ‘illiterate as well of the learned ; in-short, of all

plification” 'of a system: of natural education, - detailed with

is, nevertheless, too remarkable to be omitted on the present
gccasion. | 5 .co : . .
_sons who entertain. nervous ‘apprehensions about the ¢ alarm-
‘ing’_consequénces " that inay result -from giving: “ Robinson
“Crusoe ” to' a child:’ " “ Puisqu'il nous’ faut absolument des
‘livres, il-en-existe un qui-fournit, 3" mon gré, le plus heureux

wne servira-que des commentaire
‘nos progrés i Tétat de notre jugement ; ettantq
_golit ne sera pas gité, sa’lecture nous plaira toujours.
cestiidoncice “Est-ce Aristote 2

- School Teachers” Institute; on: the  topic ‘of: “ Sunday-School |
‘Literature.” - The addresses delivered during the course. of
i the’ debate were full of discrimination and sound sense. - The | .

-unpremeditated;) condemnatory, to 4 certain extent, of onc of |
Mr.Bolton \is reported o}

wis shown®on the part of publishers'¢f | . ..

.which we put into the hands of children. They were in @ high'degree |
_ 1 : hey read-about. ~Ae |
conseyuences resulling. frour ihe reading of such |

~wrecked, and, performing the. exploits of their  picturesque |
<hers.” . Such a charge.as. Mr. Bolton’s has never before been

~Sheppard,” - whom'Ainsworth has represented as a model of

-exception.of ' the Bible- and ~perhaps <Bunyan’s: ¢ Pilgrim’s-

- manhood ‘anid old age ‘are aliké captivated: by its’ truthful-

‘classes of “-mankind.’ “"As & biographer of :Defoe has
said s ¥ 1t contains, if not'a treatise, at least a.praciical exems

matchless truth” o Mr. Boltonmay. not attach much value'to
the testimony of Rousseau ; buta quotation’from his Zwie

DioceNes commends it:to the attention of all per-

traité 'd’¢ducation naturelle. ~ Ce livre serale’ premier que|
‘lira mon Emile ; scul il composera long-temps'toute sa biblio- |
“théque, et'il.y tiendra toujours une place distinguée... Il.sera
le texte auquel tous nos; entretiens.sur les sciences naturelles.
“-11 servira d’épréuve durant

.+ DIOGENES WEEPS. - v
- For_oncé, e .turn” frém " mirth> and jest aside,
. ¥or: quips”and cranks assume’.a; solemn strain,.

Lo Al the gay’ emblems “of ! our; calling - hide,
.. Before dread :Nemesis: with, direful-train't .
“'Cursed ‘be. he’ who sheddethi:blood of man !
- Cursed: be. he' - who''woman’s. honor - stains -
:* Neither, ‘swift vengeance ~everiyet ‘outran— .

‘Man: may. forget,  but ‘Nemesis remains. =

~What. shall”we say of ‘that..infernal “guile] .- .

" Which more  than life—hich - Aaror ‘stole away ? .

<¥villain’s stheft, withiall- @ covard’s -wile !
lorror . benumbs-—we - know. no: G =
What shall we' gay-'of’ that’ young daring hand.
“Who' took " both God’s. and: man’s-décrees” and  doom
Inits unhallowed. palin F—murder’s red brand, -
< Burns: on_his brow,~—will follow.to :thie tomb
““The 'spoilex’s gosie.! 1if¢’s” madd'ning  race is'.
. His"sins ‘are sleeping in’ a, bloody grave ! .. ;. 4
_His spirit’ rests. upon- the junknown, shore— . . 0
‘May  mercy. o’er - him yet’ her pinions -wave.: . ... -
The daring ‘bdy‘,'.fér man o judge; 'is,hcrc: SR
theless ‘go'r *

~ And - what “his.-doom.?. he “may . not  scal
We can’t. absolve~—yet ‘many, many a:rtear :
At judgment harsh,  would freely, pitying, flows™
Close the dread . scene—but may. its “lesson last;
“Thar grave be eloguent for evermore ;| :
~‘fhen,. not for nought that life. away has past
Giear “Lord, ‘Supreme, o'cr all ‘thy mercy shower!

. S THE COUNTRY'S SAFE” CoEn
“The Kingston 'petition ' has been: taken {rom under consi--
deration, and‘the petitioniers ‘have “been favored with a reply..
The Hon. the Postmaster-General appeals to them as fathers
and relations ;-and, in very touching terms, reminds them of the
duty they owe to' their sons and their cousins, their brothers,
nephews | and ‘uiicles, their. step-sons and’ brothers-in-law;:
their sons-in-law;and their. grandfathers: and grandmothers.:
He also appeals to'them “as citizens-of this illimitable Domi-
nion; and tells them plainly:that but for their aid and that.of
their surroundings, the.'machinery of government must come.
o a'stand:still.. . Fle says .there are none beside them who
can'properly oil its whéels ‘and springs. " The -result.is most .
gratifying. *An address: is ‘nowbeing . prepared in‘old Fron-:
tenae, in. which, thé Worthy burghers  inform “the Hon.
Minister that they wish to withdraw théir'illjudged - petition,
and aré’ rejoiced to.be able to tell'him that ‘they have still.
fifty dear-ones left out.of the original seven hundred-——all the
rest provided for—whon:they will consent to sacrifice on the.
altars .of their country’s offices. On dit :: The forthcoming:
'Gazetle will contain a proclamation appointing a day of gen-
1 eral ‘thanksgiving, ' o P o

: . TOUBLE ACROSTIC
Without the ‘ofie the other could not be ;
U Without the other who onearth could see 2 7
© A¥ithout the tivo old Chaos gain arrives::
Yet sans the two e pass one half our lives. -
=% . One with the otherjoin, and you’lt have then
- gift divine to-weary, toiling men. . :

' ’ Flowittle we think,-when in vouth’s ~'hnppy hour.
est, - :

‘\We dash the bright dew from its cr - .
d dies likea

- iThat when life with'its joys fades an
i Beneath its soft bosom we'll rest. :
2. In Spencét's ¢ Fairie Queen > you'll find.
A lady, modegt, timid, kind ; S

“AVhose word the'savage beast obeys, ™
" As'at her feet'itself it lays. :

. 3. Who on.earth do we love morc thana tather ‘or mother,
i More than hasband or wife,—more tbhn sister or brother, -
. R R . ‘Or.thanself 2

rest is dearer; more sought thanour own, .. &

rithout sorrow;.to manhood has grown,:

hose:in
nd




