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THE CHRISTIAN.

have is not for yon to hide within yourself,
but your light i8 to 8o shine before men that
they may glorify your Father in heaven.
And the sad purt is that the salt will lose
its savor, and the hight go out unless applied
as God intends, Tt is not enough for us to
8ay we love Christ.

‘‘ Lavest thou me 1 we hear the master saying
To Peter, standing by the river side;

Lovest thou me { then seek the sheep now straying
Afar from home, unfed, without a guide.

Ana still we hear him clearly, soltly speaking,
As Peter heard him by the sunlit sea,

Lovest thau me, indeed § then cease self-seeking;
In loving service live and follow me,

Some one is disappointed that I have not
said more about the great need of ‘¢ mission-
ary extension” in foreign lands. It is not
that I do not think the need & pressing one,
becausé I certainly av; but in my estimation
the greater need 18 for Christ Christians at
home. Let Christians be Christians and the
goepel must go to all the lands of earth.
We will not need to urge missionaries to go
to foreign fields, nor contrive all kinds of
ways and means to raise money for their
support. As we take on the love of Ohrist,
we widen our fleld of love ; and as we grow
in grace, we enlarge the boundaries until we
cap take in the whole world. ‘I'hen we will
begin to know the love of Cbrist which pass-
eth knowledge and be filled wiith.all the full-
ness of God. .

Let us be enthusiastic iu-this great work
of being missionaries, Let us not mind
what the world says; thoir idola of to-day
are effigies to-morrow. Let them say we are
extreme,
matters, but when it comes to religion they
call it fanaticism ; but as some one has said,
‘¢ The true Christian must gauge his zeal by
what he seed'and feeld, and not by what the
world fals to see.and feel.” It is not the
Ereachin from pulpits tlat saves 'thé masses,

ut the living, breathing Christ in each of
his followers. Then let us have our lights
so-evenly trimmed aud brightly burning by
bearing 'the fruits of the Spirit, that they.
will shine with a true, strong light; and

when they have ceased to burp, the after-

glow will be 80 bright it will still csst its
reflection on ‘the earth and invite beholders
to turn their gaze heavenward.

THE BIBLE tversus INFIDELITY.

‘W. K. HARDING.

In every century of the Christian era there
have been those who have opposed the religion

of Christ.- In agreat many cases this opposi-

tion came because of ignorance; for “the
excellency of the Christian religion must
commend iteelf to every right thinking man
who will honestly . investigate its claims.
Many noted infidels have acknowledged the
splendor of the life and teachings of Jesus.
Then there are those who, being unable to
reconcile the Bible to their own peculiar
ideas, first reject, then oppose.

Daring the past fifty years Obristianity
has been spreading with almost unparalleled
rapidity, but it must also be admitted that
infidelity and atheistio literatnre have been
on the increase. In nearly every city, town
and village its effects are visible. Looseness
of morals with laxity of principle is a close
attendsat io the train of modern scepticism.
Young people who have been away from
home,. ¢ in the States,” return and talk up

They admire enthusiasm io other,

their infidel views to their commpanions, and
thus the seed is sown, and too often people
are only too glad to listen to anything that
has o tendeucy to ease the conscience, and
holp them live a life of pleasure and wanton-
negs, Eternity alone will tell how many
lives have been wrecked and hopes blasted in
this way, As the night breeds darkness, &o
infidelity breeds sin and impurity, Is there
nothing we can do to stem this tide of
opposition? It will not do for us to say,
“ Well, our church teaches, therefore we
‘believe it ;" dogmatism will not do. We-
must prove all thinge, but hold fast that
which is good.- The Bible, containing, as it
does, the evidence upon which we base our
faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of the living
.God, is the ceutre of attack.

Not only do we nced to teach the Bible,
but also about the Bible. If we lived in a
world where everybody accepted the Bible as
(od’s revealed will, if 6ur young people never
came in contact with those-who were scepti-
cal, it they would never see nor read sceptical
literature, then there would be no need to
write about teaching ¢‘ about the Bible.”
But we know that infidelity is 1n the land,
that we do come in contact with sceptics, -

lated, and many of our young people, as well
as some that are older, are affected -by it.

A great many valuable works fave been
written on ‘“Christian kvidences,” but in
how many homes do you find them? How
imany of thosé who oppose the church: ever
iread “Paley’s Evidences,” or ** Bitler’s An-:
alogy,” or +‘Horne’s Introduaction,” or
‘¢ Réasons and Revelation”? Not oneé in a
hundred. Yet these books contain just the:
information people need, and if such infor-
mation were more widely disseminated,.in-
fidelity wounld not grow so fast.
nothing to fear from investigation, and while
‘wo do not pretend to answer évery foolish
question that may be asked, we do maintain
that the truth of God’s word can be wani-
fested in the face of all the opposition that
can be brought against it. This cannot be
done by means of parental anthority; nor yet
by ministerial intolerance, but by giving. to
the young and the old that knowledge which

in doctrine. In this way they will be iu-
structed.in the truth, and their minds forti-
fied against the subtle influences of ‘infidelity..

breachers and teachers, are alike in that a
great many of them do not scem to think
there is a8 much harm being done as some
would make out. A young man comes along
hicely dressed and of good manuners, and he
is welcomed into the homes of the people.
Most of them knew him when be was a boy,
but he has been away for some time. It soon
comes ‘out that he is a sceptic, doesn’s believe
the Bible, ete. 8till, he is so *“nice”; he
escorts the young ladies home and wins his
way along, at the same {ime sowing seed that

will bring sorrow of heart and bitterness of
soul. Ah! yes: the devil can do more when

and that improper literature is being cirou-

Truth bas |,

'w_ill make them strong in faith and ateadfast |’

I sometimes think that parents and friends, |

‘his angels appear as angoels of light, than
when they appear in their true colors. Truly,
‘we war not with flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places. '

But the Christian has an assurance that
‘he can overcome, and be more than con-
-queror. Ohrist says:  The gates of hell
shall not prevail against .it”— the-church.
We cun say in the hottest of the fight, ““God
reigns.” But can we not win back some of
‘those who have been led away, or can-we 80
-instruct and fortify those that remain that
.they will be able to fight the tempter off? 1
answer, we can to a lurge extent if we only
try. We need to give more attention to the
‘“Evidences.” But I am aware that few have
the books tostudy on this line ; many indeed
wounld be glad of an opportunity were it pre-
sented. As I look at the scores of volumes
on my shelves dealing speocially with this
great subject, I am tempted to take up my
pen and write a series of articles, making the
‘present one a sort of introduction. For sev-
ersl years I have been making a special study
of theésé things, and have provided myself
with the best literature on the .subject;

I have in contemplation articles on such
subjects as: (I.) ‘“ How we got our Bible,”
(IL.) ¢The Harmony and Design of the
iBible,” (IIL.) ¢ Fulfilment of Prophecy,”
(IV.) “Applied Ohristianity, or the Effect of
‘the Bible on the World,” (V.) ““Archaologi-

licsl Testimony,” ete.”1'86°¢his at the feqdest

‘'of some of our leading brethren. Truth is
amighty and will prevail. The word of the
;Lord abideth forever.”

¢« West Goré, Hants Co., N, 8,
i

GULLIVER'S COVE BUILDING
: FUND.

L3 —— .

Previously acknowledged, .. ... $234 48

‘Harvard Eldridge, 8andy;Cove, N, S.... 2 00
Wm. Gates, Woodville, N. 8, ceen 100.
E. C. Bowers, Westport, N. 8, - . 500
H. H. Wannamaker, Boston,. .. - . 1 007
~Totaly .. . ... ... 2...8278 48
’ H. A. Devox,*
* Treasurer, -

South Range, N, 8, .

HALIFAX BUILDING FUND.

Previously acknowledged, .... ....81,—6739 8(7)

Biater Beattie, Summerside, P. E.'L.,. ..

8ister Auvie Wallace, Waverly, Muasa... . 5 00
! ; \ SR

\ ) TO'.&], " . s ..‘1,687 57

i An error made in last repart of .callections at
Aunoual, viz , $86,36 ought to have been-$91.36,
and the $5 0% ought to have been crédited:to
Bro. Isaiah W‘alliee, West Gore, N, 8. ’

. HeXRrY CARSON;:
Halifax, N. 8., Sept. 28, 1895." , Tredsurer,

; Mr. Spurgeon once ssid. he -didn’s_ waut
suy-oue who could be a misgionary to drivel
down into a king, nor ore who was fit to-be
s wissionary to die a millionaire. Quoting
this, a writer in the Medical Missionar,

Quarterly- adds: ‘“Do not miss the high.
honor of being a missionary if you can help

it. Think twice and pray oftener, before

you adopt any other career.”



