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,:r};l tived in the'interior with his eldest son, recoivirgcare/and ||
attention from the other three; but. wishing to come to Oallao, thé '
l|third son was written to, to provide for his reception . this gave
|| offenice to the second son Antanacio, who considered that it was
1 ‘his turn by order.of birth to have Lis father with him.. The rest
y of the naveative 13 given in the words of the .Alealde, to whom
;pthey-had come for adviee, as they could nut agree among. them-
i‘ selves about it. )
¢ “Dionisio contended that his brother Antanneio could not be
iy with his father bec: we he hau a great deal to do, and could not
4 give his father the attentionLie required.  The fourthsun, Julian,
i represented to me that it properly belunged to him to support his
.+ father, as he was the youngest and unmarried. I knew not what to
y resolve, my heart was so wffected by the extraordinary ricture
i presented to me. ~ As T contemplated this scene, the old man,
Clemeato. said, * My dear children, my heart overfluws with sat-
isfaction in witnessing your disputes respecting which of you
| shall take charge of your old father. I would gladly give con-
1 seng to youall, and therefore propose that T be permitted to break
1 fast with one, dine with another, sleop in the house of the third,
4ond thus keep changing from day to day; but, if you do not con-
seat to this, let his honor, the. Judge, determine what shall be
' done with me.”
3 The young men unanimonsly rejected this proposition, because
i they said their father would lead aa idle, errant, unquiet life,
! Ithen proposed to write on separate picces of paper the names
i of the sons, which I did, doubled them and put them into the hat
 of Cleinento, which served as a ballot-box ; and, while duing s0,a
! death-like silence prevailed, and there was plainly to be seen,
1 expressed in the countenance of each of the sons, his hope of re-
[ ceiving the desived prize. The old man put his tremulous hand
| into the hat: ud drew out the name of Antanacio, the second son!
| Antanacio, uyion hearing his name called ont, broke into praises
' to the Owmniscient for according bim such a buon, With his hands
ytlsped and eyes directed to heaven, he repeated over and over
: hig thanks, then fell upon his knees before Lis venerable parent,
{and bathed his sandaled feet with tears of frantic joy. The other
: brythers followed his example, and embraced the feet of the good
‘;old patriarch, who remaiued like a statue, oppressed with emo-
| tions, to which he knew not how to give vent.
i Such aseene asthis melted all who witnessed it. The brotkers
 then retired, but soon returned with a fresh demand, which was.
\ that I should command that, since Antanacio has been favoured
1 by lot with the charge of the father, they could not be deprived
of the pleasure of taking out the old man to walk by turns in
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