
8 BOOKS AND NOTIONS

ONTARI'8 SHOOL mrAngMs.
HERE is a big tinw ahead for the
Ontario Minister of .c tation and
for the publishers of the different read-

ers for ue in the publi ý and high schools of
Ontario.

The right o p ablishing the Public School
iteaders, now pooled by W. J Gage, the
Copp, Clark Co., and the Canada Paper Co.,
expires sol, and the player, in this pub.
lishing drama arc getting their cards in
shape. The highest hand wmns a big pot.
G. W. Ross, the able minuster of this de-
partmnent, is shrewd and plays carefully, but
le has pitted against him a man who has
made book publishing a life study. and this
mnan las one or two prettysktllful assistants.
There is (un ahead, and knivcs may be usied
beforc the game is river.

Then the W. J. Gage Co. has suddenly
discoveied that they hold soma copyrights
whicl have been infringed in the compila.
tion of the Iligli School Reader, and they
have taken legal steps to stop the selling o
this book. Dealers in the country must not
be surprised if they wake up some morning
and discover that they have no source of
supply for cither ligh School Readers or
Public School Readero.

Some Enghîsh publibaoms have discovered
that they hold copyrighti on se!ections in
the Ontario readers, and nue af then lias
entered suit for damages Sme wise heads
say that a new set of rcadcrs nay bc neces-
sary, but thii is nat likely. All this is part
of a great gamse, and the progress and re-
sults will be rery interesting.

J. C. MOURINOT.

G. BU'R 1 N IIT S new book, " Cana-
da's Intellectual Strengtlh and Weak.

e ness," has appeared. Whatever lau-
datory remtiarks nay bc apphîed ta the lit-
erary part of the book. the binding and style
of the book imust bc conudemîned. ln appear-
ance and site it looks exactly like Lotell's
old Public Schmol Gjeugraphy, and shows
no taste whatever. rie publishers, Foster
lown & Co , of Montreal, have a good
reputation as boocksellcrs, but their fame as
pubbtshers wiil inot bc iuch enhanced by
this book hi a called No. i, of the Royal
Society of Canada series, and this niay ac
coun- for its shape and c.hieap bindung, but
its appearante will kill its .alc over the
counters of the bookstores

The author ha% produced a wok wich
bas been much needed in Canada, and ont
which will find a ready welcone anong the
litterateurs of th:s country; ut wuuld be wel-
comed by the masses. to, if ut was sent
forth for then, but apparently st is nat. Mr.
Bounnot is a great student of books, and an
indefatigable conpiler of facts. No onc has
ever bren bold enough to accuse him of
being original, but %ui this book he makes
the gieatest attempt ta attain originality.

Without a more thorough reading of the
work it would lie unfair to pass a final
opinion.

le explains that there are three well-
defined rras of developmîent in Canada:
The French Regine up ta 1760; the tra
from 1760 ta 1840. and fromn £840 ta tht
present tine. Each one is treated sepa.
tately, and thoroughly and carefully ana-
lyzed. The author gives due credit to every
indication of strength and lays bare every
proof of the present weakuesses.

MONTREAL. NEW8,T HE holiday trade this year was large
in quantity, ali the fancy-goods deal.
ers admit, but the quality and price of

the goods asked for was not up ta the saine
standard as in the few previous years.
Nevertheless :t is worthy of note that many
of the houses report a business of (ully i5
per cent. over that of last year, so that no
doubt the one fact will offset the other.

Notnan & Co. are havng a remarkably
'good sale of thicir group photo. of the Mont.
real Board of Trade.

Germnan toy workers are renowned the
world over un ail lines. Porter, Te:skey &
Co. report that their boys' violins had an
unusually good demand.

There was a good demiand from city con.
fectioners for Christmas packages for their
goods. J, C. Wilson & Co. say that the de-
nand on this account with them was fully

equal ta that of last season.
The dolt counter un Messrs. H. A. Nelson

& Co.'s establishment was the great centre
of attraction for lady visitors to their ware.
bouse. Their fine of fine dressed dolls
turned out a good speculation

The actual Christnas and holiday trade
was mîucli better with W. Foster Brown this
year than last, but the month's busness as
a whole showed a falling aff, and it is the
same with the others un the trade.

Hy. hlirks, the well.known jeweller, has
publislhed a really artistic trade catalogue
this year of the goodks whiicl he is offering
the public. In addition ta a description of
these is given a sketcny and pleasant resume
nf Montreal.

Colin McArthur & Co. arc very busy at
prescnt on tleir new designs of wali paper
for next season. lOOKS ANI) NOTIONS is
assured that they will effet ta the trade this
year ont of the finest hines of wall paper ever
submnittetd for its approval.

The stationery trade had something ta
talk about the aier day, when a private de-
mand of assignmsent was made on Mr. Geo.
Bishiop personally, of the well-known firm of
Geo. Bishop & Sons, St. James street. The
exact circumistances of the case cannot be
leanîed as yet.

The idea with inost buyers this season for
holiday presents were moderate - priced
goods. Messrs. R. Hy. Holland & Co. had

some good selling lines of goals in this
connection, which went weil. A int of
dolls that they offered were especially good
sellers.

The Sabiston Lithographic Company bave
added a new branch to their business. They
have commenced the manufactre of fine
playing cards, and some of the samples
shown the writer were first.class specimens
of fine worknanship. They will offelr an
extensive assortment of these goods to the
trade of the Dominion.

Wm. Drysdale & Co. will shortly bring
out an attractive Easter booklet (rom the
pen of Dr. J. M. Harper, of the Educational
Department, Quebec. The work consists
of a poem on Sacrament Sunday, being a
well-told story of the habits and customs of
the Sacramental season in the old land in
the good old times.

Mr. Hy. Brophy, the manager of the
Montreal News Co , was laid up with a very
severe attack of "grippe" during the month.
Mr. Brophy is able to be about again, but
he tells his friends that he had a very hard
pull of it. He bas a large circle of these,
and they are ail glad ta set him on bis fet
again.

Mr. Foster, the managing partner of
Messrs. J. C. Watson & Co., wall paper, -
reports that they are still compelled to work
overtime if they are ta get their orders out
on time. They have be-en compelled to do
so ever since the first of October, and they
profess ta be thoroughly well satisfied with
their season's business.

Messrs. J. B. Rolland & Sons have issued
their usual almanacs for :894. which contain
a vast amount of interesting matter ta the
agriculturist and others. The works com-
prise "The Agricultural Almanac," "The
Commercial and Historical Almanac,"
"The Family Almanac," and the Ecclesias.
tical calendar of the province. Ali the works
are published in French.

i. A. Nelson & Co.'s establishment on
St. Peter street presents a changed appear-
ance ta that of last month. Then the shelves
were crowded with a bewildera,îg army of
toys and other holiday novelties. These
have gone ta 611 the stockines of our young
folk on Christmas morning. Electrical and
mechanical toys was the principal tun with
the Messrs. Nelson this year.

Mr. William McLennan, the wel(.known
writer, is about ta publish simultaneously in
thq United States and Canada a history of
old Montreal under the French regime.
The work will contain reproductions of a
number of rare-old views which have never
been given in any other work of the kind,
while the matter contained in it will com-
prise a lot of interesting sketches with re-
gard ta the early settlement of the city by
the French, and of the course of events up
ta the time of the conqueet.


