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ONTARIO VITAL STATISTICS

The reports to the Provincial Board of Healtli for January show that
654 cases of influenza were reported, and of these about 600 are credited

to, the one centre, the other flfty-four cases being scattered over fifteen
unicipalities.

As compared with December, the first four weeks of January shows

a decrease of 245 cases of sm*illpox. Ottawa is now experiencing an

epidemic of mesies, 840 cases having been reported out of 1,300 for the

whole province. The mortality, however, is very low.
The general record for the month was flot a promising one, there

being 4,790 cases of communicable disease compared with only 802 ln

January, 1919. Even eliminating the înflueuza cases whichl were not
reported in January last, the increase ini disease is startling. lu January,
1919, however, inluenza was ravaging the province, and 1,514 deaths
were reported tlirough undertakers.

DRIJG P:ROBLEM ýCALLS FOR MORE EDUJCATION'ý.

The narcotie drug problem bas in1 recent years attracted more aud

more attention. There used to be a notion that ail the men addicted to

drugs were weak-m inded degenerates or inteutional1 crim in ais. Lt seemed
to be geuerally supposed the men and women withi the ua.rcotic drug

habit belongedl naturally to the under-world, and that those who did not
>,adgstrayed fromnthere. Now, of course, it la true that aimong tUie social

degenierates drug addicts are foumnd in very large numbers, but it is poor
logic to assume tliat because many crimiuiils use drugs, ail drug usera
mnust be erixninta. As a matter of fact, drug addicts have a disease.

They are siek men and women, and tliey require proper treatmeut. Dr.
Ernest s. Bighop lias been takiug a deep interest iu thia subjeet, aud la

one o! the men now carryiug ou a campaîgn to have society take a proper
jatitude towards drug addicts. Iu his, book, "The Narcotie Drug Prob-
1"w, lie aima to educate public opinion regarding, the unfortunate. le

wautu. people to understaid that the drainatie features of the addiction
pr<olem, including crime, degeneracy sud sensuaiity ', are not the onfly

a4ide of the question, and lie hopes that iu time the sufferers ill not bie

herded together iu the popular mind. The preseut attitude is un.scientifie,
and makes it harder for thle addicts who do uot beloug to the criminal or
denert8 group to get proper eonsideration. As Dr. Bisliop says: -11u
the near future, 1 earnestly hope the true story aud the real facts (,on-
,erning that opiate drug addict will become uuiversally kuown. Without

t.,iiliarity with tliem sud understauding of tliem, sud comprehension
and appreciatiou of their disease, we shall neyer niake real progress in the
wIZA,]ion of the narcotie, drug- problem. From the preseut day, trend of


