
Cania Jan Jouriial of Moedicinte and ,Suryoery.

t~uito twcity iuchies froin the anti-cathode, is probably due to the
(dilpositioin of vilbratory influences of the rays both to overcomne

kdstasis, rcstoring tonle to the inuscular coats of the arterioles,
in.at the saill timle, to induce a more active local inetabolisin."

Thiese views seemi very rational and. afford lis a good wvorkinig
]iv-Iothiesis; they are probably nearer the truth than any that have
vul been set forth, aild for that reason are presented. at leng-th.

The X-Yays -when used in moderation mnay hiave a tonie or
ýýIiiiiuýIating'> effect, but, like many another stimulant or tonic, if the
1usu is prolonged, or often repeated, the action is imarkedly that of
an irritant, and an irritant of a very, pronounced character. It is
chlie11.y in the role of an irritant that the services of the X-rays are
s olIht therapcuiticaII3y, being too unaea remeciy to be trusted
a, a SI-imulant, cxcept to a very limited extent.

Without further delving into the subject inan.ty very suggestive
ideas thirust themselves upon one in this brief and. altogether in-
complote consideration of the ray's -%vork, only some of -which nst
suflice for our present purpose.

For instance, wre have a certain defiinite forin of irritation,
causing a wcll defined-f-or the most part-train -of syrnptoms,
syrnptoms mnost closely resembliiig thiose of cancer; andl as if this
werle not cnough0-, wvc fnd. dermatoses caused by this irritation
prone to develop epitheliomia; and we Iikewvise lind as a resuilt of
this irritation, hyperkeratoses, with a inarkcdl tendency to epithel-
loinatous degreneration. These circumstances point strongly in
finvor of the irritation -theory as to the cause of cancer, and silould
al lis stiil further in onr study of the cancer problem, for the be-
hiavior of the tissues under the ray shouki teacli us nch concern-
ingc the behavior of tissue affect-ed by cancer.

The testiin.on-y of the tissues -would scern to f avor the theory of
i protective mechanisin in the body, striving to wvard off cancer,
and to repair its raae.It shonld afford support aIso, to the
ols-ervations concerniin the arrest of maligmancy on cessation of
die causative irritation. And it shonld grive nis a ecearer idea of
wvhat we mnay hope to accomplish in the,ma-y of treatment.

At the present timne our efforts in usn h Xry s hia
peuii agenit arc largely restricted to the attaclc upon superficial
elrowýths, many of whichi are distinctly amenable to such measuires.
B3ut even i the case of the deeper seated growth -we somietimes,
ret-ard its spread; or even cause it to dirninish markedly i size, by
juidieious tr-catmient, and add vcry greatly to the comfort of~ the
p)aticpnt, perhaps prolonging life.


