
EDITORIAL DEPARTME4NT.

evidence of imaterial internal disease, natural or adduced, we cannuot utî-
ter the cause of deatl. The iînusuial and extensive vesication uipon the
external parts of the body, wve presume wîlt bte explained by sonie col-
lateral evidence, as we have noue to addice ii explanation. We deenm
it our duty, however, to direct attention to this condition of the bodly,
ar we consider the surface nivolved in vemiention suflicielt to ca 1s vCr%
grave consequences.

The lllowing is the report ui fers. 1 fallowell anid l'iulbrick oi thie
post mortem appearance of the stoanuci. and chennical aialysl% so its

conten's :-
I Internai maucous coat was sound, sightliy congested. especially to-

wards its cardine orifice, and more towards the pylorus ; t waS of ler wise
healthy. 'thie organs contained fron one to tv:o drachins oidark gruînmious
fluidwhich was renioved for the purpose of analysis. 'he contents being
submitted to a careful examination. were not founid to containi the ,lght-
est trace of aiiy :inimal, mmeral or vegetable poieii.

Afterthieab' ve wasrend.a inumber ofqtuestions were put tu tie medicai
gentlemen, with a view to elicit tieir opinion as to the causc of death.
Finally they adhibited their names to the .Ifowing statenet:-

We are of opinion mndividually and colleci -1 thrif the late .Joh
Rron came to his death from the core n effect of an overdose oe
morphia, and the neans sulsequently resorted tu in the treatment."

Alter this, the jury could not but returi " thaf Job Brooiii corne o luIs
death by an overdose ol miiorphia, admmistered t' lm by Mr. D)ick-
RoI, &c."

A very uiportant question here presents itselfi. I .. or do înot the
facts elicited in evidence, or the appearances presented by 0l5t mortent
examination, warrant the opinion which Drs. Philbrick, Hi alloweli, Grant

:Id Mcllmurray pronounced a fter aînumberofîqethions haid been propos-
ed to thent ? W c have not the slightest hesitation ii saing, that they are
not supported in their conclusion, either by fact. of evilence or by ne-

croscopic appearances. When a poiseious dose of morphia ins been
taken by a person, giddiness aad stupor set in at ýoine tine with
la houir, generally m froi ten ta tweity minutes. The stupor
graduaHly increases întil the person beconis îisensible Io ail external
impressions: lie lies motionless, with his eyes closed, and lie breathes
slowly as in a deep sleep. Front this state he imierges inito a ý4ate of
complete corna. lHis countenance alters ; his surtâce becomes cold and
iallid, and his breathing stertorous. I measures he not adopted to re-
leive the patient, death usuially enîsues i the course of twelve liours.
Now in the case of Broom, four or five minutes after he had swallo'ved
fifteen grains of morphia, in the words of his son, " lie weit off iii a kind
1i stupy." Observing this, Mr. Dickson immedintcly soughit the
assistance of Dr. Aikin, whio at once adoitel mensurez to save the


