On the hypo.lw J

' of an_Inland Sea ;biﬂliq the 'C"omi;zehtd' North America.

- ;ta ,m}un" character, becommg soft, fnli and less fre.
~quent. Daring this time his speech bec&me more and
‘syrare impeded, and .the drowsiness. augmented. He
- a8 0w placed; between twe, men,. and-was, walked
<a ‘)out during the mghr, At half-past eleven o'clock we
"tuol\ our leave, Dr. Scott promising to come in. -between
one and tivo,'and 1 leaving directions..to be sent for it
;-~'~teep ahould iwt,rpower him. At half-past five o’clock,

: c,cpt the comracaon of the pupll and dlﬂiculty of
‘speech, which,did not completely wear, off _tiil the fol-
- lowing day.;” For about three hours in.the mght, it was
~.only by the mpst assidyous attention that he was pre.
~ vented from fallmg asleep, .. PR :
- It:appears that he had been suﬁ'enng for two or thres
da}s with colie, which-on that day::was- peculiarly se-
~ vére}a friend-advised the Tr. of Rhubarb. Unfortunately
‘laadatium’ had been put into a phial, labelled Tr. of Rhu-
- barb,and he swallowed the quantity Ihave mentioned-
- We'Endw that sévere colic-is one of the cases in which
there is great tolerance of opium ; and, moreover, in
this case there was probably some irritation of the mu.
cous membrane of the stomach,. which diminished it
power of absorption, because a largeportion of the lau-
‘danum swallowed. was thrown up, as was easily ascer-
tamed from:the carcuma.tance of, his having taken only
a,l_x ttle, ten during the day. ., ,The, fluid . evacuated: con-

tained much gastric juice; so_that the slow effect of the |

_poison was .partly. to be referred to. digestion. of ths
opium; having commenced, a fact, supposed.te explain
Jhe, tolerance of ,opmm in .delirium: tremens.:
oanRVATm\*b ON THE HYPOTHE‘ZIS OF 'THE
“FORMER EXISTENGE OF 4 GREAT FRESH.WATER

. INLAND,, SEA  WITHIN THE CONTINENT OF
NORTH AMERICA. . -
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y Ocoabxon was taken, in, the course of sundry obser~
-mons rcppcc{mg the hypothesxs of .am, inland fresh
ateR S‘a within, the cemral regions, of, Noﬁh Amenca,
oﬁLr what xmght seem.a. probable, aocount of the ele-
jon.ol,, the contingnt, by successive, upheavmgs corres-
ponding, thh the. margxnal Jines, denotmg the -action -of
angient- wawrs d. of. the. conditions, under. whtch the
,,xrmatmn»of the 44,reat Canadxan Lakes .seems .to. have
‘ ml\g:u places | ,Accordmg 1o .this account,, these, Lake,s
Are; Jregarded as. merely. intercapedines of the, general law
of. e}evatmn—-qmz \remissione. nalura . languescerel—-
‘their, .beds rospestively: maintaining. the.,depression more
or.1oss, ol their-primary; position, in. gonsequence, as-was
,gesumed,“of an unegual.applicetion of the sublerranesn

: force' - the dxﬁ‘erent degree of resnstance wh:ch lhelr

aubatrata opposed to it.

. This_hypothesis is certam]y more probabie than that
whlch _supposes them to have been scooped out by the
agency of _watery . masmuch as in very few cases are
there circumstances which show such a posmble apph-
cation, of ‘watér as would mdxcate a_power. adequate to
such an effect. Assuming it possible that a rush of
waters over the Queenston heughts scooped out. the bed
of Lake Ontario, whence, it might be asked, came the
waters. that could form: the bed of Lake Supenor? And
vet the lowest parts of the beds of these lakes are ngarly
at the samue level below. the tide water of the Sea.

-The occasional falling a and rlsmg of the waters of the Ca-
nadian. Lakes, at divers mten als, while it demonstrates
the parsimonious action of the subterranean foroes at the
present time, .is. a fact whxch shows that the apphcann
of -these fmrces is still made under the Jike diflerence of
conditions, or with the same mequal;ty that seews . to
have regulated it from the commencement of the process
of elevation. , A partial elevat:ou of the land surround-
ing the lakes would be marked by.an apparent depresaum

the same, would be marked by an apparent elevatnon of
the surface. .- It is not 10 be, supposed that a tnﬁ;ng vari-
ation in the relative level of an extensive land should be
perceptible 1o the senses; but through such an instrument
as-the one referred to; and.ii.is obvious enough t}mt
those partial upheavings, indicating rether the mere exig-
tence than the acting'of the subterranean force,. cannot
partake of that permanent- character, which we . find
formerly to have attended the exertion of it in its mightier
and prolonged periods of activity. - These elevations: and
subsidences of the lower degree, are; not therefore :con-

of an existing, though not a charginghost. ., . .-

tude of expression, -periodically.. . Seven years;. -aggoxding
10 the-almanac . of . the. Indians,..ig the..time of, the peri-
odical, recurrence. of;.the- phenamenon in quest:on 3 hut

sei, in Asiatic. Tartary, to the Genesee of Lake Ontano,‘
rather than:a fact ascertamed from .their observation;

[y

ous accumnlations,:of :gnow..- This. oausey as it wpulda
operate with litle- nrregulmty, would. exhibit a,goanaut
recurrence of the. like effect;. year after, year. . Nop.is it

conceiveble in.what. manner, the malting of . _yerisbls

of the; surface of the water, while a part;al subsxdence of.

. The melting of the.snow is usually assigned as the. causc '
nf those risings and fallings of the, watersof the lakes wich
take placeoccasronally,or asitis wrmed with popular fati-

of
nature.;;--However, ' the .recurrence of . the phenomenon-
cannot; ceriainly be accounted for. by the lneltmg of van—‘-

tradictory. to the general theory. - They are the evidences

this term.may. be regarded as,a remnant of their ouemal ‘
supesstition—a. -proof of ;their. emigration: Irom 1he Yene- ‘



