ASYLUM APPOINTMENTS. .

We have scen repeated cditorial comment upon the speeches at the
recent meeting in Toronto, at which Dr. Barbart, of New York, spoke,
strongly against the political qspect of appointmenis to asylums in-
Canada. ~This is ground that we have often before held in these-
columns, and we make no apology for roprodvcuw the wor ds uséd ou"
that oceasion by Dr. T. J. W, Burgess of Verdun. o

“Tn an address, “ The Tnsane in Canada,” dc]lvmed ab S’ln \n{om.l '
Texas, two years ago, as President of the Ameriean \IQ(].IC() Ps_\ chological
Association, T summed up my remarks by saying, that while with respect
{o custodial carc and ordinary treatment, moral and medical, Canada.
generally speaking, was well up to the times, she was doing little toward
the solution of the many problems connected with the, scientific aspect
of insanity, and, in this vespeet, she presented a sorry picture when com-
pared with the good work being done in many hospitals elsewhere.

With the crection of a Psychiairic HMospital, -as outlined by Dr.
(larke, such a reproach can ne longer be made, and. as a native ol this
provinee. T am proud to think that Ontario should he the first to take

a step that will place her not only foremost as vegards this Canada of
ouvs, but foremost as regards the whole vast con tinent of America.

In praise of the wisdom of the Government for ’mkmo’ such an ad-
vanced view oo much cannot be said ; and here let me tell you that such
an establishment will I not only a boon to the most unfortunate of all
Clod’s afllicted ones, the insane, but a true economy. Most of you, I have
no doubt, know how very prone mental disorders are io become chronie
and incurable; and some of you arc probably aware that, once the acute
stage is passed, Junatics are even more likely than the sane to live to a
ripe old age, hecause protected within hospital walls from so many malign
influences. But have any of you thought what cach thirty or forty years
of lunatic life costs, not only in actual outlay for hospital care but in the
loss to the stale of {he wage-earning power of each insane person. Lt is
simply an enormous sum and if the establishment of a Psychiatric Clinie
increases the ratio of eures by even five percent., as I feel sure it will do.
ihe institution will more than pay for its cost no matter how large that
may be.  For their choice of a superintendent for the new clinic the
Govermuent deserves no less praise. To Dr. Clarke we are indebted for
our first {raining school for nurses for the insane, our first isolated hos-
pital for the treatment of the sick insane, and, 1 think, for our first
huilding for the segregation of the tubercular insame. In the length
and breadth of the land no hetter or more experienced man could have
bhoen chosen. I wish I could say the same for the rest of their appoint-



