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supply of alcoholic beverage, or some such compuund, Lave this prutecting
influence? 1 thmk it hikely that if apy such agent be discovered it will be
found among that class which have all & like preservative property when
used extrinsically to the body.

In Hasse's work, edited by Dr. Swaine, 1t is stared, «* for the most part
this is traceable to = catarrh, which, after a first attack. leaves perhaps
but a slight cough behind, but, on frequent repitition, graduslly and irretriev-
ably lapses into confirmed phthisis; or the disease, almost ~qually often,
ots in with heemoptysis.”  If the author meauns by this the commencement
of the disease, I cannot agree with him. I regerd these symptoms as quite
of a secondary nature. Although I am well aware that tuhercular disease
of the lungs bas been considered the result of inflammation, yet Tam disposed
to holieve that this is erroneous, and thet tubercle is depo=ited in conse yuence
of o peculiar stote of the system, 1 which i he transformation of the tissues
has not } zen carried out in perfect equiltbrium ; and that when deposited,
the tuberele may, and often does, remain for a lenger or shorter period,
without creating much local inconvenience or disturbance  This will, how-
ever, greatly depend on the amount deposited, and on its rapidity, as wellas
on other collateral circumstanges ; ard the catarrh, inflammation of the lung,
pleurisy, heemoptysis, &c., are entirely dependent on the meenarieal ivritation
caused by the presence of the tubercle. T amstrongly of opin‘en that the
deposition of tubercle may be much more general than i3 believed, net
necessarily shortening hfe, or perhepe inducing ill-health: but I think it
both possible, and very probable, that whenever the vital tonicity 's sufi-
ciently lowered, thns deposit may take place in any organ. Dr. Carswell
thinks it possible that tubercle may be absorbed: and if deposited oa the
mucous membrane of the air passages, or of the bowels, I cannot see why it
may not be thrown off and ejected, as any other forcign matter.

Dr. Addison, having examined with o Tens wany apparently Lealthy lungs,
absolutely found tubercies deposited miore or less abundantly in one-third.
From a pernsal in Laennee’s work, it secins evident that although he had by
no means satisfied himself as te the mechanism of the tubercle, yet there
sppears little doubt hie regarded it as s deposit taking place irom some
upkuown cause, and ke appeared strongly averse to the opnuun that it was
the result of irflammatson. M. Lows alleges, that, witbone  ingle exception,
he never found tubercles in any other organ without thewr existing in the
lungs at the same time, incomuch that he scems positively to consider
their presence in the lungs as essential to their development in other parts.
Tam disposed to belicve that tubercie may be deposited in any other part
xhere metamorphosis of tissues occurs: yet 1 think it more likely to happen
o the lungs, in consequence of a more full and encrgetic action of oxygen
taking place there than in any other paris of the organmism. liasse says
that, in that acute form of tubercuar phtinsis which often proves fatal in the
third week, the vital symptoms are very pecuhar, bhearng a clase resem-
blance to those of typhus fever, as to lead to nustakes, and the dingnosis can
aldy be ascertaned by the stethoscapic sounds? In corroboration of these
views, I examined a man at the comviet prizon, who had been ill 2 few days,
ad disgnosed the case typhus e lived about a fortnight, and on a post-
mortem examination, the whale of both lungs were completely studded with
tabereles which had vot yet formed eotumunieations with the bronchi, and
tibercular deposits were fourd also in the adbomen and head. Thel te
Dr. John Taylor of Gniversity College Hospital, nformed Mr Mbllner t. -+
ke hiad seen two similar cases, and that in both the disease at 1ts commence-
zent had been consviered to be typhus  Now I regard these cases as the
result of 2 very marked deficreney of the vital foree. Ilence, during a very
thort period the protein compounds were so rapudly acted upun by the
Umospheric oxygen, that the disease began and fimshed m the eotrse of 2
feW_wccks—indeed, the rapidaty of the tubercular deposit arc so great, that
falients absolutely die before the disease hoe cxtended further than simple
dim;xtion As seme proof of the views I entertain, I will relate one or
%0 instances which lave oceurred mnmediately under my own eye; but as



