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supply of alcoholic beverage, or some such compound, bave this prutecting
influence? I thmnk it hkely that if any such agent be discovered it will be
fournd among that class wich have all a hîke preservative property wien
used extrinsically to the body.

lin liasse's work, edited by Dr. Swaine, it is stated, - ilor the most part
this is traceable to a catarrhr, which, after a first nttark. lenves perhaps
but a sligit tough behmd, but, on frequent repitition, gradurifly and irretriev-
ably lapses intO confiried pithiisls; or the disease, abntist 'equally oftenr,
sets in with hmmoptysis." If the nuthor mneans by this tie cerncement
of the disease, I cannot agree with him. I regard these sympltomtrs as quite
of a secondary nature. Alithougih I am well aware that tmubercular disease
of the lungs ias been considered the result of inflammriation. yet I amt disposed
ta believe that this is erroneours, and that tuberele is deponqted in coise luence
of a peculiar state of the system, in ivhich & transformation of the tissues
has not 1 lei carried out in perfect equilrbrium: and tiat when deposited,
the tuberele may, and often dues, remain for a longer or shorter period,
without crcating nurci local inconvenience or disturbance Tirs wvill, hox-
ever, greatly depend on the imount deposited, and on its rapidity, as well ns
on other collateral circunstanç.es; ard the catarrh, inflammation of the lung,
pleurisy, lomînoptysis, &c., are entirely dependent on the nacîanical irritatiuns
caused by the presence of the tubercle. I arm strongly of opinien that tie
deposition of tuzberclo may be much more general than is believed, net
necessarily shorteninfg lire, or perhapq rnducing ill-heallth but I thmrk it
both possible, and very probable, that wleneer the vital tonicity 's suffi-
eiently lowered, this deposit may take place in any orgari. Dr. CarsVell
thinks it possible that tuberele mliay be absorbed , and if deposited oa the
mucous neibranue of the air passage, or of the bowels, I cannut ,ee viy it
may not be throwi off and ejected, as any other foreign matter.

Dr. Addison, having examinîred swith a lens many apparently health lunîgs.
absolutely found tubercles deposited more or less rabundantly in one-third.
Frorm a perusal in L.iennee's work, it secns evident that althougi ie haid by
no means satisfied hiself as to the nechanism ot the tubercle, yet there
appears lttle doubit ie regarded it as a deposit taking place troin some
unkioin cause, and ie appeared stroniglv averse to the opmr1un that it Va:1s
the resuilt ' irinnan. M. Lois alleges, that, witr om rngle exceptin,
he never found tubercles iii any other organ wéithout their existing in the
lungs nt the saine tine, imomuch that ie seemsi positively tu consider
their presence in the lungs as essentiai to their developmnent in othier parts.
i am disposed to believe tihat tubercle may be deposited in ary other part
where metamorphosis of tissues occurs; yet I think it more lkely to happein
in the lungs, il ennsequence of a, more full aud energetic action of oxygen
taking place there than rm any other paits of the organism. liasse says
that, in that acute forai of tubercuar phithisis -which often proves fatal in the
third week. the vital symptons are very pecuhiar, bearrig a close recem-
blance to those of typhus fever. as te lend to nistakes, anrd the diagnrosis can
only ie ascertamned by tie stethoqenpie sounds ? itn enrroborationi of these
Ttes, I examined a man at the conulet prison, who had beei ill a few drays,
sud diaignosed the case typhus HIe lived about a fortnight, and on a post-
Mortema examination, the irole of both lungs were cnmpletely sttdded with
tubereles whici had not yet formed ecinnicatiois3 ith the bronchi, and
tuberWar deposits were fourid also in the aubnmren and iead. The t te
Dr, John Taylor of University ollege lospital, mtf-,riel Mr illner L -+
Le had sen tiwo smrunrlar cases. anid that in both the diease at us commence-
menrt 'adi been corî'.iered tw be typhus Now I regard these cases as the
ftsult of a very mrrarked deficiency of the vital force. Hence, durmig a very
thort period the proteir ecn.poaid, were so rapidly acted upon by the
taaospheric oxygen, that the disease began and firusied mii the cnure of a
f(w weeks--indeed, the rapidrty of the tibercular deposit arc so great, thint
1tients absohitely die before the diseuse hi extended further than simple
dpesution As sme prouf of the vicws I entertain, I iwill relate one or
t7o instances which have occurred Imnmedhiately under ny owyn eye; but as


