
EXCELI.

True iiew year lias corne in weli. Celestial fireworks xvere
a prelude to its birthi, and Catholicismi in vigil awaited its
comi ng.- Hynins of thianksgivinig were borne 0o1 its first
breeze, a universai prayer -vas, offered at its cradie. A year
heguni so veil xviii, Jet us hope, pitss xveli, and be a fittino
P'S .-qratioui for the twenitieth century.

The war in South Africa still rages. We cannlot but think
-and we certainiv x -ishi - that Britisli pluck and persever-
ance xviii, in the enîd, triiumiph, and that the Cross of St.
George xviii be firiily p)1anted iii the Transvwai, gaaten
liberty and equality to, ail. Somne iinay entertain doubfts as to
the justice of the present strtiggle ; but ioxv whien the ini-
tegrity of the Empire is at stake, it behiooves ail loyal subjeots
of the Oueen to rise iii the inighit of thieir union to sustain
the Il flag, that braveci a thousand years the ba-rttie and thne
breeze." Nor do -%ve think that a fair cousideration of the
causes tlîat led to the xvar xviii throxv the respousibility on
our Mother Country. Somne sectarianl papers of the day sec"1
anxions to create the impiression that iii the present crisis
Cathioiics, as such, are iii strong- syînpathy xvith the Boers.
But this is siînply the old, oid. story begotteni of prejuldice,
and nursed iii the lap of narrowvînindcdiiess. The iiuost cur-
sory glance at the hiistory of our country xviii showv thiat froin
the reign of Elizabeth, wvhen they rose as a mail to defend
theiuseives and their persecntors *a-ainst a foreigni foc,
thiey have ever i)eeu to the fore in fighitiiugc the batties of the
Empire; and iii the present strugg-lc to, overthroxv aul assiiinp-
tion of oligarchy, their lives, are freely given to thieir coutry's
cause.

Silice the begiiuuing of the preseut, ternu several iexv
students fromn varions parts of tixe Maritime provinces have
entered the Coilege. We are giad. to see that the influiencc
and repu tatioli of St. F. X. is growiinc stronger aild hetter.


