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Turne round to look at him; and Deatb, meanwbile,
la putting out the candies on the altar 1

Eten. Ah, what a pity 'tis that f3he shouid listen
«Unto BUCli songs, when in lier orisons
She inglit bave heard in heaven the angels singing.

The subjeets thus gracefuilly rendered by the poet, appear among
the wood cuts ascribed to Holbein ; and Douce remarks, in bis elabo-
rate dissertation: 11,We find the Dance of Death often represented, not
only on the walls, but in the windows of churclies, in the cloisters of
inonasteries, and even on bridges, egpecial1y in Germnany and Switzer-
land." Here ià the modern prose comment, in the work under me-
view, .on the subject so beautifully rendered ini Longfdllow's verse. It
illustrates the rnotto: Est via quoe videlur liomini justa : novissima
auttem eU8 deducunt hominem ad morten. IProverb, iv. The woodcut
is entitled THE NUN ; and the editor remarks : " Here is a mixture of
gàllantry and religion. The young lady lias admitted her lover into
her apattment. She is kneeiing bef'ore an altar, and liesitates whether
to persiat in lier devotions, or listen to the amorous music of the young
mnan, who, septea on abed, touches a theorbo, lute. IDeath extinguishes
the candies on the aitar, by which the designer of' the subjeet pmobably
intimates the punishment of unlawful love.-" We doubt, liowever, the
necessity of' the concluding reniark. The ides is sufflciently accordant
with the genemal theme of the oid pictorial moralist, that Deatli daims
ail seasons. for lis own ; sud the liour of devotion is alike bis, with that
of the lover's interview, or of the wandering thouglits of the youtli-
ful devotee, di'vided in thought betweein this 'woyld anud the next. But,
like the older Bible illustrations, that; which embodied only grave aud
solemu lessons for sinipler ages, is more apt to, excite ludicrous thouglits
in thec modemn student's mind; and wvhere the ancient -Dance of
Desth" lias flot already been defaced or obIitersted, it owes its preser-
vation far more to tlie archoeological zeal, than to the pious reverence
of modemn ages.
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