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prevent ‘hel‘l. from following. Aud that is not all,

. ' for employment is practically assured to them by the
. /\<1olroviucil'l commissio

0 (under the Federal Military
ospitals Commissiof) which havegeharged them-
selves with the duty’of finding wor} and wages for
the feturning veterans,
" I should add, that the meri in\the homes and hos-
pitafs are fully maintained and ‘that, their pay een-
tinues. The whole systein, which I have sketehed
in thetbarest outline, is t‘uito admira and fully
rdnliges *the objeet of the' Military Hospl
miasion which Mr. McLennan definks in these words :
“The aim of the commission is # do its best for
the physical ‘and economic wellfeing of the man,
and to bring to bear on him sych influences that he
may perform for his count® a.service not less im-

portant than thoge of the firing ling namely, that, Jargely to ir

“nstead of being’an idle ward of the State, he be-
comes a shining example to the young, of self-de-
pendence, of courage, and persevergnee in overeom-
ing disabilitiess . ;

=t would be an exeMlent thing if we hadl a system
similar to this, and baged upon the same sound prin-
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_ Appealing to householders—partieularly the well-
to-do—to economise in coal, gas and' electrie light,

the National War Savings Comittee state that ev- -
ery ton of coal saved means :::FJ;[ of the day/'s

work of a miner, the saving of money which eopld
. be lent to the nation, inere power to help our
allies, pfid improvement in foreign exchanges.

All very good, but if the British goverfiment, when
l*y had a magnificent chance, had been possessed
of the necessary back-bone they eould have saved
to the country a hundred times any saving thht can
possibly be effected by fuel economy by takin
liquor trade by the horns and shaking the life
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Apropos of chwrch union, which Rambler is for-
bidden to discuss, the following well expressed
truths may be serviceable, more especially as they
were not uttered by one directly interested in the
agitation in progress in Canada. The embargo is
lifted so far as to permit me to say, Hear, hear:
“‘It is useless to reiterate that our fathers elaimed
such-and such things for the Striptures, or that the
‘standards’ of any church are what they have been.
Our fathers were as fallible as they were sincere;
and when any ‘standards’ of any church are mani-
tly contrary to what is true, then the only religi-
and Christian as well as rational thing to do is
to amend them according to the fuller light which
now beats upon thema' 4 s 1

\The one thing possibly 1 have against  Sir Sam
Hughes—one can smile at his peeuliar picadillos—
is ¢hat he did not put his foot down, go even on
strike, when the British military authorities insisted
that Canadian troops should have the ‘‘rum ra,
tions”’ A Montreal paper says that rum is t
rawest kind of liquor, but Cqnadians object to t
ration not because it is rum but use it is a flery
liquor. T had thé idea that our dpldiers conld take
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or leave the ration just ds it suited them, but the

following from a British T puts an entirely dif-
ferent fuce on the matter, Can it be possible_ that
the. soldiers“must gulp the ration willy-nillg? " The
matter should be sternly looked into.  Adlowhnee is
made in Britain for those having emmi:a)'{ou ob-
Jeegions to military, service—the quakery f in-
stance—why should nof gllowanie be made to con-

.

scientious objectors to’a rum ration—the-‘teetotal: s

lers?: . 5
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A short time ago a paper which holds that the gov-
ermyent is largely responsible for inereased Jprices
because a war tax of sqven per cent, was added to
the tariff, elinches, as it sugposed, its ease by asking:
“How does it happen "llp. in Britain, which has
rt foodstuffs, living is cheaper than

roduces more than it consumey?!’
Go softly; such Tillg of argunient is antiquated. In
Britain the faur d logf is twenty cents, in Can-
ada eighteen. Irish butter was selling four weeks
ago at forty-eight cents a pound; four weeks ago in
Canada it was selling at thirty-cight centsg though
the ““new order’’ has since increased it to forty-five
“-not quite up to the ;;rie: ol.lT'{lnin. -

in Canada, whie

Are people economising or are they not? Thiy is
more of a puzzle than a simple question. Judged b,
the” attendance at the places.of amusement, by th
mpniey spent on wmart attire, by the higher style of
living, by the number of automabiles speeding about,
one might come to the conelusion that economy is
no part of the present day ereed. and yet he may he
mistaken. [ have it on good authority that, in cer-
tain industrial centres, there has, within the past
eighteen months, been a notable inerease in the num-
ber of savings bank depositors, and, further, that

old depositors are addding largely to their eredit

balance in the banks. And yet for all this it is be. ~
ing dinned into our ears that the cost of living is so
high that folk cannot make both,epds meet, The
lie is givin seemingly to the wail ab8ut the im i-
bility of Wiving at present incomes, nbt only by the
large sums needlessly spent, but by the large sums
being saved. 1f living never was so high then, of a
truth, wages were never so big. It is just thirty
years since there was a strike.in Pietou County for
the abolition of the rule, or eustom, which
laborer’s wages at eighty to ninety cents a ddy. Ihe
strike was successful. At the present time there '
are calls, in the newspapers, for laborers at %2.75 a
day. Will some one reconcile the ery *‘inability to’
liye with food prices so high,” .and the monfey be-
ing so freely spent on things extraneous. Let people
talk as they will there never was a time in the prov-.
inee when there was less want than at the prese
Are people spending too freely is a question de-
manding an answer. Some may answer they are in
view of the uncertainty of the future not only after
the war is over but while the war is-on. Another
question is: “‘Can the people as a whole economise
further than they are doing?’” With many I think
the answer is, they ean, and evidently our rulers are
of that opinion, for the minjster of fi a8 o
nhonuton hand whose objedt is the promotion of
thrift, br for encouraging savings. He intends to 7
issue war certificates, bearing a higher rate of in-
terest than payable by the banks. These certificates
will be for sums within the reeah of people of small
means. The war has touched many hearts. Can it
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