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[From the London Chronicle, November 10.]

The Maine Law iu the United States
and Canads.

11 i3 stated that the new Canadian Pacliamont
has signalized jtzell by passig a bill, by the en-
orimous majerity of 90 to 5, tur prohibiing the
mannficture and sale of intoxicating liquors.—~
And the fact i3 pot improbable, since, in the
last Partiatuent, a similar meaanre was only de-
feated by o nucrow majority, and it i3 well
known that the teetootal pacty made a great
effort at the recent electiony.  Canada 13 the
sconud Epglish colony which has given in het
adbigsion o the prinaiple of the Maiue biquor law
of 1851 ; and it is sigmficant that she_has gone
boyond " New Brunswick in the severity of her
peral prohibitions.

Tho New Brunswick law of 1852 permits the
tale'of mait liquots and clder; hut the Canada
law—by interdicting, in the most general terms
both the manutucture and sale of il ntoxseating
beverges—confiscates both brewery and distil-
lery, und sbuts up the alehouse ns well as the
drum-shop.  There can be no question that tns
cvient, nasuming the above stateinent to e true
to the lutter, i3 of considerable importance. Lt
marks a distinet era in the so-called abstinence
movement ; Whd it {3 the first experiment on
really lurge scale of legislative interference with
What we are acenstomed 10 consider the rights
ot individuals in this mutter.  Considered both
in it3 cconomical and social agpect, the fact is
of fnrge importance.

It 13 casy ¢nough to understand the immedi-
ate motives for such o measure,  The precedent
of tlie Maine law, which substantially prevails in
four other Stalez of the Uniou—while its prin-
ciple bas, to & greater or less extent, been adop-
ted in no fewer than cight—was likely enough
to find friend3 and imitators across the Canadian
fmnticr. But tho mere 1ashion of adopting the
nstitutions of the United States would scarcely
account for the Canadiun bill,stilltess for s al-
leged =M but wnanimons suceess.

>oliticat motives and deference to a popular
ry, we suspect to be at the bottom of the afluir.
Bat the phenomenon still remain3 to be accoun-
ted for. Here is a community enjoying very
Lieral ingiitttions—its Pavliamen, especially
at this moment, necessasily reflects the popular
fecling—yet it interferes, on the very largest
Scale, With personal liberty.  Sumptuary laws
have always been cousidered the cxpression ot
= déspatic’ ond waconstitutionnl form of gov-
erpment; Lut Siuee thedays when royal procla-
Mmations regrulated the Iength of peahed shoes,
and the eut o the'beard; nothing so tyraunical
43 the:present méasnre-3ias ever been thought
of.  The Czar Roter's teforms, in all the pleni-
tuge of Russinn autactuey, were loss severe than
these voluntary, rigidities of Canada aund New.
Br@s)vicl,-,l OF coicsepit may be smd, ahat dhe
whole thing is only the revival of the old New

lngland Puritanism; but what we bave no ace
count for'l} this rgvival,

Strictly speaking, the affiir caunot be regar-
ded vy & triuntph of abstincnce principles. Ra-
ther-the reverse,  Religion owned 1ts inabiluy
10 convert the world when it took to the inqui-
sition andsthe rack ; and prohibitory laws, di-
rected agaiust intoxicating liquors, are & prac-
tical confession that moral argynents have ful-
ed,  Tho whole array of lectures, leagues, pled-
8es, and tracts, acknowlcdge their weakness
when they resort to the lastrud most persuasive
thetoric of fint And imprisonment.  The change
13 from moral force to physicat force; and the
€arpest advoctes of temperance have little rea-
gon to congratulate themselves on the Canadian
laty It proves, nt any rate, their weakness.—
For ourslves, and sor all who nre carnesily
concerned in checking intoxication, and in pro-
testing aguinst draukenness on noral and reli-
glous groudds, we are disposed to vegret tus
sugcess if it be so called. A fatal reactionis
sure to follow=—at any rate, it always has fol-
lowed, evenin the New England States, overy
attempt to compel-exterual deeency by severe
lequslative restrictions ou pessonad liberty.  The
old Puritan regulations agaiust rankenness
Were tywice 3 Severg as those recently ombodied
in'tho Maitie 18WS; ‘and yet inspito of ticia—or
A1 many tLjoks 10 cougoquence ofh-tucwaz=the
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) New England 8:ates becamo conspicnous for
immornbity nud intemperance.

After all, these prelubitory laws are, aud ever
must be, of unequal ingidents,  Even now, in
Maino ntself, every man who can import s liogs-
head of bLeandy or a pipe of wine, can got ns
‘drunk a3 he pleases at home,  And if, for social
[ hurposey, wo aro resolved to make deunkenneas

impossible in the poor nay, wo ouglht to guard
nguinst its possible commission by the rich man.
[t may bo trae, and in one sense 1t i3, that drua-
kenness is o grave social oftence; bul unless we
trent intoxication as equally criminal in overy
class of the communuty we nee pgislating une
justiy.  If it the duty of the State to interfero
on bebalf obf A& moml vietue It must do its
work tharoughly ; uwl geeat a3 may be the ben-
efits of comnpelling sobriety, the compulsion mast
be total. L ether words, the sucial advantages
of lessening drunkenness ate more than coitn-
terbalaneed by the immorat spectacle of a law
which permits exceptions to its prinaples in the
case of all who are rich enough 1o attord the lux-
wey ot setting it at detiance.

Further, the law 1n takang the place of moml
sancirons, ought not merety to be eqital but con-
ststent,  Not only mastat prolubst intemperance
wn the matter of deinking, but i that of ewting,
Paley tells us that the quantity of corn con-
stuned in distitled liquors 13 » suflicient reason
fur prohibiting its use w the form of alcolio),—
On the same principle the state 13 bound o see
that there be no waste not oaly i the matter of
gran consumed n distillation, but in flour pro-
tligately expended jn pastry and other luxurnies.
Iit is o robbery of the national storehiouse, nmd
if it unnecessanty enbances the price of corn, to
pernnt o smgle bashel to fud'its way to the dis-
ttier's, second courscs and soups are cqually an
unjusttfiable waste ot the commeon stock of heef
aud matton.  We must have sumptuary laws
azainst the table as well as ag:unst the botute,
Wo must interfere with tho dish as well a3 with
the glass—with tubacco no less than with mmm.
Velvet and satin are equally an offenco with
post and sherry.  Nor can we stop here,  Tem-
perance is ounly opc of the majestic circle o.
Chrisuan graces or moral virtues.  But if tho
Legislature is benud to step in between a man
and hi> consciehee iu one case, why oot in ali?
Drunkcuness is the wiun of fanmhies. It is a
profligate waste of health and means—it entails
not only on the sinner, but on all connected with
him, an incalculable wmount of poverly and my
sery.  We admit all this to the full. Butso
does idleness—so do incontinence and adultery,
-—so does living buyond one’s income.  Are we
to bave a Maiye prolubition specully difected
‘agaiijst evcry brpach of the moral laiv?  If not,
"why “against intemperande dloue?  Moralidts
and thnkers will perhapg add that afiee wll, dpe-
el prohibitions do -ndk- toucl the tvot of the
evil. Intehperance i3 only the aceidental -sign:
of general nioral corruption. A man who is-a
<drunkard docs not labor so nruch under a spe-
cilic and locul weakpess as nnder a total abey-
ance of moral resteaints; and the experience o1
six thonsand years proves the inabdility ot mere-
1y sceular prohibitions to cure this inveterate
ovil.  Barbarism and vice, m theie most hideong
forms, may, and do exist 1n communitics where
intoxication is impossible.

Un geueral grounds, therefore, we more than
question the pohiey of the recent Canadian n. a-
sure ; while, as & tyranmeal 1oterierence with
the treedom of manufactures #nd trade, it runs
directly cunter 10 all recent experience and to
theaccrewted 1aws of industey. It isamereso-
phism to say that the Mwne law only expands
the principle embodied n our excise laws,  We
do not make the manufacture and consumption
of nrdent spicits expensive on moral grounds,
but on purely fiscal ones.  The object of taxa-
ti0n 13 to make those contributo to state purpo-
ses who have the means of so dong.  The fact
that & man spends money on wine and. spirits is
an available proof that he hias moncy to spend
—that he indulges himself with {uxtines is a
distinet evudence that he has the wherewithal to
contribute-to the public treasury.  We enhance
the price of his liquor, Because he i3 a taxable
sulyeet; and we in‘erfere with dustilleries and
dramshops, not to Jiscourage the manvfacture
of ardent spirits, but only to tako cate that éve-

e firop of liquor shgll. 3§ 9. modican- Y the,

reventie,  The mom' pur{)asc of tho Maino and
| Canndian liquor law ig, {t all events an lung-
| vaion. It may bo for good or eril, but 1t can-
not be seriously detended by un appeal to tho
principle alrendy accepted in our excise regulae
tiong ; and we stato this hecause » reeent Edin-
burgh teviewe: hag, not alittle to onr surprise,
vindicated such legislation by this strange ac-
gument,

Extracts of Late British Papers,

Rexovar o¥ Tne Dukg o WrLLINGTON'S Ree
uatsg —~The cotlin of the deceased warrior hag
been renwyved Trom the centre o1 the Cathedml
to a position Winel i3 1n the nuddle of a squary
chamber about forty feet to the cast; In thg
compartment of the crypt no nternent had pre~
vioualy faken plice. "Uhe restingsplace of tho
Duko will thus torm & centre ronnd winch other
soldiers may be most honour.bly placed. ‘Tho
tomnb, which has been designud by i, Penrose,
will Le exceuted in bluck mathle aud red polish-
ci geanite.  Tho coflin reats in the centee of thoe
stunc, sbout three fect from the ground.

Tue Creuis 1y 1z Baxk of Exataxp.—~Thero
fre in the bank npwands of eight hundeed clerky,
atsalarics eanging from £45 peeanuum to £300;
the patronnge isn tho hands of the directors,
of whom there are tweaty-four, each baving a
nomination to admit one clerk, provided he bo
found qualificd on examination. The vacancics
are poty a3 in_most public offices, filled up a3
they occur by deaths, resignations, &¢., but by
ecting from twenty-five ta thirty junior clerks
every four or five months ; it i3al30 usual 10 ud-
mit oncfifth of this vumber from tho sons ¢f
clerks already in the seevice. T'he scale of pen-
siuns fur length of service is the satae as in tho
Govegnuent. « The late governor, with much
Kiudness and consideration for the comfort of tho
clerks, instituted o library and reading-roum,
which bids from the handsowe donations from
time 10 firme made by the directors, to nival the
best of our secondary metropolitan libraries.—
The Bank Annuity Society, for the benefit of
widows of clerks, Js also being remodelled, in
order to combitie the principle of Nt assuranco
with the gruting of annuities.  T'lns suciety is
under the management of the clerks themselres,
Tle subscription of unmarried clerks 13 cumpul-
sory,

‘The gon-teade of Birmingham, is in & critical
state, Governmient, in cousequence of the delays
at Birmingbaw in tuchiog out guws, haymg giv-
et an order for 20,000 at Licge. 1tisfeared that
the tormalion ufa uoverument factory. for small

artus will he thienext slc‘ﬁ.ﬁ' . o
‘A new diviog-bell, the Invention of,Don dn.’
tonig T'arsia, one of the enginters of e Neapd-
hitan navy, was tried at Nuples on the 16¢h hlt.
It remained thice houry under water a depthof
fifty-feet, with three men fusido, who regaled
themselves with a breakfust during that tinde,

* INCIDENTS OF THE WAR.

Narvow EsCAve oF Tie 88rtit—A large pufl
of smoke asconded from within our lines, and
excited some alarm.  That it conld not have
been an explosion in a battery we casily per-
cvived, for the guns continued their fire witbons
mterzuption. It was ascertsined lates tho
cxplosion had proceeded from an ammuuition
waggon, winch had Leen leftin o mvine, the
borses dragging it baving been ci@_’&kxlled or
disabled. In this ravine, not twenty paces from
the waggon, hat been concealed since dayhght
acovering party, comnposed of three companies
of the 85th, under Major Maxwell. The posi-
tion occu&ncd by tiug party bad been most ex-
postsd, and many casualties (six kitled and eleven
wounded) had occurred feym the enemy’s sbell
falling repeatedly amongst them,  An'order at
tength arrived, directing the three companies to
take up A position in a less exposed spot, and
tho ien in consequenco ran up the ravino ono
by onc, and scrowed themselves in o quarry
which presented itself.  Major Maxwell had
+ seavcely left the ravine when a shell struck the
ammunition case, and the explosion took place.
This accrdent, from which the 88th escaped by
a miracle, was attended with tho loss ¢f only
ono man whe, being missed, is 3upposed o hivs’
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