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THE LESSONS OF THE STRIKE.

No subject is now so generally dis-
cussed in railway circles, either n the
United States or Canada, as the great
strike of engineers and firemen on the
Chieago, Burlington & Quiney Ralroad.
The American railway journals devote a
great deal of space to discussion of the
merits of the dispute, each having avery
decided opinion as to which side is right
and which wrong in the matter.  Living
in another country in which the railways
and their employces are much ditferently
circumstanced from those of the United
States, we do not presume to express an
opinion upon the merits of the case,
leaving that to those who are more
deeply interested and whose opinmons
may have some weight in the dispute
But there are certain general prinaples
involhved, which have been more or less
discussed, and the consideration of which
is & matter of nterest and protit for
Canadian as well as for Awerican rail-
WAV men
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’ The test principle, and that which

I'fzu.‘t covers all the others, 15 as to the
"right of the men to strike at so short

“notice as they did  If we rend the news

| paper veports aright, the men lett their

locomatives at a fixed hour, regardless of
- 1

|
. |
| where they were at that time.  If ths L
Cengimeers have engaged 1 any rioting or

[l was the case, they did exactly what was
Fdone in the case of the Grand Trunk in
|th(' strike of twelve or thirteen years
rago.  Under the antiquated law then in
i foree in Canada summary desertion of
i emplovment was ncommad offence, but
Sin discussion which tollowed led toa Liw
Phetng passed exempting from the crm

inal charge all desertion of emplovment

save by persons upon whom the pubilic
depends for tmportant services, such as
this very case. Under the law as it
stands the same action which we under-
stand was taken by the “Q” engineers
Without discussing

the night or wrong of this, it may bhe

would be a crime.

pointed out that there has been no strong
attempt to further change the law so as
to exempt these classes from the crim-
mal hst
go further and declare that the position
of the Brotherhood men is tantamount
to an assumption of the right to dictate
to employers what wages they shall pay.
The men simply decline

But many of the newspapers

This is absurd.

not a perfect moral as well as a legal
right to take this position.

freight or passenger rates? The men
sell labor and fix the lowest rate they
will take for 1t ; the companies sell trans.
portation, and they exercise the same
right of naming their own terms  But
there ia this difference between rmlway
companies and engineers.  The com-
panies cannot absolutely refuse to work

without foregoing all their rights, for

and accepted upon the terms of render-

ing certain  public services.

fect right to give up his position and
cease work altogether if Le chose, and

rights of others, nor would he render
by doing so

from the Rathway Reyister, seem a trifle
absurd :

[Mancn, IS8R

If to biing to o atand<till the business of
every compnmty on 6,000 miles of railway
docy not constitute o conspiracy, we are un
thle to understand what does. The acts of
the enuinecrs pattake more of the sture of
commuiam thun any thing elae.

o far we have not noticed that the

threatened violenee to those who have
If

effort on thewr part to improve their

taken ther places an organized

wawes is to be declared by respectable

cand ntelhgent  editors to be a con-
spaacy. what s to Le said about a

to wark for less than a stated wage, and |
they would not be free mien if they had |

Do not the

railway companies do the same thing

every time they make a schedule of | to comply would be tyranny, and enough

the reason that they exist by reason of :
a public franchise guaranteed to them

Every
engineer on the hine woula have a per-

would violate neither legal nor woral
himself liable to any penalties whatever
Tuking this view of the

case, such utterances as the following.

. for the injury of the people.

stunk dae attangemont,” or any of
those numerous devices tor kecping up
tates ontadways,  In view of the tre-
wendous effeets of such a strike as the
one now pending, 1t 1s to be expected
that American writers will get excited
about 1t, hut it would be much hetter to
keep cool and say liss until something
can he said which can be logically de-
fended.

The fact is that railway employecs
have a perfect right to decline to sell
their Jabor except nn terms satisfactory
to themselves, It may be a great in-
convenience to mauy people, but the
employce, receving nothing from these
people, is not hound to consult thewr
comvenience. It is not u case of abso-
lute refusal to do what 1~ desired, but a
conditional one, the condition heing the
refusal to grant the terms demanded.
To compel men to stay at work under
conditions with which they do not wish

of that exists under the name of demo-
cratic freedom already.

A great outery is wede concerning
the power wielded by such men as Chicf
Arthur of the engineers and Chief
It is true that
these which
that of the autocrat of many a state is
insigniticant.  If that power is derived
directly or indirectly from any legisla-
tive enacunents, those holding it should
be held responsible directly or indirectly
by the people who make those enact-
But, so far as we are acquainted
with  the the authority of
Messrs. Arthur and Sargent is theirs
solely by reason of the bhelief among the
men that they have a common cause,
and that these two leaders are best
fitted to represent that cause before the
world. 1t true that even such power
may be, as it too often has been, used
But it has

Sargent of the firemen.

men have power heside

ments.
matter,




